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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the
month

John, M5AJB

" A love for tradition has never
weakened a nation, indeed it has
strengthened nations in their hour
of peril "

It was good to see the Surplus
Equipment Sale lived up to it’s
name. There was lots of interesting
items up for sale, everyone seems
to be happy with their purchases.

Sir Winston S. Churchill

Next year we start of with another
TX factor evening.
Jan 22nd is our evening to test all

Next Meeting

the clubs equipment, and be safe
for the public events later next
year.
On Feb 12th, we have a talk by

Christmas Social

G3ZPS, about the police radio.
More details to follow.
Don’t forget Canvey rally, a different venue this year.
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The Cornelius Vermuyden School
Dinant Avenue
Canvey Island
SS8 9QS
Can I take this opportunity wish all
members and readers ,
A Very Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

Well that's all for this month.
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old “wires” configurations. The
presentatation then went on to
Hamfest 2017 where Richard
Newstead
from
Sotabeams
demonstrated the click to tune
module developed for the Icom
IC7300, followed by Graham from
BSI showing his company’s range
of audio DSP amplifiers and
equalisers. John from SDRplay
introduced a range of kHz to 2gHz
dongles running on 12 bit
technology. At the ML&S 2017
hog roast, Martin Lynch expressed
the opinion that the big three
should be mindful of the onslaught
of software defined radio. He
spoke about a blatant example of
reverse engineering by an overseas
company copying a product of an
independent UK entrepreneur, and
the steps his company took upon
finding out that they had been
supplied with these rogue items.

Meeting Reports
Geoff G1WRH

A

t the club meeting on 13th
Nov with 12 members
present, our Chairman John
M5AJB announced that
BZ was operating
well and that Dave G0DEC
was working towards obtaining the permissions to run as
an analogue/DMR repeater
The next meeting
was the surplus equipment
sale and a request was made
for items to sell
Prizes were requested for the Christmas social to
be drawn tombola style

Neville then proceeded to show
TX Factor 20 briefly summarised
below. This started off at Poldu on
the south coast of Cornwall where
the first letter “S” was sent to
Newfoundland, followed by an
item on the new Yaesu Fusion
DR2 repeater which can be
configured with groups, or
crossband links…simpler than the

Reflecting the growth area of SDR
radio, the RSGB have produced a
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book on the subject, the first print
run of which quickly sold out.

turnout for this event our
auctioneer for the evening, Melvin,
had to work hard to keep things
moving along. For sale were
various cables and packages of
components, an oscilloscope, a
range
of
power
supplies,
loudspeakers,
microphones,
antenna, and various items of test
and soldering equipment. Those
items not sold will be taken to the
Canvey rally early next year.
Edwin acted as the cashier and
John M5AJB as the runner. Our
treasurer Neville will be in a
position to announce the takings at
a later meeting.

Episodes of TX Factor can be
watched by following this link:
http://www.txfilms.co.uk/txfactor/

A

t the second club meeting in
November
the
surplus
equipment sale was held.
Members generously brought in
items either for sale on
commission or for sale with all

monies going into club funds.
Dave G0DEC worked his way up
and down the tables describing the
items in turn. With a 50% club
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A

News from BADARS
Members

nd from Brian, G3TGB:

New antenna ?
We all know that whatever rig one
has, nothing works well without a
good antenna.

C

ongratulation !

So we put up long wires in all
shapes and form such as the
inverted L, Dipole, Zepp,
off centre fed, Yagi full size or
centre loaded, Moxom, Quad and
the fancy Cobweb. Did I say
COBWEB? Go to page 11 to see
my version of the cobweb.

We recently received this message
from Tony:
“Hi All.
I’m pleased to inform you, Ann is
now, M7 ANN. Another one into
the fold.
The incentive was, if Ann got her
Foundation Licence, I would learn
to knit. I’m off to buy some wool
now!”

F

inally, from Howard:

I found this short report whilst
scanning through some old
Radcoms:

We look forward to hand knitted
gifts from Tony in due course

Direction-Finding Contests, North
of the Thames Event.
Assembly for the first event was at
High Barnet, when 17 competitors
and a total of 67 persons took part
in the search for a hidden
transmitter located at the edge of a
small wood on a large common
two miles north of Watford. The
direct line of approach from the
start was barred by a river, several
6
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his party and excellent equipment
helped him in no small way.
Second place was taken by Mr S T
Smith, G3BSI, who arrived at
16.37, 3 hours 7 minutes from the
start. Third position was taken by
Mr R A Davis, who arrived at 16.50.

roads were very twisting and a
railway line on the far side formed
another barrier. The actual
transmitter and operators were so
well concealed that they could not
be seen even at a distance of five
yards. This was accomplished by
entering the large thicket along a
self-made path which was blocked
and camouflaged when the
operators took to cover. The aerial
was also concealed as it ran within
the bushes and a tree. The effect of
this natural screening resulted in a
fairly weak signal at the start but
most members obtained good
‘sensed’ bearings and within one
hour several parties were observed
to be in the immediate vicinity of
the transmitter.
To prevent car drivers being
tempted to drive at fast speeds
transmissions took place at
intervals of neatly half an hour.
This meant that several members
had to wait long periods for
another transmission with the
result of course that spectacular
results were prevented. The
duration of each transmission was
only two minutes and when after a
period of 2 hours 4 minutes Mr W
F
Holdaway
BRS15028,
unearthed the transmitter he was
congratulated on a very credible
performance. Good team work by

Mr R A Davis was my uncle, aged
17, who a year later became
licensed as G3EAQ. He was a member
of Romford and District Radio Society.
After leaving school he went to work at
Cable & Wireless, Brentwood receiving
station, and in his later years encouraged
me to get into amateur radio..which I did.
Following my own success in the foxhunt
competition - see where I get it from?
Report from RSGB Bulletin October 1947.
Event was held on May 18th 1947.

A Little Restoration
Project
Mike, G8DJO
I recently acquired a BROWNIE
NO 2 CRYSTAL SET from Ebay.
The number 2 was manufactured by
the Brownie Wireless Co. of Great
Britain Ltd. The set was available
from September 1925 and appears
in the 1925/6 Catalogue of the East
London
Rubber
Company.
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Described as,
"Complete
with
Semi-Opal
Protected Detector, D.L.5 Crystal
and "Pallmadium" Cats whisker".

‘cat’s whisker’ was twisted and
badly bent. I gingerly removed
these damaged parts from their
protective glass tube and
successfully managed to sort
things out and replace the detector
on the front panel. Next I checked
out circuit continuity, which not
surprisingly showed up some
issues. This was due to tarnished
connections between some of the
brass strips that make up much of
the circuitry.The final connection
issue was the sliding contact on
the coil. This required the very
gentle use of an abrasive to clean
up the coil. A quick check of the
coil with an LCR meter showed it
was now behaving reliably as a
variable inductor.

It sold for 10/6 (10 shillings and six
pre-decimal pence), or 52.5 pence
in today's terms, This price was
very competitive, cheap alongside
other models of the time, which
might have cost in the region of £1
to £5.
My set cost considerably more
from Ebay but arrived relatively
intact if very dirty and in need of
some tlc. Liquid metal polish
makes an effective cleaner for
Bakerlite. A close look at the
crystal detector showed it to have
been abused. The crystal was
displaced in its holder and the
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At this point I returned to Ebay to
find some matching headphones.
I managed to buy 3 sets of
headphones, which came from the
National Wireless Museum on the
Isle of Wight which closed down
about 15 years ago. They had been
in storage ever since were untested
and were a mess. They had clearly
been partially submerged in water
at some point. I decided to try to
fix the one pair in which one side
was working. One of the two coils
in the defunct side was open
circuit. Testing showed the fault
lay in the coil itself. Nothing for it
then but to unwind the coil, find
the fault and rewind it; quite a task
with hair thin wire and countless
turns.

The exterior of the phones cleaned
up well and re-assembly proved the
fault to be cleared. I am still trying
to identify these phones. While the
other two pairs are clearly
identifiable as by a well known
1920’s maker, my restored pair have
no makers name.
Next I draped about 100 ft. of wire
across the back garden, supported
as high as possible up a neighbour’s
tree. A quick tickle of the cat’s
whisker and bingo, Radio 5 in the
headphones.
Images:
Top left - Ebay job lot and one
dismantled earphone
Bottom left - unwinding
Top Right - earphone interior and
the completed radio & phones
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Brian also wishes to say:
I would like to wish all the
members of BADARS and all the
extended readers of BARSCOM a
Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year
and hope, one day, one of my
contacts will say “I've read
BARSCOM”.

Brian’s Cobweb
(And I thought Brian was one of
our more mature members - Ed.)
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Club Meetings,

Activities and Nets

Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Dec 11th

Christmas social

Jun 25th

Club BBQ

Jul 9th

Construction Contest

Jan 22nd
PAT/PAC Testing / Prep for Canvey

Jul 23rd

Aerial Clinic

Feb 12th

G3ZPS 999 Emergency

Aug 13th

Operating Evening

Feb 26th

CW part 1

Aug 27th

TBA

Jan 8th 2019
Natter night / TX Factor 21

Aug

Mar 12th
Rig Clinic, club equipment
checking for 2019 events

10-11th

Summer Camp

Sep 10th
Railways on the Air Planning
Sep 21 - 22nd ROTA

Mar 26th Talk History of Braintree
Apr 9th
Construction Evening DF
Equipment
Apr 23rd

Sausage and mash

May 11, 12, 13th Mills on the Air
May 14th

MOTA update

May 28th

The AGM

Sept 24th

Natter Night

Oct 8th

JOTA Planning

Oct 19 - 20th

JOTA

Oct 22nd

TBA

Nov 12th

TBA

Nov 26th
Surplus Equipment sale
Dec 10th

Jun 11th
The ins and outs of metal
detection
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Rallies
28 DECEMBER 2018

2019

YEOVIL ARC TABLE-TOP RALLY

3 FEBRUARY 2019

Sparkford village hall, Church Rd,
Sparkford, Somerset BA22 7JN (on
the A303 north of Yeovil). 10 Tables,
light refreshments, off road parking,
wheelchair friendly.

SEARS 35th CANVEY RADIO
& ELECTONICS RALLY
Cornelius Vermuyden School, Dinant
Avenue, Canvey Island, Essex SS8
9QS.

£2 admission.10am till 3pm. Contact
Bob Harris, G8UED, 01963 440167,
wjh069@gmail.com

A new venue for 2019 and doors open
at 10am, disabled visitors can come in
from 9.45am. There is free car parking
and easy level ground floor access to 2
large halls. Admission cost is £3. Tea ,
coffee and soft drinks will be
available, as well as bacon butties.
There will be radio, computing and
electronics traders and special interest
groups. More details from the rally
co-ordinator on tony@tonystreet.net

29-30 DECEMBER 2018
HAMFEST INDIA
In association with REVA
University, Bangalore. The largest
gathering and festival of amateur
radio operators in India.
[www.hamfestindia2018.com].

BADARS will have a stall and can
sell your surplus equipment for a
small commission - contact the
committee for details

If Bangalore is a step too far,
then ....

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
HF
5 Jan
1300-1700
RSGB AFS 80m-40m Contests
CW AFS Super League HF
Championship
13 Jan
1300-1700
RSGB AFS 80m-40m Contests
Datamodes AFS Super League
HF Championship
19 Jan
1300-1700
RSGB AFS 80m-40m Contests
Phone AFS Super League HF
Championship
4 Feb
2000-2130
80m CC SSB
9 Feb
1900-2300
1st 1.8MHz Contest HF
Championship

VHF
26-29 Dec
1400-1600
Christmas Cumulatives Contest
1 Jan
1900-2000
144MHz FMAC
2000-2230
144MHz UKAC
8 Jan
1900-2000
432MHz FMAC
2000-2230
432MHz UKAC

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO 01376 324031
Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
Colin, M6NCU
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1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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