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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the
Month

Dave, G0DEC

He who demands more than he is
entitled to, ends with less than he is
entitled to

Blink and another month has gone by!
I hope you all enjoyed the quiz night
last month.
The second meeting in February was
the Safety testing evening which proved
useful for one member in particular. A
new mains lead had been brought for a
power supply, a standard 13A plug to
IEC connector. Having tested the mains
lead it was found to be faulty. It failed
the earth continuity test, there was no
earth connection! Had there been a fault
in the power supply he could have had
a shocking experience! Thankfully the
power supply passed its safety test.

Next Meeting
Mar 10th Rig Clinic

It goes to prove that just because
something is new does not mean it is
OK. It is work checking those mains
leads and their plugs.
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Hopefully by the first meeting in March
I will have had a chance to get over to
GB3BZ to sort out the analogue audio
levels, as we will have a net on GB3BZ
at the end of the month.

That’s it from me. Hope to see you all
at the meetings.

73 Dave, G0DEC
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BRAINTREE AND
DISTRICT AMATEUR
RADIO SOCIETY
CELEBRATES

VE Day
Edwin, G0LPO

Braintree & District ARS will be
operating a special event station
GB5VED from their contest site
at Stisted. This site is within a
few hundred metres of both
Rivenhall and Earls Colne WWII
airfields The station will be active
over the weekend of 8th to 10th
May to celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of VE Day. The aim
will be to operate throughout the
weekend using a mixture of
modern
amateur
radio
equipment and also vintage
military equipment. Contacts
will be sought on HF, VHF,
UHF, and DMR

In the early part of 1944 the airfield
was home to the 363d fighter group
which consisted of the following operational squadrons:

380th Fighter Squadron
(A9)
�� 381st Fighter Squadron
(B3)
�� 382d Fighter Squadron
(C3)
��

By way of introduction Rivenhall
airfield was opened in 1942, it was
used by both the Royal Air Force and
United States Army Air Forces.
During the war it was used primarily
as a combat airfield with various
fighter and bomber units. It was
known as USAAF Station AAF-168
for security reasons.

which were equipped with the
latest North American P-51B
Mustang fighter.

4

Mar 20
better radius of action as the breakout of the Allied forces from the
Normandy beachhead meant that
potential targets were receding.

During April 1944 the fighter
squadron were deployed elsewhere
and were replaced by the 397th
Bomber group. On the day following the departure of the 363d, the
first Martin B-26 Marauders of the
397th Bombardment Group arrived. The group consisted of the
following operational squadrons:

After the war Rivenhall was closed in
1946 and kept in reserve until 1956
Earls Colne Airfield
Earls Colne was one of the first
airfields built by the US army in
Britain, becoming operational in may
1943 with the 94th Bomb group flying
B-17s. The RAF took over in
September 1944 with Halifax and
Horsa gliders for Operation varsity. In
1946 the airfield was put on care and
maintenance.

596th Bombardment
Squadron (X2)
�� 597th Bombardment
Squadron (9F)
�� 598th Bombardment
Squadron (U2)
�� 599th Bombardment
Squadron (6B)
��

Martin B-26 Marauder
Early in August, officially on the
5th, the 597th transferred from
Rivenhall to RAF Hurn in
Hampshire, to give the Marauders a

Earls Colne Airfield
6
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The airfield was equipped with three
runways linked by a perimeter track,
with 36 frying pan dispersals and 15
loops. Two T-2 hangars were built at
opposite sides of the airfield. TL8552
2680; TL8436 2667 both of which
were in industrial use. The control
tower stands at TL8479 2660 (type
12799/41, 343/43) and the main technical site was built south west around
Honeywood farm. Bomb stores were
built around the edge of 'Witch Wood'
(TL857 254) and fragmentary evi-

dence remains. Fusing sheds were positioned along the connecting track
(TL852 259) . SHQ/Ops was built at
TL8414 2645 but this and the other
main site have been destroyed and the
site became woodland. The dispersed
sites were located south west but all
trace has been removed through forestation. Of the airfield site, one runway
is in use for light aircraft while the
other runway and perimeter track remain at reduced width.

Ofcom Licensing
Although the current UK amateur
radio licence is known as a
‘licence for life’, all radio
amateurs are required to revalidate
their licence at least every five
years. The quickest way to
revalidate is simply to access the
licensing system and confirm or
reconfirm your details online via
the
Ofcom
website,
https://ofcom.force.com/licensing
comlogin
Links to the Ofcom website as well
as a helpful article about the
Licensing Portal, Registration and
Revalidation can be found on the
RSGB website.
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However, looking back I made a
total of 48 contacts in 1993 and 34
in 1994. In succeeding years on
holidays to Europe I had my
handheld and a wire Slim Jim made
by antenna Wizz Kid Melvin and
made 14 contacts in Benidorm, 3 in
Tenerife, 2 in Gran Canaria which
was 1 in each of two holidays, they
were both mobile and turned out to
be the same taxi driver who took us
to the local market. The best was
Vienna where we had a long
weekend and worked 12 OE's in 3
days. Whilst cruising in the Med I
found very few repeaters but made
a direct contact with an ex G living
at the back of Monte Carlo (not in!)
who was disappointed we went on
shore into Nice and not MC. The
only other notable contact was after
leaving Ajjacio and cruising the
straits between Corsica and
Sardinia I picked up a repeater. I
put out a call and an Italian station
responded so I asked where is the
repeater, in Sardinia? No, came the
reply – ROMA. And all I was using
was my handheld with a ¼ wave
antenna from Maplin. After a short
while we were joined by an IT…. a
station in Sicily.
Now, according to my atlas, the
distance from the cruise ship to
Rome was 180 miles and from

Two metre operation
abroad (pt3)
Brian, G3TGB

My first two articles were about our
trips to Vancouver in 1993 and
1994. 2013 saw us back again for
our third and what has turned out to
be our final visit to the city.
This time I drew a complete blank
on 2 metre contacts and have
wondered for years why? Recently
I have come to the conclusion that
whereas on our first two visits the
repeaters around the area were all
carrier activated, by 2013 they were
activated by ctcss and, as I did not
have the tone codes, I had no access.
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Sicily to Rome 280 miles so the
repeater must be very high and in
each case the path was over water.
Finally the hat badges in the photos
were acquired at field days of the
respective Vancouver
clubs.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ
In October 2019 BADARS in
conjunction with First Coggeshall
Scouts took part in Jamboree on the
Air. During the course of the weekend
as well as the activity on the air great
interest was shown by the scouts in
Morse code demonstrations with many
trying their hand at sending their names
using a straight key and oscillator.
Following on from this interest at JOTA
we were asked if we could provide
assistance and support for some
members of the group to attain their
Scouts Communicators Badge. To help
with this a few club members attended
two Wednesday evening Scout
meetings at the Coggeshall HQ where
we carried out further Morse code
practice and tuition with the scouts as
well as helping with other aspects that
were required for their badge. These
were to have a basic understanding of
propagation and recognition of amateur
radio call signs from across Europe.
Also a knowledge of both the phonetic
alphabet and international Q codes.
Over the two evenings a total of 10
Scouts were able to complete the
necessary tasks and have been able to
acquire their badge.
These events were supported by John

Next Month
What items can you
contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.
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The results were published Friday 14th
Feb and we achieved a very respectable
12th place. In the 100 watt unassisted
section, this gives BADARS a nice start
in the HF championship for this year.

M5AJB, Edwin G0LPO, Neville
G8CDG, Colin M6NCU and Geoff
G1GNQ.
We were all pleased with the amount
of enthusiasm shown by the Scouts
and are now looking forward to more
interaction with them at JOTA again
this year.

Saturday 8th Feb. saw the first
1.8 MHz Contest. Encouraged by
Dean, G4WQI, we decided to enter
and so we set up the club station at the
Stisted Contest Site. The antenna was
a 165 foot end fed wire with manual
tuner and the club TS590S.
Dean, Tim and Geoff were on site
from around 3pm setting up the station
and installing software to allow the
590 to communicate with the N1MM
logging program. With everything set
up a couple of contacts were made to
ensure all was well.
The contest began at 19:00 and we had
a lively first hour that then settled to a
steady qso rate. The last hour was hard
work though with the final score of 90
contacts. The operating was taken care
of by Dean, with Tim and I struggling
to keep up with the CW. By the time
we had worked out the call, Dean had
completed the contact and was calling
CQ again!
The log files were converted and sent
to the RSGB within ten minutes of the
end of the contest then everything was
packed away and we left site around
23:30.

M0XG
Operated by G4WQI

achieved

12th in the UK Unassisted Stations Section of the

1st 1.8MHz Contest 2020
President of the RSGB

Dave Wilson, M0OBW

I have applied for and received the
novation for GB5VED. Braintree &
District ARS will be operating a special
event station GB5VED from their
contest site at Stisted over the weekend
of 8th to 10th May to celebrate the 75th
Aniversary of VE Day. The aim will be
to operate throughout the weekend
using a mixture of modern amateur
radio equipment and also vintage
military equipment.
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
2020
DATE
Feb 11th
Feb 25th

Mar 10th
Mar 24th

MEETING TOPIC or
EVENT
Quiz Night / Canvey
feedback
Members equipment
Pat Testing /Natter
Night
Rig Clinic

DATE
Jun 27,28

MEETING TOPIC or
EVENT
Museum on the air

Jul 14th

Construction Contest

Jul 28th

Aerial Clinic

Aug 7-9th

Summer camp

Aug 11th

Meeting at Stisted
(operating evening)

Aug 25th

Apr 28th

M0ONH Demo 3D
printing
G0JMT Talk on Radio
at sea
Sausage and mash

May 8-10th

VE Day 75 Years

May 12th

VE Day GB5VED up
date
Dave Cutts RSGB Talk

Sept 26,27
Oct 13th

Members Patch Lead
Checking
Natter Night
Railways on the Air
Planning
ROTA
JOTA Planning

May 26th

The AGM

Oct 17,18

JOTA

Jun 6th

National Field day
(CW)

Oct 27th
Nov 10th

TBA **

Nov 24th

Jun 20,21

Satellite Tracking / sdr
dongle
Museum on the air

Dec 8th

Surplus Equipment
sale
Christmas social

Jun 23rd

Club BBQ at Stisted

Dec 22th

Maybe a natter night

Apr 14th

Jun 9th

Sep 8th
Sept 22nd
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Rallies
15 MARCH 2020

4 APRIL 2020

35th WYTHALL RADIO CLUB
HAMFEST

23RD ANNUAL GMDX
CONVENTION

Club HQ, Wythall House, Silver
Street, Wythall B47 6LZ.

King Robert Hotel, Whins of
Milton, Stirling FK7 0LJ See
www.gmdx.org.uk

Contact Ian Reeve, M0IDR, 01386
839655,
wrc4hallsradio@outlook.com
[www.wythallradioclub.co.uk].

5 APRIL 2020
HACK GREEN BUNKER
RALLY

29 MARCH 2020

Hack Green Secret Nuclear
Bunker, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5
8AL

DOVER ARC HAMZILLA
RADIO FEST AND
ELECTRONICS FAIR

Contact 01270 623 353,
coldwar@hackgreen.co.uk
[www.hackgreen.co.uk]

Discovery Science Park, Gateway
House, Ramsgate Road, Sandwich,
Kent CT13 9FF.

5 APRIL 2020

www.hamzilla.uk

YEOVIL ARC QRP
CONVENTION

29 MARCH 2020

Digby Hall, Sherborne, Dorset DT9
3AA.

CALLINGTON RADIO RALLY
Callington Town Hall, Callington,
Cornwall PL17 7BD.

Bob Harris, G8UED
wjh069@gmail.com or
secretary@yeovil-arc.com [http://
Yeovil-arc.com]

More information and bookings
from Roger, 2E0RPH on 07854
088 882 or email
2e0rph@gmail.com.

13

Mar 20

Contests
7 Apr 1800-1855 144MHz
FMAC
7 Apr 1800-1855 144MHz
MGMAC
9 Apr 1800-1855 50MHz
MGMAC
9 Apr 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC

VHF
7-8 Mar 1400-1400 March 144
432MHz VHF Championship
10 Mar 1900-1955 432MHz
FMAC
10 Mar 2000-2230 432MHz
UKAC
12 Mar 1900-1955 50MHz
MGMAC
12 Mar 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
15 Mar 1000-1200 70MHz
Cumulatives #2
17 Mar 2000-2230 1.3GHz
UKAC
19 Mar 2000-2230 70MHz UKAC
24 Mar 1930-2230* SHF UKAC
5 Apr 0900-1200 First 70MHz
Contest
7 Apr 1900-2130 144MHz
UKAC

HF
11 Mar 2000-2130 80m CC CW
14-15 Mar 1000-1000
Commonwealth Contest
16 Mar 2000-2130 RSGB FT4
Contest
26 Mar 2000-2130 80m CC SSB
5 Apr 1900-2030 RoLo SSB HF
Championship
6 Apr 1900-2030 80m CC CW
15 Apr 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ

Colin, M6NCU
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month at St
Peters Church Hall, St Peters
Road,
off
The
Causeway
Braintree. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8.00pm to
10pm.

attachment, normally during the
first week of the month. Where
members do not have access to e
mail, they should discuss
alternatives with the Secretary.

Membership is £18.00 annually;
Senior Members (State Retirement
Age) and Junior members , under
18 pay £12.00. A door fee of £1.00
is also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

month and will use
145.375MHz starting
local time.
Where the month has
the 5th Tuesday net

The Club Net operates on 2 meters
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
V30 (S15)
at 20.00hrs
5 Tuesdays

will be on
GB3BZ
Input
438.450MHz
Output 430.850MHz
CTCSS
110.9

BARSCOM the clubs magazine is
sent to members as an e mail

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
15

