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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the month

John, M5AJB

I received my license in 1964
so...

Jota was our last special radio
event of this year, and I can say
that it was a success. This year we
had more going on that in other
years. Construction was one aspect that we have not taken on in
such a scale as we did this year.
Over 25 kits were made, not all of
them completed, and not all of
them worked first time. The comment of one scout summed it up,
“at least I can take mine to school
and show them my soldering, I’ve
not done that before.” Neil and
Colin were busy over the weekend
showing Digital radio working.
We also had an HF station and a
2mt station working. So all in all a
good weekend.
November 14th, Neil and Colin

I am a novice with 53 years
experience !!

Meeting Cancelled
Please note the 26th December
meeting is cancelled. There will
be an informal 2m net instead
Apology
Last month’s article about Derek’s
Loopy was mistakenly attributed to
Geoff. It was of course written by
Derek himself. Sorry about that
Derek.

will be talking about, and demonstrating Digital radio. Having seen
it at Jota, I am keen to learn more
about it and look forward to the
evening.
November 28th, Is our surplus
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equipment sale, a good time to sort
out those unwanted items.
Well that’s all for this month.
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stations prior to the scout camp
being opened.

JOTA 2017
Neil M0NAS
Edwin G0LPO

Despite the impending weather of
storm Brian for JOTA weekend,
setup went ahead on the Friday
afternoon without a hitch. This
year JOTA was at the Earls Colne
Scout Hut with the Halstead and
Colne Valley Scouts using the call
sign GB1HCV.
The 6m antenna placed at the front
of the scout hut had to be resecured on the Saturday due to the
increase in wind strength but the
remaining antennas stayed in
place without any problems during
the whole weekend.
The club had arranged to arrive at
9.00 on the Saturday to set up all

Prayer to the great gods of
propagation

During the weekend Melvin
G0EMK operated HF, Geoff
G1GNQ 2m, also this year DMR
operated by Neil M0NAS and
Colin M6NCU.
HF made 11 contacts during the
Saturday despite all bands being
noisy for the whole of the day, this
being put down to all the
fluorescent lights around the site.
These contacts included a couple
of JOTA stations S59EHI in
Slovenia and GB1GDS First
Foston Scout Group in Lincoln.
Also a special call sign in Hungary
HG500T, this was Hungarian
Radio Amateur Society in

Friday set-up
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Memory of Martin Luther and the
Reformation, Budapest.
On the Sunday morning Melvin
G0EMK noticed an improvement
on HF with very little noise on all
bands until Neil M0NAS and
Colin M6NCU arrived and set up
the DMR station. At first it was
thought it was the DMR itself
generating the noise however after
turning off items at this station it
was found the problem was the
laptop.

2m activity

DMR is something new to the club
for this years JOTA. This was
operated for both days via the
local repeater GB3HA based in
Halstead. On DMR we got 41
contacts over the two days with 6
being from the USA, 1 Canada,
several |Irish and European
stations. The furthest contact
made was Ben N6ELF who was in
Pearland USA 7850km away.
For this years JOTA the club
arranged for the scouts/cubs to
build some small electrical

Messages passed on DMR
Due to the improvement on the
bands Melvin managed to get a
further 9 contacts in the morning
on 80m including a further JOTA
station in France F6KOP Radio
Club De Provins.
Due to the location and a shortage
of operators we only managed to
run the 2m station for the Saturday
with Geoff G1GNQ. Six contacts
made and three of these being
from JOTA stations in Harlow,
Chelmsford and Colchester.

Construction Team
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the challenge. A very useful and
enjoyable activity day.

construction kits. This kept Edwin
G0LPO and Neville G8CDG busy
for the two days with the help of
John M5AJB and Paul, 2E0ELA.
This year’s event marked the 60th
year of Jota, and took place at the
Scout Hut in Earls Colne. The
event which was organised by the
Halstead and Colne Valley District Scouts brought together many
scout groups. The Braintree and
District ARS were asked to assist
by providing both Radio and construction facilities.
Radio
The club provided HF, VHF,
UHF, and DMR stations.
Construction
This required the assembly soldering and testing of Kits. The
club sourced 30 kits in total with
6 different kits.
On the day 24 kits were completed as follows.
Flashing LEDs (4)
Sound to Light (4)
Water Alarms (4)
Electronic Dice (4)
Pocket VU meter (4)
Dual Super Bright LEDS (4)

Construction Activity
The weekend program commenced on Friday afternoon with
masts and antenna in place and
suitability tested ( members assisted) Saturday commenced midmorning with 5 club members operating the stations and a further 3
overseeing construction. Sunday
saw the packing up of all the
equipment and the lowering of the
masts and antennas (8 members
assisted with this)

The majority of the scouts had
never soldered before but all met

Cont.d on P8
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The club has received a letter of
thanks and a donation to the club
from The District Commissioner.
All in all a very successful event
for the club.
This from one scout, “At least I can
take mine to school and show them
my soldering, I’ve not done that
before.” is a telling measure of just
how successful-Ed.

‘ell of a pet dog on
that lead Neil

No, just a brick!
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invited to suggest ideas for future
evenings.
Computer logging was indicated
as being one area worthy of further
discussion, as was cw operation
across the room using dummy
loads.
Time at the end of the meeting was
allocated to making arrangements
for the forthcoming ROTA special
event.

Meeting Reports
Geoff G1WRH and Various
contributors

September reports held over from
the last edition of BARSCOM.
First Meeting in September
Edwin introduced his thought
provoking talk “Where Lies the
Future of the Club?,” by asking if
we interact enough with the
public.
There are so many data modes
available, with RTTY being the
oldest, but still with a large
following, and SSTV now being
more accessible through the use of
computer interfaces.
Essex CW Club has taken great
strides in encouraging the
following of this mode with
tuition, events and nets.
Edwin continued to remind us of
the
numerous
software
applications available for logging.
This he followed talking about the
interfaces available for use
between
computers
and
soundcards.
Each topic was elaborated upon
with examples too numerous to list
here. The discussion was then
opened to the floor with members

Second Meeting of September
This was a natter night, and the
members in attendance enjoyed
the opportunity to exchange ideas
in a relaxed and informal manner
– still always a popular format for
the occasional meeting.
First Meeting of October
This was devoted to JOTA
planning and the intricacies of
running a full complement of
radios alongside a construction
activity. The number of known
unknowns
and
unknown
unknowns posed some interesting
challenges but nothing that team
BADARS couldn't handle! Teams
were put together for the set-up,
operating, construction and clearup.
Second Meeting of October
TX Factor 15 viewing.
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BADARS SURPLUS (JUNK) EQUIPMENT SALE
November 28th

In addition to the normal donated items your committee have agreed to dispose of
items of equipment which appear on the asset register but are no longer used.
Proceeds from the sale will be used to help fund a more modern main transceiver
for the club
Items will include:Yaesu FC902 HF ATU
Yaesu FC707 ATU
ICOM IC271
ICOM IC471E
TRIO R1000 Receiver
ICOM IC211E
YAESU FP707 Power Supply
If any members have items they would like to add to this sale, please let Edwin
know.
These items will each have a reserve price, which if not achieved will remove the
item from sale. Any items left will be offered to non club members or held over
for the Canvey Rally.

Lets make this sale, a sale to remember
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Band Plans (part 3)
The Magic Band
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Apr 11th
Talk/presentation from RNLI

Sep 22nd-24th

Sept 26th
Natter Night
Oct 10th
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)
Planning

th

Apr 25

Sausage and mash /
Mills on the air planning
May 9th
QRP Operating Evening/Mills
on the Air (MOTA)prep
May 12,13,14

ROTA

Oct 20th-22nd

JOTA

MOTA
Oct 24th
TX Factor 15
Nov 14th
Digital Radio
Nov 28th
Surplus Equipment sale
th
Dec 12

May 23rd
The AGM
th
Jun13
Construction Evening
th
Jun 27
Club BBQ
Jul 11th
Construction Contest
Jul 25th

Christmas social
Dec 26th
Natter Night
Informal Club Net

Aerial Clinic
Aug 8th
TX Factor 14
Aug 22nd
Natter Night
Aug 26th-28th

Don’t forget!

Summer Camp

New Club venue, new
Club nights, new Club
Net nights, new Barscom
dates

Sep 12th
Railways on the Air Planning
(ROTA)
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Rallies
18 NOVEMBER 2017

26 NOVEMBER 2017

RADARS TRADITIONAL
RADIO RALLY

BISHOP AUCKLAND RADIO
AMATEURS CLUB (BARAC)
2017 RALLY

St Vincent de Paul’s, Caldershaw
Rd, off Edenfield Rd (A680),
Norden, Rochdale OL12 7QR
Dave, G3RIK by email to
rally@radars.me.uk
[www.radars.me.uk]

Spennymoor Leisure Centre, 32
High Street, SPENNYMOOR,
County Durham, DL16 6DB
More details from John, G4LRG
on 01388 606 396

19 NOVEMBER 2017
PLYMOUTH RADIO CLUB
RADIO RALLY

2 DECEMBER
SOUTHS LANCS ARC WINTER
RALLY

Harewood House, Ridgeway,
Plympton, Plymouth PL7 2AS
Information from David Beck,
2E0DTC on 0777 766 4822 or by
email to d.beck123@outlook.com.

Bickershaw Village Community
Club, Bickershaw Lane,
Bickershaw, Wigan WN2 5TE

19 NOVEMBER 2017

Jason, G0IZR on 01942 735828

CATS 40th ELECRONICS
RADIO BAZAAR

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/

Oasis Acdemy Coulsdon,
Homefield Road, Old Coulsdon
CR5 1ES Details from Andy
Briers, G0KZT o 0772 986 6600or
email bazaar@catsradio.org.
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Contests
HF
Nov
11 2000-2300 Club Calls
(1.8MHz AFS)
18 1900-2300 2nd 1.8MHz
Contest HF Championship
23 2000-2100 Autumn contest
series

VHF
Nov
14 1900-2000 432MHz FMAC
2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
16 1900-2000 70MHz FMAC
2000-2230 70MHz UKAC
21 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
28 2000-2230 SHF UKAC
Dec
3 1000-1600 144MHz AFS
5 1900-2000 144MHz FMAC
2000-2230 144MHz UKAC

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Next Month
What items can you contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
14
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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