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Thought for the
Month

Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

If you tell the truth, you don't
need to remember anything.

I hope all is well with you all.

Mark Twain

The first presentation via zoom
was from Steve Shorey G3ZPS
and entitled "Old Equipment Why
Do We Bother", which was a great
success. Which sparked lots of
memories and chat after the
meeting. Thanks Steve.

Next Meeting:
MOTA

We are looking at having zoom
meetings on Mondays in the future
to try and stay clear of the Tuesday
evening nets and meetings on the
air.

9th March

Contents
Currently I'm still waiting for the
internet company at the GB3BZ
site to finish their upgrades so we
can get the internet DMR link
operational again. At the moment I
do not have a date for this.
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That's all for now.
Stay safe and well.
73 Dave, G0DEC
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restoration process is a challenging
learning experience, of technical
knowledge and skills as well as
social history. And in Steve’ words,
the ‘fiddle, fettle & tune’ aspects are
similar to owning an old car.

Meeting Reports
Mike, G8DJO

Meetings on the air and our
regular nets continue unabated, as
does the Wednesday Morse code
practice session. For the first time
we held a talk via Zoom. This was
well attended and Steve Shorey’s
talk was very well received. We
look forward to other simlar
events in the future.
A tiny sample of Steve’s collection of
restored HF rigs.

Old Equipment, Why Do We
Bother, a talk by Steve Shorey,
G3ZPS

In his engaging style, Steve
presented us with a broad sweep of
the origin and development of many
of the old radios that would
eventually find their way on to the
burgeoning surplus market of the
1950/60s. He also showed us some
of the many famous amateur radios
from
some
well
known
manufacturers based here and
abroad. Beginning with the 1920s
and ‘30s progress in the physics of
the valve, lead to the development
of the EF50 for example, described
as winning the war. This was in no
small part due to it’s use in Chain
Home radar equipment. While in the

This, our first BADARS Zoom
talk, was a great success to judge
by the response of members in the
Q&A session at the end. As the
restorer of a single solitary 19 Set
it was quite an eye opener to see
the vast range of equipment Steve
and others own and restore.
Steve’s concluding remarks in his
talk included his answers to the
question posed in the title. I have
to say those answers resonated
with me. Old equipment can be fun
and a source of satisfaction when
brought back to life. The
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Steve moved on to some ‘big
names’ in amateur radio.

same inter-war period, Steve
explained there was little ‘off the
shelf’ UK made equipment
available to the amateur. In the ‘30s
for example, ACS Radio of
Bromley, Kent sold USA sourced
equipment but an exception was a
British Eddystone radio, expensive
in comparison at £45, compared to
the USA equipment.
World War II brought radio
technology to the fore, leading to
massive production of new
equipment and subsequently the
availability of surplus equipment,
many examples of which Steve gave
brief details of. The 18 Set, 19 Set
& 62 Set (some could be had for £5
(but remember that’s equivalent to
£100 today) Later army sets were
the Larkspur, Clansman &
Bowman. Navy equipment available
include the CR100 by Marconi and
the Murphy, Admiralty B40,
weighty items that sold for £22
surplus. Not forgetting the Airforce
R1155 Rx and T1164 Tx, nor the
famous AR88 as used by the Ystations who forwarded the copied
messages to Bletchley Park for
analysis. A new AR88 could be
yours for £75 in 1965, all 40kg plus
of it, that’s £1500 in today’s money!
HRO & RACAL were also
mentioned.

Art Collins who produced the 1957
KWM-1, followed by 2 & 2A and
the ‘S- Line’ which are very
expensive items today.

Robert Drake, who brought us the
‘4-Line’ expensive items in the UK
and as used by King Hussein.
Rowley Shears and Ken Ellis’ KW
Electronics produced another
famous series of equipment, the
Vanguard,
KW77,
Viceroy,
KW2000 and the KW G-line.
Mention was also made of
Eddystone and Codar.
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There followed an interesting q&a
session, Steve’s talk having
generated much interest. I think
there is no better way to sum up than
to quote Steve’s own comments on
the evening, from an email I had
from him recently.
“Brilliant club; the chat after the
talk was great fun and you have
some very enthusiastic members.
Howard’s windmill shack with the
older receivers was just amazing
and totally unexpected. Keep up the
good work!”

Steve is bemused by the Heathkit
‘nerds’ who go to great lengths to
reverse engineer completed kits and
rebuild them using new components
where necessary. Heathkit were
massive and had a kit for everything
in the 1960s.

This remark was partly prompted
by Howard who coolly spun his
camera around to reveal his
stunning array of restored KW
equipment, looking very similar to
a KW Electronics advert Steve had
shown earlier in his talk

Finally, Steve turned to the
‘Japanese invasion’ led by Sako,
JA1MP, with his Yaesu brand,
whose innovative equipment left the
likes of Drake languishing by the
1970s.

Images copyright Steve Shorey Assoc.&
Reproduced by kind permission.

Steve concluded by summarizing
his take on ‘why do we bother?’ as
mentioned at the top of this article.

Any errors/omissions entirely mine - Ed
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An extract from the email that seems to
have generated much consternation,
mis-informed
and
uninformed
comment and advice from a large
number of radio amateurs on social
media.

Meetings Report
Mike, G8DJO
Dear Licence Holder,
We are writing to make you aware of
some important changes that we are
proposing to make to your Wireless
Telegraphy Act licence(s) issued by
Ofcom.

No it’s not the end of amateur radio, it’s
not a left-over from EU membership, it
does apply to all users of RF and it is
not a particularly difficult variation to
comply with so long as the help
promised by the RSGB comes to
fruition.

In February and October last year, we
issued two public consultations on our
proposal to formally require licensees to
comply with the internationally agreed
levels in the International Commission
on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP) Guidelines for the protection
of
the
general
public
from
electromagnetic fields (EMF). We refer
to these levels as the ICNIRP general
public limits. In October, we also issued
a Statement setting out our decision to
formally require licensees to comply with
the ICNIRP general public limits and we
recently published an update on how we
propose to implement that decision.

The RSGB have produced explanations
of the current situation. The above very
short booklet outlines how it is
expected we will be able to comply
once this comes into force. The link to
it is :
http://rsgb.org/main/files/2021/03/210
304_EMF_RadCom_March-2021.pdf

We are now writing to you to inform you
of our proposal to vary the terms and
conditions of your licence(s) to require
you to comply with the ICNIRP general
public limits. In accordance with the
Wireless Telegraphy Act and your
licence(s), we are giving you notice of
our proposal by publishing a General
Notice on our website. …
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BADARS Library
Edwin,

G0LPO

To all members, please note that as the club library has not been used since
august 2017, your committee have decided to slim down the number of
books available by offering members the chance to have a book for a small
donation to club funds.
To assist I will be publishing lists in BARSCOM with a different
topic/section in each issue, this months is headed Antennas and Rig guides
If have an interest please phone me to discuss. See page 14 for contact
details.
G-QRP Club Antenna Book
HF Antennas for all locations
HF Antenna Collection
CB Antennas, How to select and install
All about cubical quad antennas
Low Profile Amateur Radio
The RSGB Rig Guide
The Buyer's Guide to Amateur Radio
The RSGB Rig Guide

Chris Pearson
L.A.Moxon G6XN
Erwin David G4LQI
Hayden
W. Orr W6SAI
ARRL
RSGB
RSGB
RSGB

Wanted
I am looking for all kinds of radio gear to set up my ham radio station at
home. Would you place a message on the list of your wanted items for
me? I am looking for VHF/UHF SWR meter, hf & VHF/UHF Dual Band
Antennas. Masts, towers, scaffold poles but the cost is all important
Thanks
All the best 73
David Baldwin, M7BNA david@baldwinalarms.co.uk
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Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

Hello again everyone

The 80 meter CC SSB round is on
Thursday 25th March 20:00 – 21:30.
Anyone that can take part and
upload a log for the club your
assistance would be greatly
appreciated.

We appear to be receiving good
news regarding the Covid situation
and lets all hope that the numbers
continue to fall and that by the
summer we can again venture out to
take part in some of the contests.

That’s all for this month so stay safe
and well

February saw the first of the 80meter
CC SSB rounds where BADARS
came in a very respectable 41st out
of 47 in the local club section. The
RSGB FT4 contest was on Monday
15th, Not having taken part in an
FT4 contest before I thought I would
give it a try. Now I know that these
digital modes are like Marmite but I
do find them useful especially when
the bands seem quiet. Being my first
try at this I was very happy with 48th
out of 58

73
Geoff
G1GNQ

Next Month
What items can you
contribute???

The next contest in March is the
Commonwealth Contest from 10:00
on Sat 13th to 10:00 Sun 14th
March, this is part of the HF
Championships series.

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Date
1st

Event
Welfare Net

Frequency/MHz
145.375

Time (local)
10.00 am

2nd

Club Net

145.375

08.00pm

3rd

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

6th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

8th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

9th

Meeting on the air

145.375

08.00pm

10th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

13th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

15th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

16th

Club Net

145.375

08.00pm

17th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

20th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

22nd

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

23rd

Meeting on the air

145.375

08.00pm

24th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

27th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

29th

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

30th

Club Net

145.375

08.00pm

31st

Welfare Net

145.375

10.00 am

For updates and topics for meetings on the air check BADARS.co.uk
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Rallies
RSGB advice is :-

25 APRIL 2021

The situation with the Covid-19
virus is changing rapidly. You
should check before travelling that
the activities announced here are
taking place.

NARSA – NORTHERN
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETIES
ASSOCIATION EXHIBITION

28 March 2021

Norbreck Castle Exhibition Centre,
Blackpool FY2 9AA.

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

21-23 May

CALLINGTON RADIO RALLY

DAYTON

18 APRIL 2021

CANCELLED

HACK GREEN RADIO
SURPLUS HANGAR SALE /
HACK GREEN BUNKER
RALLY

3 MAY 2021
CANCELLED

Government Covid Regulations
Permitting.Any last minute
cancellation will appear on our
Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/HGsecretbunk
er/

DARTMOOR RADIO CLUB
RALLY

Contact 01270 623 353,
coldwar@hackgreen.co.uk
[www.hackgreen.co.uk

Kirton Recreation Ground, Back
Road, Kirton IP10 0PW (just off
the A14).Contact Kevin, G8MXV,
0771 004 6846.

13 JUNE 2021
EAST SUFFOLK WIRELESS
REVIVAL (Ipswich Radio Rally)

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
4 Apr 0900-1200
First 70MHz Contest

VHF
9 Mar 2000-2230
432MHz UKAC

6 Apr 1900-2130
144MHz UKAC

9 Mar 1900-1955
432MHz FMAC

6 Apr 1800-1855
144MHz FMAC

11 Mar 2000-2230
50MHz UKAC

7 Apr 1900-2100
144MHz FT8 AC

14 Mar 1000-1200
70MHz Cumulatives # 2

HF
Sat 13-Sun 14 Mar. 1000-1000
Commonwealth Contest HF
Championship
15 Mar 2000-2130 RSGB FT4
Contest
25 Mar 2000-2130 80m CC SSB

16 Mar 2000-2230
1.3GHz UKAC
18 Mar 2000-2230
70MHz UKAC
23 Mar 1930-2230
SHF UKAC

7 Apr

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

1900-2030 RSGB FT4
Contest

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ
14

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Mar 21

Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
of the month using V30 (S15)
145.375 MHz starting at 20.00hrs
local time. Where the month has
5 Tuesdays the 5th Tuesday net

During the Covid-19 restrictions
the club meets on the air on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each
month, using V30 (S15) 145.375
MHz commencing at 20.00hrs
local time. The topic for each
meeting will be notified in
Barscom in the previous month.

will be on GB3BZ.
Input
438.450Mhz Output 430.850Mhz
CTCSS 110.9 commencing at
20.00hrs local time.

In addition the club operates a club
net on the 1st, and 3rd Tuesdays

(Issued Aug 2020)

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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