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Thought for the

Chairman’s Chat

Month

Dave, G0DEC
“Nothing is impossible. The word
itself says “I’m possible!”
Audrey Hepburn

October has been a busy month,
with our AGM and JOTA.
Thank you for a good turn out at
the AGM. Thank you to all for the
work of the outgoing committee
since the last AGM (2019) and
welcome to the new members of
the committee.
Along with getting back to having
meetings, we are able to take part
in events such as JOTA. Thanks to
Castle Hedingham for hosting this
years JOTA, although a little chilly
due to the need to keep the doors
open for ventilation due to covid,
we were well supplied with hot
drinks and food. It looks like there
is at least one scout (he almost
moved in for the event) who has
signed up for the foundation course.

Next Meeting:
Braintree History (part 2)
Mike. Bardell
9th Nov 21
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Also a reminder that you need to
have EMF calculations for above
110MHz done by the 18th of
November. If anyone needs help
with these then please ask.
That's all for now.
73 Dave G0DEC
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down milestone. This was the first
AGM since we were able to re-start
face- to -face meetings. Grateful
thanks to the out-going committee for
their hard work in the unprecedented
difficult Covid crisis and good luck to
the newly appointed committee
members.
Colin agreed to be nominated as
Treasurer and was elected unopposed.
Edwin & Tim are the two non post
holding committee members with
Dave as Chairman and Geoff as
Secretary. Richard is our volunteer
Webmaster although not actually on
the committee and Mike remains as
BARSCOM editor, again not a
committee post.

Meeting Reports
Mike, G8DJO

October’s meetings kicked off with the
usual Tuesday night net on 2m
(145.375MHz) There was a good
turnout of participants, plus others
listening in to the lively and interesting
discussions. With the majority of
stations putting in good signals, lockdown antenna work has clearly paid off
for some members who previously
struggled to be heard.
CW practice continues. Colin, G3UGG,
continues to do sterling work on
Wednesday evenings 20:00h (local) on
144.179MHz (+/-) holding the fort in
the temporary absence of Jim, G0DCR.
Best wishes to Jim for a speedy
recovery, we hope to hear him back on
the key soon.

Richard G4FJC, was presented with
the Editors Trophy for his contribution
to the club magazine. The Founder's
Trophy was presented to Brian
G3TGB, for his wake up calls for the
Welfare Nets during Lockdown.
Unfortunately, Brian was unable to be
present to receive his trophy.

The 12th October meeting at the club
house was something of a post lock-
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was turned back on for the weekend to
allow easy access to the Phoenix
Network and all started OK until a
problem arose with access from the
club’s Motorola DMR Rig. After a lot
of trial and a great many errors Dave
G0DEC was able to clear up the
problems by carrying out some minor
adjustments to the DMR side of the BZ
Box. Once this was sorted out Colin
M6NCU was able to make several
contacts which resulted in some young
scouts being able to pass messages to a
station in Sydney.

JOTA 2021
Geoff, G1GNQ

The weekend of 16th & 17th October
saw “Jamboree On The Air”
BADARS took part in the weekend by
setting up and operating at 1st Castle
Hedingham Scout Headquarters.
Setting up commenced on the
Thursday
evening
with
Colin
M6NCU, Chris M7LGC and Geoff
G1GNQ erecting the masts and
antennas. This was done mostly in the
dark with the assistance of some
torches and scouts. The clubs Carolina
Windom along with a V2000 CoLinear and 70cms beam all set up with
feeders routed into the building in
readiness for Friday.

Our
”Night
Watchman” Tim
G0JMT was all
set up with his
Motorhome at the
scout HQ and so
took advantage of
the station to
operate late into
Friday
night.
Several contacts were made on 80
metres until closing down at around
mid-night.

Friday PM the rest
of the set up was
put in place with
HF, VHF & DMR
being set up and
tested. The testing
on
HF
was
expertly carried out by Mike G8DJO
who on his second call managed to
work a DX’pedition station J5T on
Bubaque Island, Guinea Bissau

Saturday morning
those that arrived
early were treated
to a breakfast roll
of bacon, sausage
and black pudding
all prepared and
cooked by Chris
M7LGC in his capacity of Scout
Leader. There was a steady stream of
scouts attending throughout the day

With everything working on the HF
station, VHF was tried and operating
OK so attention was turned to DMR.
The Dual Mode repeater at GB3BZ
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with a great deal of interest in all the
various stations we had running and
also a Morse Code challenge for them
to try their hand at.

successful weekend enjoyed by both
the Scouts and our club members
Thank you to 1st Castle Hedingham
Scouts for their hospitality at the
weekend and we look forward to
being able to return in 2022.

Caption Competition

There was a large range of Morse keys
on display and for use provided by
Edwin G0LPO & Dave G0DEC.
Several scouts tried their hand at
sending their names and were
rewarded with a small certificate for
their efforts. Saturdays proceedings
were very successful with scout
attendance dropping off at around
18:30 so most operators departed for
home leaving our night watchman in
charge again.

At the first meeting of the new
committee, Richard G4FJC our web
master had a little mishap leaving the
venue at Stisted. He reversed his car
into the ditch opposite the drive. In true
BADARS tradition mileage has to be
made from this event at Richard's
expense. When discussed at our zoom
meeting regarding the web site it was
suggested that we should possibly run
a caption competition to see what our
members can come up with.

Sunday started early again with Chris
M7LGC at the stove cooking breakfast
for the early birds. Scout attendance
was a little less on the Sunday but
there were again several contacts made
with other JOTA stations and the
youngsters were able to pass greetings
messages to other scout organizations.
The proceedings concluded at 13:00
with members in attendance to assist
with the taking down of the antennas
and packing away. All in all a

I would like to submit my caption as "
Richard that's not the Red Bus Layby"
See what you can do with it, Richard
has ok'd publication of the pic as long
as the reg can’t be seen!!
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My caption offering,
‘De La Rue, De La Rue, you
plonker Rodney’

80m CC +
Brian, G3TGB

(In your best Del Boy accent &
think French translation, Ed.)

I was rather pleased to log G6XX the
RSGB station together with 2x GM, 2x
GW, F, DF and PA.
Have been on 28MHz this afternoon and
it was FULL. I managed K1 and PY and
heard LT (Argentina) and CX.
Last night on 14MHz, 2 VE and 2 K.
21MHz was open and busy today. Will
try 14MHz again later tonight.

Next Month
What items can you
contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.

Sorry about playing my own trumpet!!

Club Memebership Fees
At the recent club AGM it was decided that the subscription rate would remain
unchanged for the current year at £16.00 & £10.00 for students and over 65’s.
With our meetings having been reduced to only 9 months in the current membership
year it was thought appropriate to ask members to pay 75% of the subscription for
this year
£12.00 and £7.50 students and over 65’s.
Bank Transfer can be arranged. Please speak to Treasurer Colin M6NCU for bank
details. If paying by transfer please quote call sign as the reference. Or by cheque
payable to ‘Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society’ sent to membership
secretary
Geoff Nurse
46 Kelvedon Road
Coggeshall Hamlet
Colchester
Essex
CO6 1RQ
Alternatively good old fashioned cash paid to treasurer or secretary at club meeting.
Thank you for your continued support and membership
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how this integrates with other ways in
which we communicate to members
and non members but I think its pretty
good already. For instance, we have a
Facebook Profile and Page but not
Group- I think that’s fine as we are a
small club and I don’t think it will add
much but what do you think? Please
let me know!

WebWorld (working title)
Richard, G4FJC
Welcome to a new regular column for
Barscom, it’s purpose to update you on
what’s happening on the internet, how
our club is participating and
highlighting other material that you
might be interested in taking a look at.

Just a brief look beyond our club. It has
been convention season but with a
difference- its been online and streamed
via YouTube channels. The advantage
of that is we can see all the
presentations and watch them when
convenient- and there is a lot to choose
from.

You may have noticed quite a few
changes to our website recently. We
have had a website for many years and
it was a trove of information and
updates. The service provider we used
increased their prices so much that we
had to move to another company and
that’s where the problems began. We
thought we could simply copy
everything over to the new site. After
months of effort, during which there
was little we could do to restore what
we had before, we have had to start
again from scratch. We now have a
basic site that we will be adding to over
the coming months and we will be
seeking members views on what you
would like to see on the site and how it
should be presented. This column will
be a part of that process!

The RSGB 2021 Online Convention is
now available to view on their You
Tube channel with lots of interesting
presentations and there is something for
everyone. The programme details are
on the RSGB website and unlike the
physical Convention, you can dip in
and out when you have 30 mins or so
to spare and not miss a thing.
The GQRP Club also held a Virtual
Convention in 2021 and only one of
their presentations is currently on their
You Tube channel but its a corker- the
RSGB EMF lead John, M0JAV,
explains the new EMF assessments.
This contains the slides that we saw at
the club meeting a few weeks ago but
John is the author of them and his voice
over contains a lot more information-

We also have a presence on social
media with active Facebook and
Twitter accounts, courtesy of Colin
M6NCU and Neil M0NAS who are not
only our roving reporters but ace
updaters! We will also be looking at
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and you can rewind if you didn’t quite
get it first time! They also have all of
their 2020 Online Convention
presentations containing some deep
technical topics if you are up for a
challenge.

the results for the Data round on 13th
October.
The November rounds are:Mon 1st 20:00-21:30 Data
Wed 10th 20:00-21:30 SSB
Thur 25th 20:00-21:00 CW

Martin Lynch & Son You Tube channel
contains a set of three videos they
produced to act as a Virtual Hamfest just
over a month ago. Two of them are
mostly special deals they had over the
weekend but one of them is an interview
with the SDRPlay team which is
definitely worth a watch.

All times are UTC. With the darker
evenings now upon us perhaps it’s time
to have a go at one or more of these
lively one and a half hour sessions.
Perhaps dust off the key and join
Richard and Mike on CW sessions or
maybe just the SSB, all contributions
help toward our club score. If you are
tempted to have a go and maybe newly
licenced there is a separate section for
10 watt operating that still counts for
the cumulative club score. If you are
interested and would like more info
please contact Geoff G1GNQ

That’s it for this month- you can
contact me at
webmaster@badars.co.uk and any
suggestions for feedback always
welcome.

The weekend 30/31 October saw the
CQWW SSB contest and many stations
on the bands that seemed very lively
despite the possibility of being affected
by the solar CME that took place earlier
in the week. A good chance to get some
rare stations in the log even if not taking
part in the contest.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

Well hello all and welcome to this
month's contest corner.

Finally the November round of the
RSGB FT4 contest is Monday 29th
20:00-21:30

The 80 Meter CC autumn series is
progressing well with BADARS
keeping up a good presence in the
contest. We are currently lying in 20th
position in the Local Club section up to

Geoff, G1GNQ
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Date

12th Oct

Type of Meeting Topic
Meeting
RSGB Reps 1) What has the rsgb
ever done for you ? And 2) EMF
for dummies
Net
Prep for JOTA 8.00pm
145.375MHz
Meeting
AGM

19th Oct

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

26th Oct

Meeting

Rig Clinic

2nd Nov

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

9th Nov

Meeting

M. Bardell Braintree (part 2)

16th Nov

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

23rd Nov

Meeting

Surplus Equipment Sale

30th Nov
7th Dec

Net on BZ
Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

14th Dec

Meeting

Christmas Social & Quiz

21st Dec

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

28th Dec

Meeting

28th Sept

5th Oct

Presentations via Zoom, special events, and contests
Date
16th / 17th Oct

Event
JOTA

Topic and contact
Jambree on the air

For updates check BADARS.co.uk
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Rallies
30 JANUARY 2022

Little to report this month and then
that’s all until 2022, when further
rallies are planned to go ahead
(Ed.)

LINCOLN SHORTWAVE CLUB
WINTER RADIO RALLY,
Wragby Town Hall, Louth Road,
Wragby, Market Rasen.
Lincolnshire LN8 5PH

7 NOVEMBER 2021
Cancelled

To book tables call Graham,
M1DHV on 07772878266 or email
contact@m1dhv.co.uk or Steve
G6TVP/M5ZZZ 07777699069
m5zzz@outlook.com

Bushvalley ARC Radio Rally
28 NOVEMBER 2021
From the members of Bishop
Auckland Radio Amateurs Club,

6 FEBRUARY 2022

Sadly it has been decided due to
the recent pandemic the annual
rally will not be going ahead this
year. It will now be planned for
2022.

RED ROSE RALLY
St Josephs Hall, Mather Lane,
Leigh WN7 2PR
. Booking & info email Colin at
rally@wmrc.co.uk

2022
2 JANUARY 2022

wmrc.co.uk/rally.htm
SPARKFORD WIRELESS
GROUP RALLY

22 FEBRUARY 2022
RADIOACTIVE FAIR

Davis Hall, Howell Hill, West
Camel, nr Yeovil BA22 7QX
Enquiries to wjh069@gmail.com.

Nantwich Civic Hall, Cheshire
CW5 5DG

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
VHF

HF

9 Nov 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC

10 Nov 2000-2130 Autumn Series
SSB

9 Nov 1900-1955 432MHz FMAC
13 Nov 2000-2300 Club Calls
(1.8MHz AFS)HF ChampionshipAFS
Super League

11 Nov 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
16 Nov 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC

20 Nov 1900-2300 2nd 1.8MHz
ContestHF Championship

18 Nov 2000-2230 70MHz UKAC

25 Nov 2000-2130 Autumn Series
CW

23 Nov 1930-2230 SHF UKAC
1 Dec

1900-2100 144MHz FT8 AC

5 Dec

1000-1400 144MHz AFS
AFS Super League

7 Dec

2000-2230 144MHz UKAC

7 Dec

1900-1955 144MHz FMAC

29 Nov 2000-2130 RSGB FT4
Contest
AFS Super League 2020-21
AFS Super League 2021-22
HF Championship

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421

Secretary:
Geoff G1GNQ

01376 563370 46 Kelvedon Road, Coggeshall Hamlet

26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Treasurer
Colin M6NCU
Ordinary Members:
Edwin G0LPO & Tim G0JMT
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The Club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at St. Peter’s
Church Hall, St. Peters Road, off The
Causeway, Braintree. Doors open at
7:30pm, meetings run from 8:00pm to
10:00pm
Membership is £16.00 annually; Senior
Members (State Retirement Age) and
Junior Members (under 18 yrs) pay
£10.00. A door fee of £1.00 is payable
at each meeting by members and
visitors.

attachment on the 7th of each
month. Where a member does not
have access to email, they should
discuss alternatives with the
Secretary.
The Club Net operates on 2m on
the 1st and 3rd Tue of the month
on V30 (S15), 145.375MHz,
starting at 20:00h local time.
Where a month has 5 Tuesdays the
5th Tue net will be on GB3BZ i/p
438.450MHz o/p 430.850MHz,
CTCSS 110.9

BARSCOM the club magazine is
sent to members as an email

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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