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Thought for the
Month

Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

"Success consists of going from
Failure to Failure
without loss of enthusiasm"

As I write this we are waiting the
details of the latest lock down. The
main thing is for us all to stay safe and
well.

W.S.Churchill

Although we are not able to have club
meetings we still have our club nets,
meetings on the air (both on
Tuesdays) and the welfare nets
(currently on Mondays, Wednesday
and Saturdays). So please join the nets
when you can.

Next Meeting
On the Air

We are looking for subjects for the
meetings on the air. So if you have
anything that would make a good
subject then let one of the committee
know. Anything from how to get on to
a new mode or band. How about on
air rig reviews. The other idea the
committee are looking into is a way of
having on line video meetings/talks.
Once some tests have been completed
we will let you know.
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Geoff G1GNQ is working hard at
finding ideas for special event stations
to help create activity within the club
and on the bands. Please contact
Geoff G1GNQ if you would like to
take part.

73 Dave, G0DEC
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Meetings Report

All Members

Mike, G8DJO

Edwin, G0LPO

The enthusiasm for club meetings on
the air, regular nets and the welfare
net remains encouragingly high. I
counted eleven participents on last
Tuesday’s net. This includes Melvin
our net controller who continues to do
stirling work, keeping us all in some
semblance of order and who also
facilitates our meetings on the air.
The Wednesday night CW practice
also continues and new listeners are
encouraged to join in.

The committee have had some
offers of presentations for Club
Nights to be delivered via Zoom.
Before we respond we would like
to know how many of you have the
capability to use Skype or
Facebook messenger. Please let
Geoff or myself know. In addition
do any of you have a topic which
could form the basis for discussion
at our meetings on the air?

The range of topics arising on the net
varies widely. On the last net there
was talk of satellite working, FT8
activity, SSB activity on a variety of
HF bands, CW practice and QSOs,
issues and offers of help with PSUs &
preparations for the club’s special
event for Remebrance Day, GB5RD.
Also mentioned was a welcome to
another new member, M1EMF,
Raspberry Pi applications such as
ADS-B
reception,
up-coming
astronomy events. The trials and
tribulations of life under Covid
continue to feature, the return to lockdown, changes to work routines,
shopping issues ...

What did I do during
Lockdown? (no 1)
Edwin, G0LPO
You will recall that I asked for any
photos that have been taken during the
pandemic, to be e mailed to me so that
I could produce an article for Barscom
and for Radcom,
As I have received in excess of 25
photos, I decided to share a number of
them with you. Photos included in this
preview were from Brian G3TGB,
Richard G4FJC, Dave G0DEC, Mike,
G8DJO, and Geoff G1GNQ. I hope
you enjoy them, and its not to late to
send in some more, in Jpeg format.

If you have a burning issue to discuss
or just want a chat, do join in.
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Lockdown
Photos
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10x7x3cm and costs as little as £34. It's
not quite that simple however as that is
just for the circuit board and there are
a host of extra bits that you can and
probably would buy and they do add
up.

There was a little Pi…
Richard, G4FJC
By popular request (well one person
mentioned it on the BADARS net) I
volunteered to write another article for
BARSCOM but this time to share what
I have been up to with my Raspberry
Pi (a tiny single board computer).

So it all depends on what you want to
do with it: if it's just to learn computing
and you already have a USB keyboard
and mouse and charger and a TV or
monitor with an HDMI port, it really is
that simple and cheap.

Before I start I had better own up to not
actually knowing much about what I
am talking about. However, I have
bought a book from the RSGB Raspberry Pi Explained For Radio
Amateurs by Mike Richards G4WNC
- and he certainly does know what he
is talking about and I have been
(mostly) doing exactly as he says.

I wanted to: put it into a box; to use my
monitor which only has a VGA
connector; to decode data signals I
receive on my main rig; and to
experiment with using it as an SDR
receiver. So in addition to the Pi I
bought: a VGA/HDMI adapter (£10);
a USB audio adapter (£11); a box with
a cooling fan (£10); a wall wart PSU
(£8); and an RTL-SDR based TV/DAB
Dongle including antenna and USB
extender (£18).

SO WHAT IS A RASPBERRY PI?
At this point I could launch into CPU
specifications etc etc but I am trying to
keep this article as non technical as I
can and anyway I would only be
copying from the book, which is
probably illegal.
So basically it's a fully functional
computer which has the same
performance as a normal laptop
computer that only needs a mouse,
keyboard, screen and power supply to
be plugged in to get it working. The
amazing part is that it fits into a box just

Photo 1 shows the parts.
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What follows is how I (eventually) got
them all working together.

The next step was to install FLDIGI to
receive RTTY and PSK31. The book
said I needed to do some command line
magic to increase the swap space (no,
I don’t know what that means either)
so I duly followed all the instructions
before downloading the program files
using the Raspberry Pi web browser
and then running the install script, again
using the command line, as per the web
site instructions. More scrolling of lots
of different coloured text which took
quite a long time but again stopped
eventually. Then I put the swap size
back to what it was (because the book
told me to) and closed the command
line.

USING THE PI AS A DIGITAL
MODES AUDIO DECODER
The digital modes I am talking about
are those that use audio tones, normally
received using SSB such as RTTY,
PSK31 and FT8. In fact the software
used can receive many more modes
than that.
The first thing to do was to make sure
all the Raspberry Pi system software
was up to date. For those of you with
long memories this was a big déjà vu
moment because it was just like the old
MS-DOS days as it was necessary to
use a command line interface. Having
entered the command (its in the book)
the screen went bonkers with text and
automatically executing instructions
scrolling down the screen and I hadn’t
a clue what was going on. It prompted
with a continue Y/N a couple of times
and I responded Y, mainly because I
had no idea what to do next if I said N.

I had a new icon on the screen and with
some trepidation I clicked it and
FLDIGI burst into life on the screen!
The book showed me how to set up the
configuration to use the sound server I
installed earlier and I plugged the audio
lead from the microphone into the
headphones socket of my rig. Good
news and bad news. Good news the
input signal bars and waterfall on
FLDIGI were all showing the audio I
was receiving on the rig. Bad news
none of them seemed to be RTTY or
PSK and I didn’t have a clue how to use
FLDIGI anyway. So I downloaded the
manual and when I saw it was 500
pages long decided to move onto FT8.

Eventually, it stopped and just sat there
with an empty command line, so I
assumed all was well and carried on.
The next step was to install PulseAudio
sound server to use with the USB audio
adapter, again using the command line
and following the instructions in the
book. I checked it out by playing an
MP3 file into headphones plugged into
the adapter and all was OK.

The program to decode FT8 is WSJT-X
and that was actually a lot easier to
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install. All I did was follow the book
instructions to the letter. I made one
mistake
I
typed
‘unzip
~/downloads/qsstv*’ instead of ‘unzip
~/Downloads/qsstv*’ and it took me
ages to realise that the Pi command line
is case sensitive! After a while all
calmed down on the screen and I found
a new menu option instead of an icon
and when I clicked it the familiar FT8
screen came up. This time there was
plenty of FT8 signals (as always) and
it started decoding straight away. You
can’t imagine how good and satisfying
that felt! Just to prove it, photo 2 shows
FT8 being decoded on the Raspberry
Pi
(to be continued)

CQWW 2020
Brian, G3TGB

Being near the equinox, which is
best for DX, this contest did not
disappoint,
propagation
was
extremely good with all bands
putting in a good show. With my
simple 10m dipole I concentrated on
this band for Saturday afternoon and
my reports were from Bosnia in the
Adriatic to Lithuania in the Baltic.
Many Finnish stations were heard
but not one came back to my calls
even though they are just across the
water from Lithuania.
At 21.00 UTC I came on to14MHz
and worked 1 Russian and 3 USA;
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New
York. By 22.00 UTC these were
fading out and 40 and 80 were
packed with high power Europeans.
Sunday early afternoon seemed very
quiet on 28MHz and I only worked
one station– Finland so I switched to
14MHz and worked Cyprus and
Russia.
I started again at 20.00 UTC on
14MHz looking for Canadian
stations and managed two during the
evening. One of these in New
Brunswick was 59+5 Around these
two I worked seven in the USA from
New York to Virginia.

For Sale
My Anytone D578 UV Pro, with
Bluetooth and GPS, I bought in
February, as I don't get on with DMR
and find the display a little small for my
eyesight.
If any club members are interested I
think a figure around £325 would be
about right.
Contact Tim, G0JMT 07896183220
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https://www.rsgbcc.org/cgibin/hfreadcal.pl?year=2020

Contest Corner

Our special events that have run from
members home stations this year have
been very successful, with members
taking part in Railways On The Air at
the end of September and JOTA during
October.

Geoff, G1GNQ

Hello all and welcome to this months
Contest / Events Corner.
October has been a lively month for
contesting even though the Covid situation has caused some major changes in
the way that contest stations are run.
The last full weekend in October saw
the CQWW Contest running and as
band conditions were fair there were a
great many stations heard from all
around the globe. Although none of our
members entered the contest several
were on the bands to give away a few
points and work some new countries
etc. On Saturday the 10metre band was
quite productive with Brian G3TGB
reporting several strong contacts
throughout Europe and also Canada and
the United states.

To continue with this we have secured
the call GB5RD to run from 7th to 12th
November for Remembrance Day and
Armistice Day. This call can be operated from members home stations as Ofcom are still allowing relaxation of the
rules for special events. A schedule of
two hour slots on all the bands is in
operation and open for full licence
holding members to book a slot to operate. Please contact Geoff G1GNQ or
Edwin G0LPO to see what times/ bands
are available if you would like to join
in.

The Autumn Series of the 80m contest
rolls on with Thursday 29th October
being the second SSB round, Monday
2nd November is Data and then the
third round of SSB is Wednesday 11th
November. Times for these events are
20:00 – 21:30 UTC. If you fancy a go
and would like more information on
entry or log submission please contact
Geoff G1GNQ or take a look at the HF
Contest pages on the RSGB Website:
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Please note all meetings on the air and nets on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month, will use 145.375MHz S15 commencing at
20.00hrs local time

September
Tue 1st GB5BOB Start Date Battle of Britain Special event Station
Tue 1st Club Net
Tue 8th Meeting on the Air Railways on the air planning
Tue 15th Club Net
Tue 22nd Meeting on the Air Natter Night
Sat 26th Railways on the Air GB0CVR
Sun 27th Railways on the Air GB0CVR
Mon 28th GB5BOB last day of Battle of Britain Special event
Station

October
Tue 6th Club Net
Tue 13th Meeting on the Air feedback on special event stations .
Tue 20th Club Net
Tue 27th Meeting on the Air Photographic Competition
November
Tue 3rd Club Net
Tue 10th Meeting on the Air
Tue 17th Club Net
Tue 24th Surplus Equipment Sale
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Rallies
John, G4LRG on 0777 569 6568 or
Brian, G7OCK 01388 762 678.

RSGB advice is :The situation with the Covid-19
virus is changing rapidly. You
should check before travelling that
the activities announced here are
taking place.

28 NOVEMBER 2020
CANCELLED
ROCHDALE & DISTRICT ARS
SUMMER RALLY

15 NOVEMBER 2020

Details from Robert, M0NVQ, on
0777 811 3333 or
m0nvq@outlook.com.

WEST LONDON RADIO &
ELECTRONICS SHOW
CANCELLED

6 DECEMBER 2020

Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines
Road East, Sunbury on Thames
TW16 5AQ.

CANCELLED
CATS Radio & Electronics Bazaar

Paul, M0CJX, 08451 650 351,
info@radiofairs.org.uk.
[www.radiofairs.org.uk].

The Oasis Academy Coulsdon,
Homefield Road, Coulsdon,
Surrey.

22 NOVEMBER 2020
CANCELLED
BISHOP AUCKLAND RADIO
AMATEURS CLUB 2020 RALLY

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/

Spennymoor Leisure Centre, 32
High Street, Spennymoor, County
Durham, DL16 6DB
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Contests
8 Dec 2000-2230 432MHz
UKAC

VHF
10 Nov 1900-1955 432MHz
FMAC
10 Nov 2000-2230 432MHz
UKAC
12 Nov 1900-1955 50MHz
MGMAC
12 Nov 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
17 Nov 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
19 Nov 2000-2230 70MHz UKAC
24 Nov 1930-2230* SHF UKAC
1 Dec 2000-2230 144MHz
UKAC
1 Dec 1900-1955 144MHz
FMAC
1 Dec 1900-1955 144MHz
MGMAC
6 Dec 1000-1600 144MHz AFS
AFS Super League
8 Dec 1900-1955 432MHz
FMAC

HF
11 Nov 2000-2130 Autumn Series
SSB
14 Nov 2000-2300 Club Calls
(1.8MHz AFS)
AFS Super League HF Champ
16 Nov 2000-2130 RSGB FT4
21 Nov 1900-2300 2nd 1.8MHz
Contest HF Championship
26 Nov 2000-2130
Autumn Series CW
AFS Super League 2018-19
AFS Super League 2019-20
HF Championship

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
of the month using V30 (S15)
145.375 MHz starting at 20.00hrs
local time. Where the month has
5 Tuesdays the 5th Tuesday net

During the Covid-19 restrictions
the club meets on the air on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each
month, using V30 (S15) 145.375
MHz commencing at 20.00hrs
local time. The topic for each
meeting will be notified in
Barscom in the previous month.

will be on GB3BZ.
Input
438.450Mhz Output 430.850Mhz
CTCSS 110.9 commencing at
20.00hrs local time.

In addition the club operates a club
net on the 1st, and 3rd Tuesdays

(Issued Aug 2020)

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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