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Chairman’s Chat
Nov 21st is the visit from the RSGB
regional manager Keith Haynes
G3WRO,

John, M5AJB

I would like to say thanks to all who
helped at the Railways event and
also the JOTA event. It is a pity that
we had contests on at both events to
compete with.

So come along and see what he has
to tell us about the latest happenings
at HQ. You can also ask any
questions you may have about the
RSGB.

On the 17th we had a talk by Derek
about the Radio society in Thailand,
and the floods they had in 2011. It
was interesting to see how they
dealt with the floods.

Where has this year gone? 2016 is
nearly finished, and we have
another full program of evenings for
next year.
That’s all for this month

Next meeting we have our surplus
equipment sale, so a good time to

Best 73’s John M5AJB.
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risk assessment for Colne Valley
Railways on the Air
Railway, so as can be seen it’s not
simply a case of turn up, set up and
Geoff, G1WRH
operate, but there is also a certain
amount of administrative work that
has to be done behind the scenes.
Committee members assisted by
John White set up the special event
Returning to the event itself, this
station at Colne Valley Railway on
the Friday proceeding the ROTA year for the first time there was the
addition of a 100 Watt linear
(also a steam) weekend.
amplifier to the 144 MHz
transceiver.
For those who do not know and to
put it as simply as possible, the
Howard Operating
licence for this event, GBØCVR,
had previously
been held by
Tony up until
2015, and as such
he would have
had first refusal
on the call sign
again for 2016. In
order for the
transition to take
place smoothly,
Tony had to give
written authority
for the Notice of
Variation to be
transferred to a
third party, in this
case Melvin. A
similar situation
applied for JOTA,
GB1HCV, this
year. Also, Edwin
had to provide a health and safety
4
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Howard opened the HF log on
to have been as bustling as in
Saturday morning with a solid run
previous years. Perhaps this was
of seven ROTA contacts on HF
because a slightly negative weather
followed by Geoff with four, and
forecast for the weekend which
other members picked up more proved to be largely unfounded, and
throughout the day.
because Thomas and friends were
appearing this year on two
consecutive weekends. As a result,
Log Book showing ROTA contacts
it was noted that the number of
visitors showing interest in our
activities was lower even though
our HF operations were in direct
line of sight of our carriage door.
However, members made the most
of the weekend, sacrificing their
waistlines for the rather delicious
bacon rolls on offer, and enjoying
the general ambience of the location
Members who munch

On the Sunday morning there was
a handful of contacts with DK, DL,
OZ , MM and MI stations and some
more distant north and west in the
UK. One ROTA station was
contacted on 144 MHz bringing the
total number of ROTA contacts to
twenty three.
Even with a famous visitor for the
weekend, the event did not appear
5
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Jamboree on the Air
Geoff, G1WRH
On the Friday night before the
JOTA event, Edwin and Neville
spent an evening at Steeple
Bumpstead, running two JOTA
preparatory sessions 1st for 20 Cubs
and then for 23 Scouts, finishing too
late for their anticipated pub grub
although they’ve committed to go
back again in the future.
Three transceivers were set up at the
Hedingham and Colne Valley Scout
headquarters at Castle Hedingham,
HF SSB, 2m FM and DMR utilising
in each case, a trap dipole, a 2 metre
beam, and a 70 cm beam (pointing
towards the Clacton DMR repeater).

c) skills in anticipation of the
forthcoming night under canvas,
d) small groups and individuals
started to filter towards us in
order to send and receive
greetings messages
with
other JOTA
stations.

Early on Saturday morning before
the assembled Scouts were ready to
participate, Dave had a good run of
success on the HF bands.

The hospitality that we were
afforded was second to none, but at
lunchtime the opportunity arose for
Edwin and Neville to make up for
their missed meal on the previous
evening and so a trip was made to
the local chippie bringing back fare
for some other members.

Once they were rotating around
their various activities including;
a) electrical voltage measurement
and the function of fuses
b) understanding of the phonetic
alphabet and basic Morse

Numerous contacts were made on
2m with other Essex Scouts(some
duplicated),
enabling
many

Antenna Array
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youngsters to speak on the air for
Melvin working VP8LP
the 1st time with the encouragement
and support of club members; with
contacts into Europe on 7MHz.
Cub leader and club member Colin
seeking out contacts

VP8LP was the radio amateur who
sent the information to Britain that
the Argentinians had invaded the
Falkland Islands in 1982.
Further details will be given next
month -Ed.

Members left the site late afternoon
when the bands began to close and
as Scouts settled down for their
supper. As NOV holder Melvin
stayed on and at 19.38 hrs answered
a CQ call from Bob VP8LP on 17
meters who was working 400 Watts.
With our 100 Watts through
Melvin’s Windom an enthusiastic
Scout (who earlier in the day had
sent a greetings message to Scout
HQ at Gilwell Park), and his leader
enjoyed the thrill talking to this
Falkland Islands station.

There was a good showing of club
members over the weekend, Colin,
Joe and Neil (all being also involved
with the Scouts), Dave, Edwin,
John, Neville, Melvin, Jim, Derek,
Owen and Geoff.
The Scouts broke camp at 10.00 hrs
on Sunday and our station was
dismantled and members home by
11.45 – although one member who
shall be nameless turned up just
minutes later to find everyone gone!
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Library Titles
Loans are charged at 20p for each period between meetings. Contact the
Howard, our librarian if you would like a specific book brought to the next
club meeting.
This selection is just a taster of what is available:
Title
Year
AFQR 2006
2006
Shortwave Radio Listener's Handbook
1987
World Radio TV Handbook
1997
Digital Photography & Computing for
2003
the older generation
Powerpoint user's guide
1994
Amateur Radio Techniques
1991
Elimination of Electrical Noise
2010

Author
Air Britain
Arthur Miller
WRTH
Jim Gatenby
Microsoft
Pat Hawker G3VA
Don Pinnock
G3HVA

Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time
2 Meters (S15) (145.375 MHz)
7
14
21
28

Nov
Surplus equipment sale.
Club 2m Net
Keith Haynes G3WRO RGM
Club 2m Net

5
12
19
26

Dec
Christmas social.
Club 2m Net
Natter evening.
Club 2m Net

Talks by members on
almost any subject
are welcome. Please
contact the Secretary
to arrange a date.
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Rallies
6 NOVEMBER
56th VERON HAM RADIO
CONVENTION
The Americahal, Apeldoorn, The
Netherlands.[www.veron.nl]

20 NOVEMBER
PLYMOUTH RADIO RALLY 2016
More information from Sheila Hart,
2EØYSH, 01752 668 907, email
sheo@fsmail.net.

WEST LONDON RADIO &
ELECTRONICS SHOW (Kempton
Rally)
Kempton Park Racecourse, More
information from Paul, MØCJX on
08451 650 351 or by email to
info@radiofairs.co.uk.
[www.radiofairs.co.uk].

3 DECEMBER
SOUTH LANCS WINTER RALLY
Details from Jason, GØIZR on
01942 735 828.
[www.slarc.co.uk/rally].
4 DECEMBER
BISHOP AUCKLAND RAC
RALLY
More details from John, G4LRG on
01388 606 396 or Brian, G7OCK
01388 762 678.

BUSHVALLEY ARC ANNUAL
RALLY
Co Londonderry BT49 9DF
More details from Jackie Doyle,
MIØJPD on 0788 529 2545 or by
email mn0gkl@gmail.com.
19 NOVEMBER
DARS
&
ROCHDALE
TRADITIONAL RADIO RALLY
Further details from Dave, G3RIK
on 01706 633 400 or by email to
rally@radars.me.uk.
[http://radars.me.uk/rally.htm]

2017
15 JANUARY 2017
RED ROSE WINTER RALLY,
Further details from John, on 07870
161953.
http://wmrc.org.uk/lowton_winter.
htm.

20 NOVEMBER
&
RADIO
CATS
39th
ELECTRONICS BAZAAR
Oasis Academy Coulsdon, CR5 1ES
For more information or bookings,
email enquiries@catsradio.org
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Contests
VHF

HF

Nov
5/6 1400-1400 144MHz CW
Marconi VHF CW
Championship
Dec
4 1000-1600 144MHz AFS AFS
Super League
26-29 1400-1600 50/70/ 144/
432MHz Christmas
Cumulatives Contest

Nov
5 1700-2100 International
Autumn Sprint SSB
9 2000-2100 80m Club Sprint
SSB
12 2000-2300 Club Calls
(1.8MHz AFS) AFS Super
League
19 1900-2300 2nd 1.8MHz
Contest HF Championship
24 2000-2100 80m Club Sprint
CW

There are no further contests this year.

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month at Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

Some members have had problems
with UHF and BZ access, and as a
result the Club Net will now
operate on 2 metres only. This
should make it easier for all
members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 2nd, 4th,
and 5th Mondays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

Please send articles for publication to i.wager@kaladel.net.
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 25th of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
BARSCOM Editor (Ian, G8MKN) © BADARS 2016 - E.& O.E.
11

1. . 3

