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Thought for the

Chairman’s Chat

Month

Dave, G0DEC
“May you never be too grown up
to search the skies on Christmas
Eve.” — Unknown
Hello and welcome to
December chairman's chat.

the
Next Meeting:

With the news of the new covid
variant, we will be keeping you up
to date with any impact on club
activities.

Christmas Social and Quiz
14th December 21

It was good to see so many of you
at the surplus equipment sale,
thanks to Melvin for being the
auctioneer. I hope you were all
pleased with your purchases.
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As November was a month with 5
Tuesdays the 5th Tuesday gives us
an extra net which is on GB3BZ.
With 10 members joining in on the
net. Which gave the repeater a good
workout, even testing the timeout
timer.
I'll finish by wishing you all a
happy and safe Christmas.
That's all for now.
73 Dave G0DEC
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The final section of Mike’s talk
covered some of the notable people of
Essex. Richard Bradley for example,
kept a crocodile in his garden pond in
Braintree. Dr Alex Scott, a vicar at
Burnham on Crouch who was present
at the death of Nelson and William
Wales, who was present at the death
of Captain Cook. Then there is
Laurence Oates (Captain Oates of the
ill- fated Antarctic expedition, who
lived at Gestingthhorpe Hall with his
family. ‘Nearer my God to me’ words
by Sarah Flower Adams links Harlow
with the Titanic disaster, the hymn said
to be the last music played as the ship
sank. Famous physician William
Harvey is buried in Hempstead Church
and the village was the birthplace of
Dick Turpin. The list goes on; Patrick
Bronte, father of the famous sisters,
Zeppelina, named after a downed
German airship in 1916, Edward de
Vere of Hedingham Castle…
Last but not least, Harry Cullum of
RAF 80 Wing (beam benders) who
gave a wealth of detailed information
about the day to day life of a wireless
mechanic stationed in Braintree.
Net 783 was held on 16th November,
with twelve participants including our
regular net controller, Melvin. The
great majority of stations reported very
fine signals, just one or two not able to
copy all the others. As always topics
of conversation were wide ranging,
including a mention of the genetics of
apples! It was good to hear Jim,

Meeting Reports
Mike, G8DJO

After a brief panic
over his projector,
local
historian,
Mike
Bardell
treated us to a wide
ranging
and
fascinating tour of
some
Essex
history. Beginning
with
churches
Mike covered many points of interest.
Birdbrook church, with it’s fireplace;
Stebbing and Bardfield churches, 2 of
only 3 in Europe with stone chancel
screens. Next the Saxon log church at
Greenstead, dating to 1060, with the
oldest working Saxon door. Moving
east, Little Wigborough church with a
triangular tower and All Saints Maldon
with its ‘Washington window’ unveiled
in 1928, commemorating a link to
George Washington.
Next, secular buildings, including
parish cages, Chappel viaduct with it’s
7 million bricks and the Chingford
meridian marker, used by the
Astronomer Royal at Greenwich.
Cressing Temple barley barn built
1205-1237 also featured.
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G0DCR, join the CW practice on the
17th reporting that he is making good
progress after his operation.

GB5RD
Colin, M6MCU

The club’s auction of surplus
equipment was very well attended by
30+ members and guests. A range of
equipment was on view; some donated
for club benefit some for commission
sale.

This year’s Remembrance Day special
event station GB5RD was able to go
ahead with members operating from
their home QTH; hopefully in 2022
events will go back to normal and we
can all get together to operate event
stations as a club.
On the 10th & 11th October Neil
M0NAS kindly volunteered to go to
the Stisted site and operate GB5RD
with Chris M7LGC and myself
M6NCU, as we are both foundation
license holders, we are unable to operate the callsign without a full license
holder being present. After the first
day of using my laptop for logging
using the N1MM software the laptop
decided to crash and since then I have
been unable to fix this problem. Due to
this issue, I have been unable to download and print the log, we should have
stuck to logging on paper!

Melvin made a welcome return to the
club and brought his gavel!
Dave
gave
descriptions of the
various lots. While
a
number
of
people were seen
to be sitting on
their hands to
resist
bidding
others left at the
end of the evening
with a haul of equipment.
Finally for this month, net 784 via
GB3BZ saw 10 members participate,
followed the next evening by CW
practice with Colin, G3UGG.

We believe we managed to complete
ten contacts on the 10th and then a
further forty-nine confirmed contacts
on various bands on the 11th. Tim
G0JMT operated from his home QTH
on the 13th November making ten contacts on 80m, one being with Bob
G0SYF on a RAF net. John M5AJB
operated from his home QTH for sev-
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eral days on 2m and BZ. One contact
he made was with the Stisted contest
group callsign M0VZA being temporarily operated by Colin M6NCU, this
surprised John as he thought Colin had
completed his full license course and
got a new call sign. Mike, G8DJO, also
operating from home added 29 contacts to the combined log. Dave
G0DEC and Geoff G1GNQ also operated from the Stisted site over the
weekend before having to take the
temporary mast down on Sunday afternoon.

for future events in 2022, not as a
schedule organiser but to provide
information including venues, dates,
times and which bands and modes will
be operated. Details of all events will
still be given out during club nights, via
emails and BARSCOM.

Storm plus/minus
Brian, G3TGB

Saturday 27th and what a blow. Sunday
afternoon I turned on my hf rig to 80m
and noticed the noise level was showing
about 5 instead of the usual 7-9.
Something wrong, especially as the
SWR was all over the place. Must have
lost half the dipole I thought so back
into the garden and yes the halyard to
the 18ft pole had snapped and the “live”
far end of the antenna was lying across
the grass, well a point about 20 ft from
the end was touching the ground and
the remainder rose to about 6ft.
Testing with another station who was
using 400w , and was 59+15, he gave

This year we tried to organise GB5RD
operations using the online file system
Dropbox, the intentions were to
complete the schedule for each
band/day/ hour online, unfortunately, a
small number of members were not
keen or were unable to use this method.
This was put in place to try to stop
members being bombarded with emails
each time a member notified the
organiser of their availability.
Hopefully, Dropbox can still be used
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The next development stage will be to
enhance the presentation in terms of
layout, fonts, colours etc to make it
easier to read and access the
information. I would really like your
feedback on what you want to add,
change, keep, or delete, so please let me
(or any committee member) know what
you think. The easiest way to do that is
via our new contact us page on the
website.

me 57. Hmm, fair enough with the
power difference and conditions as they
were but, when he reduced to 100W, the
same as I was using, his signal went
down to 57. I was very surprised to get
a report of any sort. However the
resonant point was now 2.8MHz but
using the ATU, I was hearing many
more stations on the band and some
rather quiet stations were hearing me !!
Another trip to the garden and I dropped
the raised end onto the ground, the
resonance dropped to 2.6MHz, the
noise dropped to 3-4 and even as low as
just under 3 at one point. The band
seemed full of signals the likes of which
I haven't heard for many years with
some continentals peaking at least
59+10. A Netherland special event
station gave me the usual 59 and I have
made several contacts . I may try lifting
the far end of the antenna and
grounding the last few inches after
stripping it bare to see what the effect is.
Time will tell how well I'm getting out.

We had an example of the club pulling
together to help a fellow Amateur this
month when I received a Twitter direct
message asking for help finding an
aerial fitter. I mentioned that on our
club net and passed on a
recommendation by Tim, G0JMT. I
then had a thank you back saying that
Sean, 2E0RXI had done a great job and
the aerial was up and working.
A couple more Web suggestions for
you to take a look at. Richard
Newstead, G3CWI who used to run
SOTABEAMS but has now retired, has
been producing a series of YouTube
short videos about his outdoor radio
adventures, which are both informative
and entertaining. His latest one is about
competing in the CQWW CW contest
with QRP and a mag loop in the middle
of a wood in the freezing cold and
snow. In Richards words, “what could
possibly go wrong?!”.
Finally, I have recently been tempted
to upgrade my old IC706MKII to a
slightly less old IC7100 and I wanted

WebWorld
Richard, G4FJC
The big news this month is that we now
have a lot more information on our
website, so if you haven’t looked at it
recently please go to badars.co.uk as
there is plenty more to look at including all our previous Barscom
magazines back to 2012 and a gallery
of recent pictures!
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to know more about the rig and its good
and bad points. I used a site called
eHam.net which has been going for
years and where pretty well every rig
you can imagine has loads of people
who have used it leaving comments and
reviews. It's fascinating to read and in
my case confirmed that the downsides
of the IC7100 were not that important
to me so I bought one and have no
regrets. Theres lots of other material on
the site such as forums and articles and
news so its well worth a look.

just the results of the final CW
round to be added.
The 80m CC for 2022 begins on
Monday 7th February 20:00-21:30
UTC. SSB. This is followed by the
Data round on Wednesday 16th
February 20:00-21:30 and then CW
on Thursday 24th again 20:00-21:30
all times are UTC
In addition to the 80m CC there are
the three rounds of the RSGB AFS
contest in January. This is run on 80
& 40 metres and we have in the past
couple of years put in entries and
managed a reasonably respectable
result. If anyone would like to take
part and join in the BADARS Team
effort your presence will be much
appreciated. Further details are
available on the RSGB 2022
Contest Calendar or contact Geoff
G1GNQ.
Over the course of the year we have
also put on stations for VHF Field
day and HF SSB Field day with
some good results considering the
limited times we were operating for
and the restrictions on numbers due
to Covid.
That's all from me for this month so
73 for now and have a very merry
Christmas and prosperous new year

That all for now so seasons greetings to
all and stay safe and warm. Don’t forget,
you
can
contact
me
at
webmaster@badars.co.uk and any
suggestions or feedback always
welcome.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

Welcome to Contest Corner again
for the last time in 2021.
Our efforts in the last year have seen
BADARS improve on our position
in the 80 metre CC competition. At
the time of writing BADARS are
20th in the Local Club section with

Geoff, G1GNQ
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close at 1700 and I had spent just over
5 hours in the chair and worked 380
stations.

CQWW CW 2021
A single Band Entry by M5D

The following day I planned to work a
longer session. Up at 0700 and the
band was already alive. The beam was
placed back in the north east and off I
went. Again plenty of Russians and
Europeans, but this time I managed to
catch a handful of Japanese at around
0800. China again were calling in and
I had a nice surprise with a call from
Guam for an all time new country. I
managed to pull New Zealand out of
the noise at just before 0900 along with
Singapore and the Philippines. The
afternoon I spent chasing multipliers
and working even more North
Americans. I collected Paraguay,
Brazil, Qatar, Uraguay, Azerbaijan,
Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Bermuda,
Mexico, Belize, French Guiana, St
Christopher & Nevis and the Azores.

Dean G4WQI

I didn't intend to put a serious entry in
this year as I had quite a few things to
do on Saturday, which included my
Covid booster jab. So I decided that I
would concentrate on a single band
entry using the 15 metre band (21MHz).
I turned the radio and amplifier on and
turned the beam to the north east at
0730 on Saturday morning of the
contest. A few Russian stations could
be heard, so I had breakfast and got
dressed and sat down to work my first
station at 0822. It was mostly Russia,
Asiatic Russia and Europe during the
first hour, until the band opened up a bit
further to China, Thailand, Nepal,
Malaysia, India and Australia. That
trend continue until 1000 when I turned
the beam south east to work Mauritius,
Ghana, South Africa, Rwanda and
Kenya. By lunch time the Caribbean
and North America were starting to
wake up. The beam was turned to the
west to work Antigua & Barbuda,
Dominican Republic, Cayman Islands,
Curacao, Bonaire, Cuba, Aruba,
Suriname and a bucket full of American
and Canadians. The band started to

CQWW is always a good contest for
gathering potential new countries, so
it's always worth giving it a go.
In summary I worked 790 QSO's, 37
out of 40 CQ zones and 98 countries.
Great fun and I look forward to next
year, maybe as a club entry from Stisted.

11

Dec 21
Christmas Quiz - John, M5AJB
1. What colour are the seats in the House of Lords.
2. Which planet is nearest the sun.
3. What is the collective noun for crows.
4. What does LBV mean on a bottle of port.
5. Who was the Countess of Snowden.
6. Which part of your body is Elastic, Waterproof, Washable, and fits you very well.
7. What is a male whale called.
8. Make three six letter words from DORSET.
9. What are the seven visible colours of the rainbow.
10 Which Norwegian city presents London with a Christmas tree every year.
11. What is the first post if it comes at 9-30pm

Your Committee wish all members happy
Christmas.
All are invited to the club’s social evening on 14th December
A finger buffet will be provided with a range of food to suit everyone.
There will be no door fee but please bring along a raffle prize if you wish
Thank you for all your support during the last difficult period
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Date

12th Oct

Type of Meeting Topic
Meeting
RSGB Reps 1) What has the rsgb
ever done for you ? And 2) EMF
for dummies
Net
Prep for JOTA 8.00pm
145.375MHz
Meeting
AGM

19th Oct

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

26th Oct

Meeting

Rig Clinic

2nd Nov

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

9th Nov

Meeting

M. Bardell Braintree (part 2)

16th Nov

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

23rd Nov

Meeting

Surplus Equipment Sale

30th Nov
7th Dec

Net on BZ
Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

14th Dec

Meeting

Christmas Social & Quiz

21st Dec

Net

8.00pm 145.375MHz

28th Dec

Meeting

28th Sept

5th Oct

Presentations via Zoom, special events, and contests
Date
16th / 17th Oct

Event
JOTA

Topic and contact
Jambree on the air

For updates check BADARS.co.uk
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Rallies
Bookings: Graham, M1DHV, 0777
287 8266 or contact@m1dhv.co.uk

Rallies continue to change very
frequently, in response to COVID.
Sad to see Canvey has been
cancelled again - Ed.
2 Jan – Sparkford Wireless Group
Rally

Feb – Canvey Rally
Cancelled

Davis Hall, Howell Hill, West
Camel, nr Yeovil BA22 7QX

With regret the organisers have
cancelled the rally for 2022 due
to the uncertain nature of the
pandemic.

Doors open 9.30am to 1pm, entry
is £2. Free car parking.
Refreshments available. Enquiries
to wjh069@gmail.com.

30 Jan – Lincoln Shortwave Club
Winter Radio Rally
Wragby Town Hall, Louth Road,
Wragby, Market Rasen.
Lincolnshire LN8 5PH
Talk In 145.375MHz. Indoor
event. Doors open at 10am
(disabled 9.30am), entry £2. Bacon
Butties and refreshments available
on site.

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
VHF

28 Dec 1400-1600
144MHz Christmas Contest
Christmas Cumulatives

9 Dec 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
14 Dec 2000-2230 432MHz
UKAC

29 Dec 1400-1600
432MHz Christmas Contest
Christmas Cumulatives

14 Dec 1900-1955 432MHz
FMAC

HF 2022

16 Dec 2000-2230 70MHz UKAC

8 Jan 1300-1700
RSGB AFS 80m-40m Contests

21 Dec 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
26 Dec 1400-1600
50MHz Christmas Contest
Christmas Cumulatives
27 Dec 1400-1600
70MHz Christmas Contest
Christmas Cumulatives
http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421

Secretary:
Geoff G1GNQ

01376 563370 46 Kelvedon Road, Coggeshall Hamlet

26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Treasurer
Colin M6NCU
Ordinary Members:
Edwin G0LPO & Tim G0JMT
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The Club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at St. Peter’s
Church Hall, St. Peters Road, off The
Causeway, Braintree. Doors open at
7:30pm, meetings run from 8:00pm to
10:00pm
Membership is £16.00 annually; Senior
Members (State Retirement Age) and
Junior Members (under 18 yrs) pay
£10.00. A door fee of £1.00 is payable
at each meeting by members and
visitors.

attachment on the 7th of each
month. Where a member does not
have access to email, they should
discuss alternatives with the
Secretary.
The Club Net operates on 2m on
the 1st and 3rd Tue of the month
on V30 (S15), 145.375MHz,
starting at 20:00h local time.
Where a month has 5 Tuesdays the
5th Tue net will be on GB3BZ i/p
438.450MHz o/p 430.850MHz,
CTCSS 110.9

BARSCOM the club magazine is
sent to members as an email

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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An earlier incarnation of /M
operation from the Red Bus Layby?

From John, M5AJB

…---…

de Richard

Or
Oops, that’s a big pothole!

9. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green,
Blue, Indigo, Violet.

Quiz Answers.
1. Red.

10. Oslo.
2.

Murcury.
11. British Army Bugle Call.

3.

Murder.

4. Late Bottled Vintage.
5. Princess Margaret.
6. Your Skin.
7. Bull.
8. Sorted, Strode, Stored.
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