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he topic for the
Feb
meeting was direction finding
/ hunt.

Contents
WW-1

Melvin GØEMK took us through the
history of DF hunting from the early
days of top band, to today’s 2 and 70
QRP events. The development of
today’s dual-band portables allows
any of us to join in. Melvin had on
display a number of radios and
antennas.

Meeting Report
Edwin, GØLPO
One interesting home built beam was
constructed for 2 metres using the
discarded tapes from a tape measure.
This gave the ability to get into and
out of the vehicle without causing
any damage to either operator or
vehicle. Others on show ranged from
commercial HB9s to a number of
portable whips. Having told us that
a good sensitive receiver was
needed, he progressed onto the need
for attenuation when nearer to the
hidden station, mainly to keep the
metering to something below
maximum. The attenuators included
a professional variable type to a
fixed attenuator placed in line,
followed by the use of your body as
an attenuator.
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The rules for our local club event
require:
+ the hidden transmitter to be keyed
for 2 or 3 minutes every 15 minutes.
+ the hidden station to be no more
than 3 miles from the club house.
+ the event ends after 2 hours.
Why not give it a try.
John M5AGB shared his experiences
with us displaying a Map and taking
Cont.d P4
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bearings to home in on the hidden
transmitter.

onday 16th Feb. was
dedicated to another
RSGB power point slide
show from the archive. Once again
Edwin GØLPO, our resident Sam
Goldwyn/Edd Morrow, edited and
presented the slide show, World War
One Communications.

Meeting Report
Tony, GØIAG
Melvin demonstrates use of a small
70 cm beam

This fascinating talk gave insight
into the problems into battlefield
communication
types
of
communication, equipment and
development. In the very early days
comms were so basic for both sides
that messages were intercepted very
easily by the enemy.

Points to remember:
+Be aware that local buildings,
towers or wire fences will affect the
bearing and possible the outcome.
+When nearing the hidden
transmitter your receiver will show
maximum readings from
many directions, look for
items which may cause this,
e.g. woodland, buildings etc.
All in all a good presentation
which
hopefully
will
encourage more members to
join in on the next event.
The meeting ended with a
raffle and a collection for
British Wireless for the
Blind; the collection amounted to
£100 which will be well received by
them.

Field telephones, the main medium
between the front line and
HQ/artillery etc were broken very
4
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Special Notice Re: AGM.
As you have all been made aware, I will not be available for Committee
work after the AGM.
I draw to your attention that both John and Edwin stated at the last AGM
that they would carry on. in post, for one more year.
At the Committee meeting 17th Feb, both John and Edwin reiterated that
they would not be seeking re-election this year.
Please take into account their health issues and don't use moral blackmail
to force them to stay in post.
There are many of you quite capable of carrying out these committee posts.
Start talking among yourselves.
Tony. GØIAG Chairman.
The presentation also gave great
insight into the development of
listening (Y) stations and how they
helped to track German airships
approaching the UK. The field radio
equipment used at that time was
shown to be very heavy and bulky
its a wonder how it was set up
without being destroyed by the
enemy very quickly.

readily. As a result the Fuller phone
was developed, (details of this

There was so much information in
this presentation, it could be shown
again and we would all learn
something different. Thanks to
Edwin for a really interesting
presentation.

system can be found online) and a
derivative of that system has been
used in our domestic telephones.
5
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It has a long/medium wave ferrite
aerial inside its metal jacket –
strange? * Direct band selection
buttons for the SW broadcast bands.
* Search tuning (scan) plus
memories for 160 frequencies. *AM.
USB/LSB, 2 x CW, but no FM.
*Attenuator for strong signals. *Fine
tune control.

few years ago, I bought a
Radio Shack/Realistic DX394 shortwave receiver for
use as a general coverage receiver.
It was produced around 1994 and, as
with Realistic, it is a budget radio,
which tunes from 150 kHz to 30
MHz, with all of the required
function buttons, no set-up menus,
with a direct frequency entry
function, all of which seem to suit
my listening. It was quite a neat
looking radio, being VHF scanner
size, it would nestle nicely in the
shack. There are normally a few
available on EBay for less than £100.

A simple keypad trick will enable
tuning below 150 kHz, down to
approximately 30 kHz.

Compact Shortwave
Communication Receivers
Howard, G6LXK

However, after reading several
negative reviews about this radio, it
seems that the overall design of key
parts of the circuitry is not quite
there. It is like they ran out of time
during its design process! For
example, the noise blanker does not
work at all. On the web there are a
few documented modifications
listed that you can do.
I decided to do the top three, which:
removed the chuffing noise when
you turn the tuning dial, an
improvement to audio sound quality
and
some
performance
improvements to the 455 kHz second
IF stage. As a starter radio, it is
acceptable. After a couple of years I
felt that I would quite like to upgrade
this radio, but wanted to find one of
a similar size. I looked at the LOWE
HF-150/AOR 7030, NASA Target

Features:
* Mains power or 12V DC. * Direct
frequency entry & adjustable
frequency steps, including selectable
9 or 10 kHz steps for the MW band.*
6
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HF3, Yaesu, Alinco and Icom
receivers. The Yaesu FRG range
kept cropping up, especially the
FRG-100 with its compact size. In
the end, I found one or two FRG100
for sale on EBay, so I managed to
buy one for a little over £200. As I
may be able to receive £100 by
selling the DX394, I am happy with
this.

Downsides:
There is no direct frequency entry
option.* The main tuning knob does
not spin freely, like on many
transceivers, so you cannot zip your
way across the bands.* The internal
speaker sounds thin. There is an
upgrade listed for this, although I use
extension loudspeakers – so I will
leave that one.

The FRG-100 that I bought and
received was received very well
packaged and clean, so it was ready
to go out of the box.

My first feel of the radio shows that
it is quite heavy, suggesting that it
has a proper chassis. The display and
s-meter are quite large. The
operation of the radio is lovely, I am
enjoying listening to it. Now to
tackle the operating manual!

Next Month
Latest News from the RSGB &
ARRL

Features:
*12v DC power with an external
mains power pack.* Adjustable
frequency steps -depending on the
reception mode, plus 100k & 1Meg
steps using the up/down and Fast
buttons.* FM mode fitted as an
optional PCB, useful if you want for
listening to FM Ham and CB from
26 to 30MHz.* Squelch setting for
SSB signals, lose the hiss. *Various
settings available via a keypad trick
from power on.

More memories from WW-I

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.

???
Your Photos
For Sale and Wanted

7

1

March 2015

I found a hand written article among some old papers that had been written
by my grandfather for his squadron magazine, I hope you will find it
interesting.

Memories of WW1
Part 1 - Army, RFC and RAF Service
Edwin, GØLPO

H

finally into small
tugs and found
ourselves making
the landing against
the Turks at Sulva
Bay, Gallipoli.

A Terrible ordeal; some did not get
ashore. Talk about flies and dirt? –
as we put the jam onto our hard
biscuits they would be covered black
with flies. However my company
moved round to Anzac with the
Australians. I was at Brigade HQ
where a sniper bullet went through
my finger and thumb of my left hand
and across my stomach. I was taken
on a stretcher to the Base Field
Hospital from where I was moved to
the hospital ship Gascon and shipped
to the island of Malta, where I stayed
in Hospital for 3 months.

ere goes for the promised
memories of my service
with the Army, RFC and
RAF. It seems so long ago, and quite
a lot of water must have run under
the bridge since I signed on the
dotted line, that I must ask you to
excuse any little failing that might
arise.
In 1912 at the age of 17, I joined the
5th Batt of the ESSEX Regt. They
used to call us the week-end soldiers.
My first annual camp was in 1913 at
Maldon Essex, and the next at
Clacton in 1914. During this camp
war broke out and instead of going
home and back to work I found
myself marching to Harwich – and I
did not get home for good until 6
years later.

Following this I was embarked again
back to Alex to re-join my Regt via
the army base in Alex.
After a few more weeks I was
warned that I would re-join my Regt
in Gallipoli, but that order was
cancelled as the evacuation had
taken place and I therefore joined
them at Metz just
outside Alex and Cont.d P10

After training in England we left
from Southampton on the SS
Grampion, destination unknown.
Stopped at Alexandria, Egypt, for
one day, then on to Mukros and then
8
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Contests

All Times are UTC
VHF/UHF

HF

March
3 2000-2230 144 MHz UKAC
7-8 1400-1400 144/432 MHz VHF
Championship
10 2000-2230 432 MHz UKAC
15 1000-1200 70 MHz
Cumulatives #2
17 2000-2230 1.3 GHz UKAC
24 2000-2230 SHF UKAC
50 MHz UKAC
31 2000-2230 70 MHz UKAC

March
2 2000-2130 80 m CC DATA
11 2000-2130 80 m CC CW
14-15 1000-1000 Commonwealth
Contest (HF Championship)
19 2000-2130 80 m CC SSB
April
5 1900-2030 RoPoCo SSB
HF Championship
6 1900-2030 80m CC CW
15 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
23 1900-2030 80m CC DATA

April
5 0900-1200 1st 70MHz Contest
7 1900-2130 144MHz UKAC
12 0900-1200 1st 50MHz Contest
14 1900-2130 432MHz UKAC
21 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
28 1900-2130 SHF UKAC
50MHz UKAC

In the Dec 2012 edition we gave some info on licence revalidation. We
have been requested to reprint this info,and are happy to do so this month.
You can revalidate your licences either through the online licensing
portal, or by e-mail. You may also write to:
Amateur Validations
Spectrum Licensing
Riverside House
2A Southwark Bridge Road
London
SE1 9HA
9
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day. While in the room I saw a letter
from the RFC HQ in Egypt asking If
any of the personnel would like a
transfer to the RFC. I at once told the
clerk to put my name down. They,
the RFC wanted fitters, another chap
with me also wanted to go (I know
they did not want to lose us ) . They
offered him his third stripe to stay –
which he accepted and did not go. I
had to go for a test at R.E. HQ, I was
advised to take a general fitters test.
I was told it was best to get in as a
general fitter rather than a engine
mechanic, and so I did.

was posted on an armoured train
which steamed up and down the
railway from Alex to Mersa Matruh.
While on the Armoured train, I was
taken ill with fever and admitted to
the 15th General Hosp Alex.
When I was fit to leave the hospital
I was sent to the Luxor Convalescent
Home on the Nile. It was the Winter
Palace Hotel Luxor, a grand place to
get your strength back, with visits to
the valley of the tombs – I must have
trod over King Tutankhamun’s tomb
(circa 1352 BC) and went to the
ruins of Karnak, all so wonderful.
Luxor before the war was a show
place for the rich. All too soon I
re-joined my Regt who had left Alex
and were camped near the Pyramids
(Menas Camp), next stop the Suez
Canal, where there were a number of
posts we had to watch in the sand
dunes. We used to go out at night
from our base taking a line with us
so we could find our way back to
base. You see, after a day or night
watch, the sand dunes altered and the
sand covered our tracks.

At the test a chap brought along a
drawing and a piece of metal plate.
The sizes were given on the drawing
showing how the plate had got to be
after I had finished. He brought
along a hammer and chisel. I looked
at him – I said I want more tools than
that. He said “what do you want”?.
I said I want a dot punch, a gut drill,
a file, hack saw and blade and a rule.
Having been given the tools I set
about cutting the metal plate to size
and shape as the drawing. When I
had finished I was given another
drawing and a metal plate to make
as the drawing. This I completed and
the tester brought the first piece back
and he put the two pieces together to
see if they would fit together. It was
a dovetail joint. He only had to ease

Once more I left the Regt to go to
Luna Park outside Caro and had a
weeks training on the Maxim gun,
having passed the course dispatched
back to the Canal. Some time later I
went into the company’s orderly
room as I was orderly Cpl for that
10
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fit. What was it we had to work to?
A 1,000th part of an inch.

one piece at one corner and it fitted
well. He said the test was in two
parts. Part 1 to see if I knew the tools
I needed to complete the job and part
2 To see that I could work to a
drawing and correct sizes.

Well I must have done well as I
became an engine mechanic’s mate,
we overhauled aero engines as they
came in for repair and overhaul. I
must say that the Cpl I was with was
a splendid fellow, he taught me a lot
about the engine; his name was
Johnson. It appeared that I had
passed my tests and probation,
because I was issued with RFC
uniform, etc. When they took my old
army uniform, they laughed and said
“you don’t keep your stripe, you are
now number 63625 2nd AM Walker
C.A” and so I passed through
Aircraft Park and was sent with
others to join the 14th Squadron
RFC who were with the force in
Palestine.

I returned to my Regt awaiting the
result. It soon came along, the
orderly Sgt said to me you are to
proceed to Aboukir (just outside
Alex) and report to the Aircraft Park.
I must say I was delighted to get
away from the Sinai desert. Of
course I was on probation and was
detailed to a workshop.
After Gallipoli and all the sand of the
Mersa Metruk and the Canal Zone,
although their was quite a lot of sand
at Aboukir, it was a little heaven.
Well my first job in the RFC was to
make metal skids for Avro planes,
the metal plates with wood between
them took the friction of the landing,
to protect the airframe on landing if
it should be a bumpy one (most
were). After a while I got fed up
making these things, and was taken
off the job and the next job was
grinding in piston rings. The cylinder
fixed to the bench, a piston fixed to
an arm with a crossed bit of wood at
the end so that you could push the
piston with the new rings in and out
of the cylinder until they were a good

Part 2 - Into India and Afghans Next Month

Don’t forget!
Moon-bounce March 16
11
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were often full of such discards. As
they were special-quality "CV"
valves, this always struck me as a
terrible waste!

may have recorded some of
these before - if so, my apologies!

Odd happenings on Top Band - I

Unknowingly at the
time, I was operating
very QRP, but I actually
worked the east coast of
the USA one night on
AM - the one and only time - with
a vertical aerial comprising a 20 ft
scaffold pole, a loading coil and a
20 ft tank whip. I think the earthy
ground-plane of all the neighbours
chestnut paling garden fences
(which had twisted galvanised
wires top and bottom to hold them
together) for up to 120 yards
distance may just have helped me
achieve this.
One Sunday morning, a QSO took
place with several (9 or 10) locals
nattering as usual. One station near
Epping came on with a phenomenal
signal, which attracted a lot of
comment about "QRO" etc. It turned
out that the amateur (a lad of about
17 years age) was running a
meteorological balloon filled with
helium, and about 150 feet of nearly
vertical wire, instead of his normal
horizontal "long-wire". During one
of his overs, everyone heard a loud
explosion, and his signal gently
faded to nothing over the next few
seconds. We thought his balloon had

Dave, G3PEN

I started my amateur life on Top
Band, as many did in the '50s and
early '60s, and began with a Marconi
CR300 (the ship version, covering
VLF as well as the long, medium and
lower short-wave bands) and homebuilt transmitter - AM of course.
Initially this used an EF91 as the PA,
which was just about capable of
putting out 1 to 2 watts, but not if
used for long overs! I eventually
up-graded the Tx with a TT11,
which could run the full QRO power
of 10W input.
Quite often the EF91 died during a
QSO, whereupon the others in the
QSO took over, and I became quite
expert in removing a very hot valve
and inserting a "new" replacement,
in time to continue when the over
came my way again. I had hundreds
of EF91s, as they were the "throwouts" from GPO repeater stations,
where they were always replaced on
a routine basis after a low thousands
of hours of running - the waste bins
12
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Recent Additions to the radio Club library
The ARRL Handbook, Book
with CD ROM 2015.

Amateur Radio Prefix Guide,
RSGB.

Much more up to date than the
Library’s previous version.

A sample of the RSGB’s logbook
companion.

The Rig Guide.

Amateur
Handbook,

An updated version of the guides
in the library.

Radio

Mobile

All you need to know about the
latest mobile ham radio installation.

When disposing of this booklet please
shred or destroy the Members’ Directory
on page 18 to protect members’ privacy.
exploded, but when he came back
on, on his normal aerial, he
explained that it was his neighbour,
who had come into the garden and
shot down the balloon with his 12bore shot-gun.

had a power amplifier with an 813
as the PA valve, and a power supply
to match, with somewhere near
2,000 volts output. (This only
became generally known at a later
date.) He mainly operated this rig
very late at night, when the States
was awake. His use of this rig was
suddenly curtailed, however, when
his mother was hoovering his
bedroom, and stuck the pipe under
the bed. Carelessly, he had left the
power supply switched on after a
night-time operation, and the Hoover
earthed the HT, with (it was
reported) a massive display of
fireworks, which
Cont.d P14

Of course, everyone was keen to tell
him to report this to the village
policeman. When he had his next
over, he said "the neighbour IS the
village policeman!", which rather
killed that line of retaliation.
The same amateur did in fact run a
totally illegal power on Top Band,
when working the States on CW. He
13
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frightened his mother no end, and
caused an ultimatum to be issued
about operating such equipment. He
never did so well with legal(ish)
power after that.

The result had been that on Top
Band, the amateur was running about
100 -120 W input, or about 10 times
the legal limit, whereas on 80 m he
was only running about 10 W.

Another case of running high power
that occurred inadvertently occurred
in Seven Kings (near Ilford). The
amateur concerned bought a
Heathkit DX100 kit, and several of
us younger Ilford club members built
it for him. When completed, on-air
tests on Top Band with the high/low
power switch in the low power
position produced wonderful reports
from all the many local stations, and
the proud owner was well pleased.
After some months, he suddenly
decided to try working on 80m, and
having tuned up the rig, he switched
to high power. The reports were
abysmal! The next time some of us
were gathered in the shack, we
looked closely at the rig. For Top
Band, Heathkit had fitted an extra
PA coil, but much smaller physically
than the main coil. On inspection, we
found that this Top Band coil, which
was wound on polystyrene rods, had
obviously been greatly overheated,
having partially melted and distorted
badly (although still tuning OK).
Further tests showed that the
high/low power switch had been
mounted upside down, so that it did
the opposite of what was intended.

This mistake was actually easy to
understand - the switch was a toggle
switch, which reduced the PA screen
voltage on low power - the HT
remained the same. The Tx metering
was only of the crudest, and it was
not easy to see that the power was,
or was not, reduced. Virtually
nobody used or even owned power
meters or VSWR meters back then,
so output power measurement was
not done scientifically.
Anyhow, I don't think the amateur
ever went back on 80m, but it was
noticeable that while most times his
signal on Top Band was reasonable,
just sometimes it became very
potent, when the band was a bit
crowded or noisy.

Club Equipment
You can borrow the club’s
Aerial Analyser for only £1/day
and the Morse Tutor (Less
Battery) for 50p/2-week session.
Ask one of the Committee for
information

14
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Imlay said that when interference
from MITRE’s wide-bandwidth
transmitters inevitably occurs in the
narrow-bandwidth,
sensitive
receivers that amateurs use, amateur
licensees will have no way to
determine the source of the
interference or know to whom they
might complain.

assachusetts
company
MITRE plans to conduct
e x p e r i m e n t a l
transmissions over wide portions of
the HF spectrum between 2.5 MHz
and 16 MHz using bandwidths of 5
kHz, 500 kHz, and 1 MHz at
effective radiated power levels of
6 W, 24 W, or 122 W.

Imlay claims that MITRE’s
assurance of operation on a ‘noninterference basis’ is meaningless
under the circumstances, yet it is
both a special condition of operation
of the WH2XCI license and under
FCC Part 5 regulations.

Potential HF QRM
ARRL
The
FCC
granted
MITRE
Corporation
of
Bedford,
Massachusetts, a 2-year Part 5
Experimental License, WH2XCI, to
operate 21 transmitters at 10 fixed
New York and Massachusetts sites
last autumn.

It is ARRL’s intention to ensure that
this experimental authorization,
improvidently granted to the extent
that it includes heavily used Amateur
Radio allocations, is not permitted
to cause interference to ongoing
Amateur Radio HF communications.

At the proposed power levels and
operating parameters, the ARRL
claim it will be impossible to
conduct tests at any time, within the
Amateur Radio allocations and, at
the same time, avoid harmful
interference. Consequently ARRL
Chief Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD,
will ask the FCC to rescind the
company’s Experimental License or
to impose a prior notification
requirement for each and every use
of the transmitters authorized at each
site.

MITRE obtained the Experimental
License to investigate high data rate
wideband HF communication
systems that exploit polarization
diversity multiple input, multiple
output concepts to expand the
bandwidth of the communication
channel.
Make note of any increased noise
levels on the bands - Ed
15

1

March 2015

29 MARCH
RIPON RADIO RALLY –
rally@ripon.org.uk

Rallies
1 MARCH
EXETER
RADIO
&
ELECTRONICS RALLY
OT 10.15/10.30, £2. Pete, G3ZVI,
07714 198 374, g3zvi@yahoo.co.uk.

£2

12 APRIL
31st YEOVIL QRP CONVENTION
£3Steve, G7AHP, 01803 666 407,
steve@g7ahp.co.uk.

8 MARCH - NEW VENUE
30th WYTHALL RADIO CLUB
RALLY
Birmingham.
OT
9.30/10am, £3,John, 07428 055 931
m 1 j s s @ y m a i l . c o m .
[www.wrcrally.co.uk].

52nd NORTHERN AMATEUR
RADIO
SOCIETIES
ASSOCIATION
EXHIBITION
(Blackpool rally)
Dave, M0OBW, 01270 761608,
dwilson@btinternet.com.
[www.narsa.org.uk].

15 MARCH
DOVER RADIO RALLY – Dover
OT 10am - auction starts at 12.30pm.
£2. [www.darc.org.uk].

19 APRIL NEW DATE
WEST LONDON RADIO &
ELECTRONICS SHOW (Kempton
Rally) Paul, M0CJX, 08451 650351,
info@radiofairs.co.uk.
[www.radiofairs.co.uk].

21 MARCH
40th DUTCH NATIONAL RADIO
FLEA
MARKET.
Details:
info@radiovlooienmarkt.nl.
[www.radiovlooienmarkt.nl].

25 APRIL
SANDFORD MILL MUSEUM
INTERNATIONAL MARCONI
DAY – Sandford Mill, Sandford Mill
Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2
6NY. GXØMWT will operate from
the
historic
2MT
Marconi
broadcasting hut. View the radio
collection, marine radio cabins from
1900s to 1960s, industrial heritage
displays and listen to talks. OT 10am
[www.g0mwt.org.uk/sandfordmill]

22 MARCH
LAUGHARNE RADIO RALLY –
01994 427581,
matthew.twyman63@btinternet.
com.
29 MARCH
DEVON
&
CORNWALL
REPEATER
GROUP
+
CALLINGTON ARS RALLY –
Roger, 2e0rph@gmail.com
16
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Club Meetings and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time
2 Meters (S15) (145.375 MHz)

August
3
10
17
24
31

March
2 Sausage and mash evening meal
9 Club Net
16 Talk Amateur Moon-bounce
John Regnault from the RSGB
23 Club Net
30 Club Net

6
13
20
27
4
11
18
25
1
8
15
22
29

6
13
20
27

TBA
Club Net
TBA
Club Net
Club Net

September
7 TBA
14 Club Net
21 Railway on the Air planning /
‘Tx
factor’
28 Club Net

April
Equipment testing part 2 / natter
Club Net
Rig clinic, Health check and
fault - Diagnostic
Club Net
May
Mills planning, / natter night
Club Net
AGM
Club Net
June
Construction Contest
Club Net
DF hunt
Club Net
Club Net

5
12
19
26

October
JOTA planning / ‘Tx factor’
Club Net
Surplus equipment sale
Club Net

2
9
16
23
30

November
TBA
Club Net
TBA
Club Net
Club Net

December
Christmas party with food
and entertainment
14 Club Net
21 TBA
28 Club Net
7

July
BBQ
Club Net
Aerial clinic
Club Net

17
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BADARS e-mail directory
Brian Ely
Colin Johnson
Dave Penny
Dave Willicombe
Edwin Hume
Fred Haselden
Geoff Marshall
Geoff Stokes
Howard Davis
Ian Wager
Jim Frost
Joe Callaghan
John Button
Mark Aston
Martin Munro
Mike Adcock
Neil Smith
Neville Broadbent
Owen Hutley
Roy White
Stephen Hughes
Tom Benson
Tom Hathaway
Tony King

G3TGB
M6NCU
G3PEN
GØDEC
GØLPO
G1CCW
G1WRH
GØBYH
G6LXK
G8MKN
GØDCR

jebri1831@talktalk.net
colinjohnsonuk@aol.com
davepennyg3pen@yahoo.co.uk
dave@g0dec.freeserve.co.uk
edwin.g0lpo@uwclub.net
fredhas@btinternet.com

Tony Mead

G6EEE

ajmead@tesco.net

geoff.g0byh@gmail.com
howard@coda-systems.co.uk
i.wager@kaladel.net
jim-godcr@hotmail.com
josephcall944013@aol.com
M5AJB johnbutton1@btinternet.com
mark.aston9@btinternet.com
MØFAQ martinmunro10@btinternet.com
G8DJO
mike.adcock@physics.org
MØNAS neilasmith@hotmail.co.uk
G8CDG neville.broadbent@gmail.com
M3OIL
owen@hutley6991.fsnet.co.uk
G6XCY royg6xcy@btinternet.com
G8YVR steve@cudz23.fsnet.co.uk
tombenson95@gmail.com
G4WVH thomas@hathaway45.orangehome.co.uk
GØIAG tony.g0iag@hotmail.com

Committee

Chairman:
Tony King GØIAG

geoff@marshalls.plus.com

01376 330853

07972 850232

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
John

M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Treasurer:
Edwin GØLPO 01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane CM7 2TL

Ordinary Members:
Dave
Geoff

GØDEC 01376 321619
G1WRH 01376 323223

07745 569564
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
deadline for copy is the 28th of each
month. Members may sell or
exchange equipment etc. before the
start of each meeting, during the
tea/coffee break and may advertise
in BARSCOM free of charge.

The club meets every 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month at Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8 pm to 10 pm.
Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

Some members have had problems
with UHF and BZ access, and as a
result the Club Net will now
operate on 2 metres only. This
should make it easier for all
members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 2nd, 4th,
and 5th Mondays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate). The usual

The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 28th of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
BARSCOM Editor (Ian, G8MKN)

© BADARS 2015
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Due to massive expansion we have now moved, lock stock & barrel, to Staines.
Come and visit our new Superstore at Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP.
CONTACT US
Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Wessex House, Drake
Avenue
Staines, Middlesex TW18
2AP

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599

FRIENDLY HELPFUL
ADVICE
We pride ourselves on our
customer service. We
believe
that it has been instrumental
in making us the number

SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING
Shopping online with ML&S is
safe
and secure. E&OE

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

The Only Way is Wessex

S

o we’ve moved. After ten years in Chertsey
we were bursting at the seams and couldn’t
get any more stock inside if we tried. Ditto
staff. Bar “ bunk-desks” (if there is such a thing),
there was nowhere for anyone else to go. Worse
than that, they are knocking
the building down later this year!
This is our 25th year of serving Radio Hams
throughout the world. It’s thanks to all the continual
support we get from loyal customers that we’ve
grown to be probably the largest dedicated Ham
Radio store in Europe – literally.
Tapping this out from my new little ofﬁce (I’ve got
used to having the smallest ofﬁce in the building
over the years), I can still hear tradesmen banging
away, still painting, electricians still wiring and even
plumbers ﬁnishing off in our new Superstore.
All the stock is ﬁnally at our new “home” here in
Staines upon Thames and whilst the tradesman aren’t
quite ﬁnished, they certainly should be by the time
you read this. Mail order is working at 100% and we
are still ﬁlling up our massive showroom. It’s been an
unbelievably hard slog, think of moving house then
magnify it at least ten times. Will I be moving again? I
very much doubt it.
So a BIG thank you to all my customers and suppliers
far and wide for helping to get ML&S this far. We are
certainly looking forward to the next 25 years. I’ll be in
my eighties by then so you might not see me quite as
often as you do now! Do pop in and see us and say
hello, remember we are just across the road from the
mainline Staines railway and Junction 13 of the M25.
Best 73
Martin G4HKS & the team.
Finally, thanks to all my staff for helping with the
move, setting up all over again and working through
general mayhem throughout the exercise. What a
team! If you want to join us as a part timer and live
locally, pop in for an informal chat.

The UK’s Biggest Ham Radio Dealer
Has Moved and is OPEN for Business
ML&S Mobile site now live! Just click www.hamradio.co.uk/mobile from any mobile
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Appendix

S

bits and pieces from club members,
some "Silent Key" stock from a late
friend of Neil's (MØNAS), and some
commission sale equipment from
club members. Our stock created a
lot of interest amongst the buyers but
there were some who wanted
"something for nothing", so they told
to try elsewhere, (I think that's what
we said).

unday 1st February, 7.30 am,
perishing cold time to leave
for the rally. 2 cars pre-loaded
with goodies and 4 bodies.

Canvey Rally Report
Tony, GØIAG
We arrived at Canvey just
before 8.30 am and the four of
us set to with the unloading, we
being, John M5AJB, Edwin
GØLPO, Mark Aston (a new
member) and me (Tony). We
had 2 tables booked in the
second hall in a very good
position which allowed us to
spread ourselves.

The rally wound down about 13.00
hrs and we were clear by about
14.30 hrs. we had got rid of over
half of our stock and increased the
Club's bank balance by over
£300.00. Not a bad day's work.
Unfortunately, I was not able to
have a look round the Rally so I
cannot report on it, perhaps some
one else will.

We had a large variety of items to
sell thanks to donations of surplus
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