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Happy New Year BARSCOM Readers

Jan 21

Thought for the
Month

Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

The greatest lesson in life is to
know that even fools are
right sometimes

Happy new year everyone. I hope
you all had a good Christmas and
NewYear.

W. S. Churchill

Did Santa bring you any goodies
for the shack? Maybe a review for
Barscom? How long was it before
you had to refer to the manual?

Next Meeting:
Remote Meetings

Thanks to those who joined in
with the special event stations
over the festive season. Well done
to Geoff G1GNQ for arranging
the events, I’m sure there will be
other ideas for stations.

12th January
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I do hope that we can get back to
having our club meetings this year.
In the mean time keep safe and
well. Remember the club nets,
meetings on the air and the welfare
nets. To keep in touch with other
club members.

73 Dave, G0DEC
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The Twelve Months of
BARSCOM
2020
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Meetings Report

A Morse Key

Mike, G8DJO

John, M5AJB

Oh dear! Radio has been on the back
burner for me over Christmas and
the New Year, family and domestic
matters moving to the fore. Writing
a report on meetings is therefore
rather difficult as I have failed to
attend. Thankfully I believe a good
number of members have been more
diligent than me and continue to join
in the regular on-air meetings, club
nets and welfare nets. I see from the
latest club programme (see page 12)
we will soon be holding meetings
via the interweb too.

I recently acquired another morse key
with rather a strange design. Being
curious as what it’s history was, I tried
to find it on the internet, with no luck.
So I sent an email off to the Fists club,
asking if anyone knew of it’s origin.
Back came a reply from Robert M0BPT
two days later, with a comment that if
I sent him a colour photo of it, he would
circulate it of to various friends. This I
did and within two days back came a
reply saying that it was an American
J-5-A key circa 1941 made by
L.S.Brach CA. Could be either army or
navy issue. This information came from
John Snell G0RDO of Morsemad fame.
His website

I have, however, continued with
Wednesday Morse practice sessions
and was pleased to find my
performance had not suffered due to
less frequent computer and on air
listening.

Next Month
What items can you
contribute???

www.morsemad.com/kotw_files/amer
ica.htm/

Plus the usual …

The mystery solved! I thought this
was just superb help.

New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.
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Merry Christmas!

Club Notices
Brian, G3TGB
A report on using the club callsign to
wish others a Merry Christmas, (as far
as it was possible with he lockdown)
and try to put some cheer into the
festive season.
Though many contacts were made,
conditions were not good on 80m and
there seemed to be little response to
CQ calls. I did manage calls to LZ, DF,
LX and EI as well as UK giving me a
total of 23 calls over 4 days – not good.
As I write we are in the middle of our
last special call GB3HNY (Happy
New Year) which started on Boxing
day and will finish on the 10th of
January. Again conditions have been
varied on 80m with UK stations being
squeezed out, as it gets dark, by
continentals which have by 21:00hrs
disappeared and been replaced by west
country, Scottish and some very strong
Irish stations.
DX has been around on 80m at about
22:00 hrs and I heard but could not
copy a JA in contact with SM and a
mobile in Rhode Island USA in contact
with an EI Then an NW (USA) was
heard Q5 strong enough to just register
a signal above my S8 noise at the time.
These three stations on 80m were a first
for me since getting my licence in 1964.

Our club web site is at present
undergoing some updating and
modification. The first part of this
being moving to a new Web Host is
now completed. The content is now
being updated and worked on by
Edwin G0LPO and we hope to be able
to upload this early in January 2021.
Tnx. Geoff G1GNQ.
BADARS CLUB LIBRARY.
To all members, please note that as the
club library has not been used since
August 2017, your committee have
decided to slim down the number of
books available by offering members
the chance to have a book for a small
donation to club funds.
To assist I will be publishing lists in
BARSCOM commencing with this
issue, starting with the section headed
General Radio Knowledge.
If you have an interest please phone
me to discuss.
Edwin, G0LPO 01376 324031
Cont.d overleaf
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Title

Author

Amateur Radio - the first 100 years

RSGB

Radio Radio!

Jonathan Hill

Whisper in the Air, Marconi The Canada Years 1902 1946
Windows & for the older Generation

Mary K. MacLeod

Wireless Transmission for Amateurs

F.J.Camm

GCHQ - The Secret Wireless War 1900 -86

Nigel West

The Miracle Of Radio

Miles Henslow

World at their Fingertips

John Clarricoats G6CL

Station X - The codebreakers of Bletchley Park

Michael Smith/ Ch 4

2MT Writtle - The birth of British Broadcasting

Tim Wander G6GUX

SOS - The Story of Radio Communication

G.E.C.Wedlake

The Trojan Files

Roger Gray

The Searchers - Radio Intercept in Two World Wars

Kenneth Macksey

A Bit of Controversy - Pat Hawker - A radio life

Steve White G3ZVW

Marconi's Atlantic Leap

Gordon Bussey

Setmakers - A history of the Radio & Television Industry
Power of Speech - STC company history

Keith Geddes/Gordon
Bussey
Peter Young

The World Communicates

Maurice Rickards

From Semaphore to Satellite, ITU centenary

ITU

Radio Auroras

Charlie Newton RSGB

VHF Handbook

Herbert S Brier

Better Shortwave reception

William Orr

The BBC: 70 years of Broadcasting

John Cain

Radio Propagation - Principles & Practice

Ian Poole

Who's Who in Amateur Radio

RSGB
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On dismantling it was found to be quite
badly worn and decision was new
crankshaft and bearings and of course
new pistons. Whilst we are this far into
it lets squeeze a little extra from this 350
V8 Small Block Chevy engine.

Chevy Trouble
Geoff,

G1GNQ

As most of the members that join the
welfare net in the mornings will know
when the lockdown started to ease and
we were allowed to travel a little more,
my youngest son Stephen took out his
1978 Corvette for a run around.

Stage one camshaft fitted and cylinder
head ports polished with uprated valves
and competition lifters high discharge
solid state distributor and competition
exhaust headers (exhaust Manifolds)
fitted.

This was all going well until he
emerged onto the A12 from a filling
station and accelerated away. There
was a loud knocking noise and a
drastic loss of power so switched off
quickly. After recovery back to his
house in Colchester we looked into the
problem and found that one of the
throttle plate fixing screws had fallen
out and down into the manifold, from
there it paid a visit to one of the pistons
on its journey out of the engine. The
resulting damage called for a full
engine overhaul.

All now re built and re fitted to the car,
it is running very well and is decidedly
more powerful than it was!!!!!
It has been a few years since I have got
my hands dirty inside an engine and
this job with my son reminded me of
how much I actually enjoy working on
these legendary American V8s.
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details of all HF contests can be
found on the RSGB Web Site or by
following the link above to the 2021
HF Contest Calendar.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

If you fancy a dabble in any of these
short duration contests from home
and would like to submit a log for
the club entry please contact Geoff
G1GNQ for more information
g1gnqhome@gmail.com

Hello all and Happy New Year!!
By the time you read this 2020 will
be a distant memory and we can all
look forward to a much better 2021.
The contest calendar for the new
year is already under way with the
RSGB 80-40 Metre CW contest on
2nd January. This is the first round
for the AFS Super League HF
Championships to be followed by
Data Modes contest on 10th January
and then Phone contest on Sat 16th
January. These contests all run from
13:00 – 17:00 UTC and can be
operated from the comfort and
warmth of your home shack. There
are also still running during January
the RSGB Hope QSO Party contest
series further details of which can be
found at

Our Special Event GB3HNY is
attracting quite an interest from
members operating the call and
many QSO’ have been made up to
the time of writing this. The event
runs until the 10th January and there
will be a report in the next issue of
BARSCOM ( if there is space
Mike?) - Surely you jest -Ed.
Enough from me for this month so
once again Happy New Year to you
all.
73 Geoff
G1GNQ

https://www.rsgbcc.org/cgibin/hfreadcal.pl?year=2021 .
February sees the start of the new
series of 80 Mtr CC with the first
one being SSB on the 1st February
followed on the 10th by Data and
then the CW round on the 25th. Full
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
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Rallies
RSGB advice is :The situation with the Covid-19
virus is changing rapidly. You
should check before travelling that
the activities announced here are
taking place.
There are no rallies listed for
January 2021 nor February 2021

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
VHF
12 Jan 2000-2230
432MHz UKAC
12 Jan 1900-1955
432MHz FMAC
14 Jan 2000-2230
50MHz UKAC
19 Jan 2000-2230
1.3GHz UKAC
21 Jan 2000-2230
70MHz UKAC
26 Jan 1930-2230
SHF UKAC
2 Feb 2000-2230
144MHz UKAC
2 Feb 1900-1955
144MHz FMAC
3 Feb 1900-2100
144MHz FT8 AC
7 Feb 0900-1300
432MHz AFS

HF
7 Jan

1400-1530 Christmas
HQP #2 CW 1
10 Jan 1300-1700 RSGB AFS
80m-40m Contests DatamodesHF
ChampionshipAFS Super League
11 Jan 0930-1100 Christmas HQP
#2 FT4 2
12 Jan 1100-1230 Christmas HQP
#2 CW 2
13 Jan 1230-1400 Christmas HQP
#2 RTTY 2
14 Jan 1400-1530 Christmas HQP
#2 Phone 2
16 Jan 1300-1700 RSGB AFS
80m-40m Contests PhoneHF
ChampionshipAFS Super League
1 Feb 2000-2130 80m CC SSB

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
of the month using V30 (S15)
145.375 MHz starting at 20.00hrs
local time. Where the month has
5 Tuesdays the 5th Tuesday net

During the Covid-19 restrictions
the club meets on the air on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each
month, using V30 (S15) 145.375
MHz commencing at 20.00hrs
local time. The topic for each
meeting will be notified in
Barscom in the previous month.

will be on GB3BZ.
Input
438.450Mhz Output 430.850Mhz
CTCSS 110.9 commencing at
20.00hrs local time.

In addition the club operates a club
net on the 1st, and 3rd Tuesdays

(Issued Aug 2020)

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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