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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the month

John, M5AJB

Good friends are the jewels of
life......
Difficult to find and impossible to
replace.

The Railways On The Air weekend was another success this year.
A quieter time then other years,
with not so many members of the
public about. It was nice to see so
many club members attending
over the weekend.

JOTA 2017
Earls Colne Scout HQ, Station Road,
Earls Colne, CO6 2ER
21st - 22nd October

Jota 21st – 22nd Oct, at Earls
Colne Scout Hut, This year we will
be helping the scouts to build a
simple construction project over
the weekend , as well as operating
the radio’s. So turn up and help if
you can as this looks like being
another busy weekend.
We have booked a table at the
Canvey Rally for next year. So if
you have any thing you would like
to sell, let the committee know and
we will try to sell it for you, for a
small commission.
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Well that’s all for this month.

Best 73’s John M5AJB
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fourteen ROTA stations. Also
contacted were a smattering of
European stations; a first in a
martime mobile in Orkney, and
other special event stations, Castles on the Air, and Museums.

Railways on the Air
2017
Geoff, G1WRH

Ice on the line? Leaves on
the line?
No, it was Gurkhas on the line at
the Colne Valley Railway as an
Indian
film
re-enactment
prevented ROTA setup on the
preceding
Friday
afternoon.
Motorcycle scout Peter sent a
message to HQ (John’s QTH),
which was relayed to the forward
party. However, first thing on
Saturday N.O.V. holder Melvin,
with a group of volunteers (not
conscripts) set up the station with
a Windom running above the roof
of the operating carriage and a
colinear on top of the central
supporting mast.

-Neil
operating
Retrevis
DMR
transceiver with speaker/mike attached,
through repeater GB7HA based at
Halstead. Using laptop with dongle
switching between QRZ.com and DMR
server list http://alpha.opendmr.net/#
(Picture shows fully opening doors at the
end of the carriage from its operational
days in the 1950’s as a “Motorail” car
transporter)

Neil worked over a dozen stations
UK wide on DMR through local
repeater GB7HA with 5 watts
using his £99 Retrevis handheld
connected to the colinear and Peter
worked three stations on CW
including Uli, DJ91E with only 1
watt
in
mid
Germany.
Interestingly DMR and HF
transmissions did not run

This year was somewhat different
both in the types of stations
contacted, and in the nature of the
visitors to the railway. HF stations
were pulled out of the fluctuating
bands in our low lying valley by
numerous operators, including
4
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comfortably side by side – HF
breakthrough
completely
overwhelmed
the
DMR
transmissions, so much so that the
only way to continue operating
both bands was by them to operate
alternately. Observations on why
this may have been the case would
be welcomed.
Saturday was a steam experience
day where paid for participants
were given half an hour each
instruction and operation time on
the footplate, in most cases
photographed and watched by
their children and grandchildren.
Sunday was a general open day
but not a special event, and as
ROTA contacts were chalked up
on a board outside the carriage,
members had conversations with
visitors who were showing
interest.

Certificate of participation from ROTA
organisers, Bishop Aukland RAC.

Although short of operators on
Sunday morning – a small
contingent was at Duxford (which
incidentally was contacted on 2M)
- it is pleasing to note that
although stretched the club is
sufficiently strong with active
members to be able to cover more
than one event.
The station was broken down on
Monday morning.

Club Equipment
You can borrow the club’s Aerial
Analyser for only £1/day and the
Morse Tutor (Less Battery) for
50p/2-week session.
Ask one of the Committee for
information
5
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end was 12 inches from the ground.
Calls made by Eddie quickly
proved that the loop was working
successfully , much to the relief of
Derek. Unexpectedly the loop also
tuned up very well using Edwin’s
IC 7000 and LTD IT100 Tuner –
so it turned out to be a bonus
working on both 20 and 40 metres.
He christened the original loop
‘LOOPY’
so
it
seemed
appropriate to call this derivative
‘SLOOPY’.
When he dismantled the loop and
took it home, he wanted a ‘prideof-place’ for it - so not being
constrained by ‘one-who-must-beobeyed’ he has mounted it on the
wall of his bedroom and when he
wakes up in the morning
‘SLOOPY’ is the first thing he
sees –can’t be bad can it ??

Sloopy
Geoff, G1WRH

Erecting Derek’s Loopy - 40m version 1

Following his success with his 20
metre folded loop at our last
summer camp Derek constructed
a 40 metre version which he
brought to the summer camp.
Edwin and John already had a
mast ready for him and it was put
up as a ‘sloper’ 25 feet high. The
loop was cut to the frequency ‘onsite’ and set to 7.09 MHz. It
showed an impedance of 50 ohms
and a SWR of 1.5 when the lower

‘SLOOPY ‘ Greets Derek every happy
morning !

Cont.d on P8
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abortive attempts to buy a suitable
interface, the result of supplier
errors, Paul was able to buy the
appropriate
interface.
Using
MMTV and Ham Radio Deluxe
software he was able to receive
some SSTV on 20m. I last dabbled
in SSTV several years ago, while
running a radio club for pupils at
the school where I taught. I use
PSK31 from time to time and have
cobbled together an 'interface'
(well a tangle of wires) connecting
my FT897 to an ageing desktop
computer running the last 'freebee'
version of Ham Radio Deluxe
(HRD) This suite of programs
offers rig control, logging and
digital modes support. I mainly
use HRD for logging, plus PSK31
when I feel the urge.

Derek now has plans for a 40 metre
double-sloper designed to be only
15 feet high and the fed-end 24
inches from the ground - however,
a few calculations have to be made
first – so he is scratching his head
right now. But, as he says “ Our
summer camps are a glorious
opportunity to experiment with
home-brew antennas – it costs so
little money, one learns a great
deal from the successes and the
failures and it really is a ‘buzz’ to
know that one can out-perform
many of the commercially made
systems.”

Into the Realms of
SSTV
Paul, 2E0ELA & Mike G8DJO

Paul's
description
of
his
experiments
with
SSTV
encouraged me to see if I could
follow his lead. Having a working
set-up with HRD I was not keen to
make any changes to it, fearing I
would end up with problems. So
selecting SSTV mode in the
DM780 application that is part of
HRD, I listened (or should that be
watched) for SSTV signals on
20m. Several failed attempts gave
no pictures, despite hearing SSTV
signals. Was this down to the
signals, or to problems with my

Spurred into action by Edwin's
recent call to arms, two intrepid
explorers set off on an adventure
in SSTV.
Paul,
2E0ELA,
spoke
enthusiastically to me recently
about his desire to get on the air
using SSTV and described some of
his first attempts to interface his rig
to a computer and initially receive
SSTV signals and later be able to
transmit as well. After some
8
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image received with that sent.

set-up? I was sure the basic set-up
was ok because I was able to work
PSK31, so I figured I should avoid
messing with settings. Finally, I
managed to receive a rather grainy
picture from a 'GM' station.
Meanwhile Paul was now keen to
know if his transmit set-up was
working, having made some
tentative CQ / test calls but with no
responses. First step was to find
out if Paul and I could
communicate by 'phone' on 2m. It
turned out 20W on 2m fm was
more than adequate for good
quality signals both ways between
us. We then ventured on to SSTV.

Next Paul tried transmitting to me
and success! An image duly
arrived at my end, confirming our
set-ups were working. We both
feel we could probably improve
things but there are many settings
to consider at both the TX and RX
ends so more experiments need to
be conducted. We both signed off
with the intention of making some
more images to transmit as our
collection of QSO material is quite
limited at the moment. Watch this
space.
If you wish to experiment with
Data Modes you need Edwin’s
compilation of HF band plans,
showing where you will find
each mode on each band.

Despite one or two minor issues I
was able to transmit pictures to
Paul, which he emailed back to me
so I could compare the quality of

See the BADARS website for
access to these.
9
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Martin, FAQ, helped me raise the
tower, after us failing to get the
full 26ft tower height up due to
lack of strength, we kept it at 16ft.
After all, this height is still near
the roofline, and Sp-E doesn't
need that much antenna height.
Note the bearings and ‘armstrong’
rotator system. You may also
know of the 16ft long pole - it
came off the roof of the Marconi
Widford factory - I happened to be
working the other side of the fence
when they knocked the building
down in 1989.

Discreet Antenna
and
Sporadic-E activities
Howard, G6LXK
During the summer, I wanted to
experience the expected sporadicE season with the IC-7300. Deciding to put my much-larger-thanexpected-it-to-be antenna for
10/6/4m bands on top of a 16 foot
long pole in the middle of the lawn
was allowed for about 2 weeks in
the month of June. The pole looks
like this:

The DX forum guys had been
moaning that no Sp-E had been
observed so far this summer, then
bang, the next day it all opened up.
I worked many countries on 10, 6
& 4m: including Estonia, Croatia,
Ukraine, Hungary, Yugoslavia &
Sardinia. The antenna is not designed for prolonged weather, so
down it came as soon as my time
was up. The regular openings finished the day after.…
I wanted a method where I can
quickly put up a mast in 30 minutes, in a more discrete position in
the garden. The radio station manager doesn't like to see any obvious aerials, although tolerates
Cont.d on p11
10

Oct2017
<temporary> structures. After
some deliberation I decided that a
pole system next to our large garden shed would suit. Here's what I
did: I fitted a wooden bar to the
strongest place on the shed's exterior, fitting a bolt-on T-bracket to
that. For the base plate and hinge I
had a problem. There was a stepping stone right where I wanted to
peg down the plate. Eureka, why
not concrete half of the hinge un-

brown, but alas Mrs Stationmanager still spotted it out of the window.

At the Newbury Rally this summer I bought a 16ele portable 2m
beam, stored in a tube, which will
work well with the Tandy rotator I
bought in 1986 and had never
used. This fella did not want to
turn after 30 years, so some disassembly and axle grease was required!

der the stepping stone? When I
take down the pole, I can plonk the
stone back into its hole.
I even painted the components the
same colour as the shed, dark
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Apr 11th
Talk/presentation from RNLI

Sep 22nd-24th

Sept 26th
Natter Night
Oct 10th
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)
Planning

th

Apr 25

Sausage and mash /
Mills on the air planning
May 9th
QRP Operating Evening/Mills
on the Air (MOTA)prep
May 12,13,14

ROTA

Oct 20th-22nd

JOTA

MOTA
Oct 24th
TX Factor 15
Nov 14th
Digital Radio
Nov 28th
Surplus Equipment sale
th
Dec 12

May 23rd
The AGM
th
Jun13
Construction Evening
th
Jun 27
Club BBQ
Jul 11th
Construction Contest
Jul 25th

Christmas social
Dec 26th
Natter Night

Aerial Clinic
Aug 8th
TX Factor 14
Aug 22nd
Natter Night
Aug 26th-28th

Don’t forget!

Summer Camp

New Club venue, new
Club nights, new Club
Net nights, new Barscom
dates

Sep 12th
Railways on the Air Planning
(ROTA)
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Rallies
(Kempton Rally)
Kempton Park Racecourse,
Staines Road East, Sunbury on
Thames, TW16 5AQ.
There will be a talk in station and
on site car parking is free. Doors
open at 10am with disable d
visitors gaining access 10 minutes
earlier. There will be trade
stations, a Bring & Buy and
special interest groups. Other
attractions are lectures, a raffle
and catering on site. Details from
Paul, M0CJX on 0845 165 0351,
info@radiofairs.co.uk.
[www.radiofairs.co.uk].

13-15 OCTOBER 2017
RSGB CONVENTION
Kent’s Hill Park Training and
Conference Centre, Swallow
House, Timbold Drive, Kent’s Hill
Park, Milton Keynes,
Buckinghamshire MK7 6BZ.
The Convention programme of
lectures for all interests will be
available on the website. Principal
sponsor Martin Lynch & Sons.
[www.rsgbevents.org].
15 OCTOBER 2017
HOLSWORTHY ARC RALLY
Holsworthy ARC
Holsworthy Community College,
Victoria Hill, Holsworthy, Devon
EX22 6JD
Howard, M0MYB by email to
holsworthyarc@gmail.com

11 NOVEMBER 2017 (NEW
DATE)
FOG ON THE TYNE RALLY
Whitehall Road Methodist Church
Hall, Bensham, Gateshead NE8
4LH
Nancy Bone, G7UUR on 07990
760 920 or by email to
nancybone2001@yahoo.co.uk

15 OCTOBER 2017
HORNSEA AMATEUR RADIO
RALLY
Floral Hall, 7 The Esplanade,
Hornsea HU18 1NQ
Details from Rick, M0CZR, 01964
533712 or by email to
R106221@aol.com

12 NOVEMBER 2017
29th GREAT NORTHERN
HAMFEST CANCELLED

5 NOVEMBER 2017
WEST LONDON RADIO &
ELECTRONICS SHOW

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
VHF
Oct
10 1900-2000 432MHz FMAC
2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
12 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
17 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
19 1900-2000 70MHz FMAC
2000-2230 70MHz UKAC
22 0900-1300 50MHz AFS
Contest
24 2000-2230 SHF UKAC

HF
Oct
11 1900-2000 Autumn contest
series
22 1900-2030 RoLo CW
26 1900-2000 Autumn contest
series

Nov
4-5 1400-1400 144MHz CW
Marconi VHF CW
Championship
7 1900-2000 144MHz FMAC
2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
9 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC

Next Month

Nov
8 2000-2100 Autumn contest
series

What items can you contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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