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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the
month

John, M5AJB

"The best way to prepare for life
is to begin to live"

At the last committee meeting it
was agreed to try the HA digital
repeater up at the BZ site. Neil,
Colin, Dave, and Owen think this
will give better coverage to the
Braintree area. The repeater will
be both Analogue and Digital in
the same box, so it will be interesting to see how it works out.
It was agreed this trial should be
for six months to see how it performs. The four will keep us informed of the progress.

-Elbert Green Hubbard American
writer, publisher, artist, and
philosopher.

Next Meeting
13th March

Let’s hope this forecast for a very
cold spell with heavy snow fall
will not affect our meetings to
much.

Rig Clinic
Contents

At the first meeting in March we
will be checking and testing the
clubs rigs to keep them in good
order for our special events.
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March 27th is a digital voice presentation, By G6WPJ Matthew
Phillips, Matthew reads the RSGB
news.
Well that’s all for this month.
Best 73’s John M5AJB
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for more than 30 years, having
started off as a CW only event.
However, the 150 club members
now enjoy a range of activities,
including a CW QRP contest and a
6m SSB contest during the height
of the sporadic-e season, run
according to UK 6m group rules.
Norwich was National Club of the
Year in 2015 and is able to provide
training at all 3 levels, which
therefore attracts new members.
Peter interviewed a young man with
a Morse capability of 25wpm and a
fully licensed young lady with
interest in SSB and RTTY. Radio
Active is a family event, with food
provided and a variety of talks
throughout.

Meeting Reports
Geoff G1WRH
Mike G8DJO

The first meeting of
February included viewing
Tx Factor 17.
This was a packed episode and
included an interview with RSGB
QSL Card Manager Richard
G3ULF. He explained how 1.3
million QSL cards are processed in
the UK each year by 60 Sub
Managers. Those cards submitted
without an RSGB Membership
number can be delayed by several
weeks whilst the number is looked
up. Some cards to stations outside
of the UK cannot be forwarded
(e.g. to the Caribbean and
Morocco) because of the 178 IAR
user areas 22 bureaux are closed.
The message here is to check
QRZ.com before sending, and the
rules on the RSGB website or in
the yearbook.

Bob McCready visited Mike Marsh
G1AIR at his shack in Devon to
discuss digital formats. Mike’s
particular interest is Yaesu Fusion
as there is an accessible gateway
close by. Mike explained that,
unlike D-Star and DMR, there is no
requirement to register before using
the system. All that is needed is to
enter your call sign before first
using a new transceiver. In all three
modes therefore, the caller is
identified which provides any bad
practices, such as mic keying.

Peter Sipple from Essex Ham went
up to Norfolk Amateur Radio Club
for their annual “Radio Active”
field day. This has been running
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Data Modes Demo – Edwin,
G0LPO, our second meeting of
the month.
Edwin's brief for the evening was
to share his experiences over the
last few weeks looking into digital
modes, including the Radio
Equipment,
Computer
and
Software used.

There are three methods of
operating Fusion:
�Simplex
�Through Fusion Repeater
�Through a gateway

With the gateway, it is possible to
take control of it (i.e. control the
route.)

Edwin explained the basic
requirements for data modes are a
Radio Transceiver covering all HF
bands, preferably with USB and
Data ports, an Interface between
Radio and Computer. The
computer might be a Desk Top or
Laptop with a reasonably fast
processor and good definition
screen. Edwin showed his own
setup which consisted of his
Kenwood TS590SG All mode
transceiver a SignaLink USB
Integrated sound card interface
and his Lenovo Ideapad 100
laptop with 1366x768 screen
resolution.

CQ UK is a popular gateway, and
through this, a contact was made
in Blackpool. The transceiver of
choice for Alan (both base and
mobile) and Dave 2E0 KVJ, the
repeater licence holder, is the
Yaesu FTM100D. In Dave’s case,
there was a “Wires X” interface
between the transceiver and his
computer, linking to other
gateways via the internet.
Alan spoke on air to Stuart M0SGS
the CQ UK room operator and
Stuart advised that there were plans
afoot to link the Wires X CQ UK
gateway with DMR (Brandmeister
excepted) and D-Star reflectors,
but for the latter they are waiting
for hardware from the US. At the
date of the making of this episode,
July 2017, the expected date of
completion was about 6 months.

Next Edwin asked why we might
choose to use data modes and
answered the question with a
summary of some work by Siwiak
and Pontius, from QST magazine,
December 2013. This shows a
comparison of the 'Punch'
available from a variety of modes
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as a bar chart of the overall
sensitivity of the modes relative to
CW.

throughout 2017 shows a rise in
the use of FT8 and a decrease in
the use of other modes, especially
in the second half of the year.

Data modes require software to
operate and Edwin showed some
of the packages available,
including Ham Radio Deluxe,
DIGIPAN and WSJT-X. While
giving a brief look at HRD and
DIGIPAN, he explained that the
subject is vast and he had
concentrated on WSJT-X which he
was able to demonstrate live in
receive mode. His compromise
aerial at the club house picked up
JT signals from an impressive
range of countries in just a few
minutes, showing the potential for
DX. It is likely that the sensitivity
of these data modes is one of the
reasons for the rise in popularity
of some data modes. A Clublog
analysis of QSOs by mode

For club members wishing to try
some of these data modes for
themselves, Edwin included a
table showing the frequencies in
use for a variety of data modes on
the HF bands.
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on-screen interface given. Edwin
pointed
out
the
logging
capabilities available too and
showed some logs from his earlier
tests showing a wide range of
received stations, including Japan,
China, USA and Brazil.

He also gave an overview of some
of the features of a selection of
data modes. RTTY, uses the
BAUDOT code and goes back to
first mechanical printers. It is still
a popular digital mode. PSK31, is
very narrow band width, with
excellent
weak
signal
effectiveness. It is a popular mode
which set off the PC/sound card
digital mode revolution in 1999.
PSK31 is somewhat slow · a good
typist can go faster than the
transmission rate. QSOs can be
conducted by pre-recorded macros
and/or 'live' typing. JT65, was
developed for moon bounce by
K1JT uses extremely low signal
levels and shows excellent
sensitivity, detecting signals ~28
dB below RX noise. It is very
slow, taking about 1 minute to
send calls & basic exchange. It
requires accurate clocks at both
stations and QSOs are very
structured and limited in content.
The increasingly popular FT8
mode uses 15 second tx/rx periods,
allowing 13 characters per
transmission,
giving
basic
messaging
capability
while
providing worldwide comms.
using very low power. The WSJTX software using FT8 mode was
shown and a description of the

Finally, Edwin mentioned some
support programs that can be used
in conjunction with the WSJT-X
software, including map based
displays of contacts information
and the widely used web based
logging facilities.

Edwin’s talk prompted discussion
about the appeal of FT8 compared
with PSK31, especially in relation
to BADARS public face at our
various club events. While some
of these modes are clearly aimed at
the DXCC entity chaser, they may
not be for everyone.
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Edwin G0LPO, Geoff G1GNQ and
Paul 2E0ELA had already filled up
one table and had to seek out a second. In the spirit of fairness to paying
visitors still locked out behind closed
doors attempts by other dealers to buy
before opening were fended off. Sales
and enquiries were brisk and club
members Jim, Howard, Martin, and
John visited. Peter and Keith from
the RSGB Book Shop, and Dean from
Essex CW also came along and said
hello.
On their stand Essex Ham were demonstrating the Realtec SDR Dongle,
the Raspberry Pi3 and a neat Timeout
Timer for use when operating on Repeaters. (Edwin will bring details of
these to the club meeting). Other regular exhibitors included Chelmsford
Amateur Radio Society and the Vintage Radio Group.

Report on Canvey Radio &
Electronics Rally
2018
Geoff, G1WRH
South Essex Amateur Radio Society
organised the 33rd Canvey Radio &
Electronics Rally which was held at
the Paddocks Community Centre,
Canvey Island on Sunday 4th February 2018. Our Club had pre-booked a
table at the rally, and fortunately because of the early start, the transceivers and equipment which did not meet
their reserves at the Surplus Equipment Sale, together with numerous
other items of pre-loved and unwanted equipment were already packed to
go.

The proceeds towards club funds at
this event were in the region of £200,

With time to spare before the doors
opened at 10.30 our team comprising
Melvin G0EMK, Neville G8CDG,

Cont.d on P10
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and these will be allocated towards
the equipment upgrade fund.
Notable highlights of the event were
as I understand multiple navigations
by the team of roundabouts on the
approach roads to the island and of
course the famous Canvey Radio Rally bacon rolls. Our Secretary would
like to pass on his thanks to all who
assisted at this event, and confirm that
we were actually there but in the
small hall behind the photographer!

While from the RSGB -

And this from Brian, G3TGB

Temporary end loading on 7MHz
antenna at G3TGB
I could not test the loading as I was
talking to a DJ8 in the middle of
last week and suddenly noticed the
rig was DEAD. It is not the power
supply as I still have 13v at the
plug that goes into the rig.

Photo coutesey Ed.

Well worth a visit and if you’re
lucky enough for the volunteers to
be in the shack on board no doubt
some ham hospitality too - Ed.

Wishing your rig a speedy recovery - Ed.
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Might be time we checked we are
being good operators and following
the latest band plans?

Band Plans (part 5)
VHF 2m
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Jan 9th 2018
Natter night and TXF16
Jan

23rd

Jul 10th
Construction Contest
Jul 24th

2018
PAT / PAC Testing / Prep for
Canvey Rally

Aerial Clinic
Aug 14th
Ridgewell Airfield meeting
26th-28th

Feb 13th 2018
TX Factor 17

Summer camp
Aug 28th
Natter Night TX Factor 18
Sep 11th
Railways on the Air Planning
Sept 25th
Natter Night
21st-23rd Sept
ROTA
Oct 9th
JOTA Planning
Oct 23rd
TX Factor
19th-21st

Feb 27th 2018
Datamodes Demos
PSK,SSTV,Logging
Mar 13th 2018
Rig Clinic, club equipment
checking for 2018 events
Mar 27th 2018
Dgital voice - G6WPJ
Apr 10th 2018
Talk/presentation from Essex
Fire and Rescue
Apr 24th 2018
Sausage and mash supper
May 8th
QRP Operating Evening/mota
update
May 11,12,13th
Mills on the Air
May 22nd
The AGM
Jun 12th
Air Ambulance Talk/
presentation
Jun 26th
Club BBQ

JOTA
Nov 13th
TBA
Nov 27th
Surplus Equipment sale
Dec 11th
Christmas social
Dec 25th
Maybe a natter night
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Rallies
11 MARCH 2018

25 MARCH 2018

DOVER RADIO CLUB RALLY

CALLINGTON RADIO RALLY

Whitfield Village Hall, Sandwich
Road, Manley Close, Whitfield, Nr
Dover CT163LY.

Callington Town Hall, Callington,
Cornwall PL17 7BD. More
information and bookings from
Roger on 07854 088882 or email
2e0rph@gmail.com.

Aaron Coote, 2E0FQR, 0771 465
4267 or
aaroncoote@hotmail.co.uk.
[www.darc.org.uk].

25 MARCH 2018
33rd WYTHALL RADIO CLUB
HAMFEST Wythall House, Silver
Street, Wythall B47 6LZ
Information from Ian Reeve on
01386 839655 or by e-mail to
wrc4hallsradio@outlook.com
[http://www.wythallradioclub.co.
uk]

18 MARCH 2018
HACK GREEN BUNKER
RALLY
Hack Green Secret Nuclear
Bunker, French Lane, Hack Green,
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8AL.

8 APRIL 2018

Contact 01270 623 353,
coldwar@hackgreen.co.uk
[www.hackgreen.co.uk]

RIPON & DISTRICT ARS
RALLY AND SURPLUS
EQUIPMENT SALE

24 MARCH 2018

Hugh Ripley Hall, Ripon, North
Yorkshire HG4 2PT For enquiries
please email David Cutter, G3UNA
at rally@ripon.org.uk
[http://www.ripon.org.uk/content/r
ally-2018]

LAUGHARNE RADIO RALLY &
MICROWAVE SYMPOSIUM
Millennium Memorial Hall, Clifton
Street, Laugharne SA33 4QG.
Matthew, 07936 152 846,
Matthew.twyman63@btinternet.c
om

See RSGB website for full listing.
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Contests
VHF

HF

11 Mar
1000-1200
70MHz Cumulatives #2

Sat 10-Sun 11 Mar. 1000-1000
Commonwealth Contest
HF Championship

1 Apr
0900-1200
First 70MHz Contest

Wed 14 Mar. 2000-2130
80m CC CW

15 Apr
0900-1200
First 50MHz Contest

Thu 22 Mar. 2000-2130
80m CC SSB

Sat 5 May.
1400-2200
10GHz Trophy Contest

Sun 1 Apr.
1900-2030
RoLo SSB
HF Championship

Sat 5 May.
1400-2200
432MHz Trophy Contest
VHF Championship

Mon 2 Apr. 1900-2030
80m CC CW

Sat 5-Sun 6 May.
1400-1400
May 432MHz-245GHz Contest

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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