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Braintree club. So bring your anytone
handheld alone.

Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

73 Dave, G0DEC

First of all thanks to those who were
able to help with this year’s railways on
the air event. The event went well.
There were not many visitors to the
event from the public which was a
shame. From a radio point of view the
event went well.

Thought for the
month
Today is the tomorrow we worried
about yesterday.

Thanks to Dean G4WQI for giving a
talk/demo on N1MM logging software
which the club has been using for our
contesting. It looks like a very powerful
program which can be used for
everyday logging. Maybe those
interested in helping with the clubs
contest activity can give it a go for
everyday logging where speed of use of
the software is not so important. That
way come contest time running the
software will be less of a worry.

And all is well.
-Dale Carnegie

Next Meeting
Oct 8th JOTA Planning

Contents

As most of you know Geoff managed to
get a deal on some Anytone D868UV
handhelds which comes with a
preloaded codeplug. Having had a look
at the codeplug while at the railways on
the air event, it was thought a good idea
to simplify the codeplug to help new
users to DMR get used to things. Also
to correct an error on the spelling of
Braintree. I made a start on a simpler
codeplug.
So at the next meeting, JOTA planing,
once the planning for JOTA is finished
we could spend the rest of the evening
possibly sorting a code plug for the
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Those of us who normally use a
mouse can be forgiven for trying to
locate the next field to fill in and then
click the mouse. In N1MM the
function keys and or the space bar
move to the next field for you.

Meeting Reports
Edwin, G0LPO

Sept 24

When it comes to call CQ the
software has a number of pre
prepared macros to send CQ for you
all very smart.

This meeting was scheduled to be a
general natter night but following on
from the SSB contest and comments
on using logging programs. Dean
G4WQI had agreed to give us a short
demo of the N1MM logging software.

As N1MM is pre programmed for a
large number of contests worldwide.
It is a simple task to select your
contest from the pull down list and
the screen immediately changes to the
contest layout and point scoring
scheme.

Having set-up the computer and
interface Dean explained that he uses
this programme for his CW
contesting and makes use of most but
not all of the options available.
Looking back at the recent SSB
contest we were soon acutely aware
that we were not getting the best out
of the software, indeed we were on
occasions generating numbers out of
sequence as the software had already
allocated the next number.

I would commend this program to
any one who is looking for a fairly
simple but comprehensive logging
program.
With Thanks to Dean G4WQI

The basic sequence being hear a call,
enter the call in the call sign slot,
DUPE will be displayed if you have
already worked the station. If not
worked the software allocates the
next contact number and 599 , 599,
waiting for you the operator to give
the sequence number and report to the
other station, and entering in the
number received.

4

Oct 19
tests were carried out on the
equipment, The club IC746 being
the main transceiver, this showed
all working as expected. With
everything set up all retired for
refreshments before leaving site
for home.
Saturday morning saw: Edwin
G0LPO, Tony G0IAG, Neil
M0NAS, Colin M6NCU, John
G6LJF, Tim G0JMT & John
M5AJB all on site at around midday ready for the start of the
contest. At 14:00 local the contest
started with Neil on the mike and
Colin running the electronic
logging programme.
As the contest progressed the
operator and logger changed over
in no particular order and just on
the basis of who was available and
wanted to have a go. By 18:00 we
were up to 61 contacts and the
bands were doing well, however it
was apparent that the IC746 was
struggling with a lack of sufficient
filtering for contesting with so
many stations on the bands. The
decision was taken to change the
transceiver for a slightly later
IC7400 (brought along by Tony
G0IAG as a backup) which has
better filtering and made an
immediate difference.
By now several people were

SSB Field Day
Geoff, G1GNQ
Braintree and District Amateur
Radio Society took part in the SSB
Field Day contest over the
weekend of 7th & 8th September.
Preparation for the contest started
on Friday 6th at 14; 00 local time
with the erection of the club tent
and then the antennas and
supports. The clubs Windom
antenna was erected as the main
with G0LPO’s trap dipole being
erected as a secondary antenna
oriented at 90 degrees to the
Windom.

Those present on the Friday were
G0LPO,
M0NAS,
M6NCU,
G6LJF and G1GNQ, the station
was set up in the tent and some

Cont.d on p8
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feeling hungry so it was time to
ignite the BBQ, At this time we
were joined on site by Helen
G1NPX who had prepared various
salads and other healthy options to
accompany the beef burgers and
sausages etc. that were being
incinerated on the BBQ by Geoff.
Everyone tucked into the food and
Neil who at the time was operating
nearly missed out until relieved by
Edwin. We were also joined on site
by Julia M3JDS, Ann M7ANN and
Jenny. Janette whose site we were
using came and enjoyed the food
and social gathering too.
Once the food had gone down the
temperature dropped away and
everyone retired into the caravan
where it was a little warmer.
However the operators and loggers
in the tent were feeling the cold
somewhat and were wrapped up in
blankets and jackets. (Note for next
year, heater for the tent)
Later on in the evening Dean
G4WQI arrived on site and took a
shift on operating. Between Dean,
Tony, Colin, Tim, Edwin & Neil
the station was on air until around
04:30. A short break was taken then
until around 7am. The QSO count
at this point was 235.
Around 9:30 full English breakfast
with all the trimmings was cooked
up on the BBQ and with the
morning weather being very bright

and warm everyone enjoyed dining
al-fresco carrying on then with the
contest John M5AJB and Edwin
did the next shift taking the score to
285 at 12:00 local time
The last couple of hours proved
hard work to make new contacts but
the final number of QSO’s was 305.

The equipment was all taken down
and packed away by 16:00 local
time and all left for a well-earned
rest. I would like to thank all that
gave up their time and effort to
make the field day entry possible.

Railways on the Air 2019
Geoff, G1GNQ

Friday 21st September saw eight
members arrive at the Colne Valley
Railway to set up the station in readiness
for the weekend activities. Our entry to
the museum was delayed until 5pm due
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M6NCU made some early contacts
despite some problems accessing BZ.
The access issues were resolved by using
the V2000 with a duplexer for the DMR
station.
Over the two days on the air there were
101 contacts made with 11 VHF, 23
DMR & 67 HF of these 12 were other
Railways stations. The event was well
supported by club members with
seventeen visiting and taking part during
the event.
Sunday saw the weather change with
rain early on but brightened up later,
Visitors to the museum were a little thin
on the ground however there was still
some interest in the station. The rain
returned in the afternoon but stopped in
time for everyone to stay dry during the
strip-down of the antennas etc.
In all a very successful event and thanks
to all that took part

to an event being held for the opening
of the new museum building facility.
Once on site the 10 metre fibreglass
mast was quickly erected and the
Windom antenna deployed from the
mast to the chimney on the station
building with the shorter side fixed to
the signal gantry at the end of the
platform. The V2000 vertical was also
rigged at the top of the mast for
VHF/UHF.

Saturday morning saw a relatively early
start with good weather and the
Museum running a Steam driving
experience day.

Activity on VHF was a little slow
however the HF bands were more
lively. DMR was also set up and Colin
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From the past

Now recently, looking through my
trusted Year Book of 1921, I came
across a paper about the early problems
facing receiving interference free
signals. One problem was atmospheric
static which is a problem to all of us
even now (together with all the modern
radiated
electronic
problems).
However, the other problem was
interstation interference because the
spark transmissions were very broad. In
the example given for example “when
working between 10,000 and 20, 000
metres which constitutes the present
field for high power work, it becomes
necessary to stipulate that there shall be
at least 1,500 metres between stations.
The number of stations in the the world
must be limited to seven, a number that
has already been exceeded.” The paper
then says the only thing that would help
is to allow more wavelengths to be used
but that entails long expensive aerial
systems.

Brian, G3TGB
In the past those of us who have been
licensed for many years can remember
when radiation from car ignition was a
problem and every time a car went past
(especially if you lived on a busy road)
it caused havoc in the receiver. Even at
audio frequencies, even now, we find
any sparking causes audio trouble as I
found out when I set up, and operated,
a spark transmitter on an old cable
laying ship in Canary Wharf when
Granada TV (remember them?) were
filming a documentary about Crippen.
The TV camera was aimed at the
transmitter but as soon as I started
keying all hell broke loose and the
camera man, who was monitoring on
headphones, nearly hit the ships cabin
roof.
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It then goes into the possibility of
increasing the selectivity of the
receiver by using directional loop
aerials the size of which would limit
the number of stations it could receive.
Finally it attempts to solve the
atmospherics by using the circuit
illustrated which appears to be some
form of phase reversal and cancelling
If anyone can work out the theory of
this circuit it could possibly be of use.

Next Month
What items can you
contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.

The Spring / Summer series of the
RSGB 80m CC has now ended and
final results are in. BADARS have
achieved 31st place overall in the
Local Club Section, which is a good
result for the club as this is the first
contest series entered for quite a while.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

The Autumn Series of the 80m CC has
now commenced and the first session
came hot on the heels of SSB field day
on Monday 9th September. Neil
M0NAS entered a log claiming 120
contacts & Mike G8DJO 41 points in
the 1½ hour session. This is a good
start for the series and anyone wishing
to try their luck from the comfort of
their own shack please contact Geoff
G1GNQ for more details. The next
sessions, CW, Data & SSB are this
month (see the Contests page of this
edition of Barscom for dates. So far we
have only had entries for SSB; if you
feel like boosting our club score why
not try CW or Data modes too.
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Club Meetings,

Activities and Nets

Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Jan 8th 2019
Natter night / TX Factor 21

Jun 25th

Club BBQ

Jul 9th

Construction Contest

Jul 23rd

Aerial Clinic

22nd

Jan
PAT/PAC Testing / Prep for Canvey
Feb 12th

G3ZPS 999 Emergency

Feb 26th

CW presentation

Aug

10-11th

Aug 13th
Aug 27th

Mar 12th
Rig Clinic, club equipment
checking for 2019 events

Summer Camp
Operating Evening
& Coax Testing
Andrew
‘Computers in the
Shack’

Sep 10th
Railways on the Air Planning

Mar 26th
Talk ‘History of Braintree’

Sep 21 - 22nd ROTA

Apr 9th
Construction Evening DF
Equipment

Sept 24th

Natter Night

Oct 8th

JOTA Planning

Apr 23rd

Sausage and mash

Oct 19 - 20th

JOTA

May 11, 12

Mills on the Air

Oct 22nd

DF Beam Construction

May 14th

MOTA update

Nov 12th

Tx Factor 23

May 28th

The AGM

Nov 26th
Surplus Equipment sale

Jun 11th
The ins and outs of metal
detection
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Dec 10th

Christmas social

Dec 24th

Natter Night?

Oct 19

Rallies
CW CONVENTION AND CW
BOOT CAMP

11-13 OCTOBER 2019
RSGB CONVENTION

3rd Witham Scout & Guide HQ,
Rear of Spring Lodge Community
Centre, Powers Hall End, Witham,
Essex CM8 2HE

Kent’s Hill Park Training and
Conference Centre, Swallow
House, Timbold Drive, Kent’s Hill
Park, Milton Keynes,
Buckinghamshire MK7 6BZ.

Registration is at 8.30am for a 9am
start. The event is due to finish at
around 4.30pm. Pre-register as
places are limited to G0IBN:
g0ibn1@yahoo.com or 0745 342
60 87 Previous events have
welcomed visitors from all over the
UK..

13 OCTOBER 2019
HORNSEA AMATEUR RADIO
RALLY
Floral Hall, Hornsea HU18 1NQ
See latest information on
www.hornseaarc.co.uk or contact
Les, 2E0LBJ on 01377 252393 or
by email
lbjpinkney1@hotmail.co.uk

9 NOVEMBER 2019
BATC ATV CONVENTION
(SOUTH)
Chilton Village Hall near Didcot,
Oxfordshire OX11 0SH

13 OCTOBER 2019 (NEW
VENUE)

ATV Clinic, Show and Tell, Bring
and Buy and 2 interesting talks.
More information at
https://forum.batc.org.uk

HOLSWORTHY RADIO RALLY
Holsworthy Leisure Centre, Well
Park, Western Road, Holsworthy,
Devon EX22 6DH.

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/

Email Howard, M0MYB at
holsworthyarc@gmail.com
[https://www.qsl.net/m0omc/]
19 OCTOBER 2019
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Contests
Sat 2-Sun 3 Nov. 1400-1400
144MHz CW Marconi VHF
CW Championship
5 Nov 2000-2230 144MHz
UKAC
5 Nov 1900-2000 144MHz
FMAC

VHF
8 Oct 1800-1900 432MHz
FMAC
8 Oct 1900-2130 432MHz
UKAC
10 Oct 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC
10 Oct 1800-1900 50MHz FMAC

HF

14 Oct 1900-2030 Autumn
Series CW
20 Oct 1900-2030 RoLo CW HF
Championship
23 Oct 1900-2030 Autumn Series
DATA
31 Oct 2000-2130 Autumn Series
SSB

15 Oct 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
17 Oct 1900-2130 70MHz UKAC
17 Oct 1800-1900 70MHz FMAC
20 Oct 0900-1300 50MHz AFS
Contest AFS Super League
22 Oct 1830-2130* SHF UKAC

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ

Colin, M6NCU
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month at St
Peters Church Hall, St Peters
Road,
off
The
Causeway
Braintree. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8.00pm to
10pm.

attachment, normally during the
first week of the month. Where
members do not have access to e
mail, they should discuss
alternatives with the Secretary.

Membership is £18.00 annually;
Senior Members (State Retirement
Age) and Junior members , under
18 pay £12.00. A door fee of £1.00
is also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

month and will use
145.375MHz starting
local time.
Where the month has
the 5th Tuesday net

The Club Net operates on 2 meters
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
V30 (S15)
at 20.00hrs
5 Tuesdays

will be on
GB3BZ
Input
438.450MHz
Output 430.850MHz
CTCSS
110.9

BARSCOM the clubs magazine is
sent to members as an e mail

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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