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Thought for the
month

Chairman’s Chat
John, M5AJB

The whole problem with the
world is that fools and fanatics
are always so certain of
themselves, and wiser people so
full of doubts."
- Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)

The talk on the History of Braintree last meeting was very interesting. The speaker was also very
pleased with our interest and the
questions asked.
We have confirmation that the
friends of Alderford Mill would
like us to take part in the Mills
Weekend in May. The Mill will
be open to the public on the Sunday, and we will be able to be
there on the Saturday also.

Next Meeting
Construction Evening
DF Equipment

The AGM is not far away, so time
to think who you would to see on
the committee. If you would like
to take a position on the committee, please let the secretary know
before the AGM.
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The sausage and mash evening is
on the 23rd of April, please let us
know if you will be attending.
This will help with the catering.

Well that's all for this month.
Best 73's M5AJB
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range of the spectrum analyser is from
100 kHz to 1.0 GHz. Distortion
measuring
filters,
AF
post
demodulation filters and IF passband
filters, are built in for inclusion in
relevant measurement paths.

Meeting Reports
Geoff, G1WRH

It was explained why an attenuator
was included in line between the
transceiver and the service monitor
so as not to overheat the equipment,
especially important as it is no longer
in production and therefore sourcing
of spares might be problematic.

Dave G0DEC set about testing the
club rigs in preparation for the
forthcoming season. He had set up his
Marconi
Instruments
2945
Communications Service Monitor to
check the club’s transceivers in turn
for power output on each band and
also the waveform of the output
signal on each rig. Also checked were
the harmonics, and the sensitivity on
receive.

It was pleasing that everything was
found to be operating within
specification, except that the power
output of the Icom 746 was slightly
below what should have been
expected. Dave put this down to a
lowered voltage input and suggested
that the fuse contacts were tarnished
and could benefit from a gentle clean.
Edwin also brought in his Kenwood
Trio TR-9130 all mode 2 meter
transceiver for Dave to check over,
and all was fine with that.

As mentioned in a previous report,
the Service Monitor contains modules
to provide facilities equivalent to the
following instruments:- RF generator,
two audio generators, specialised
tones generator, RF power meter,
modulation meter, RF counter, AF
counter, AF voltmeter, distortion
meter,
large
screen
digital
oscilloscope, spectrum analyser and
monitoring receiver. The frequency
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Also on display was a vintage art
nouveau Bakelite NASSAK domestic
extension speaker on offer for sale.

Mike Bardell, local historian and
prolific writer on matters relating
to the district gave the club a
fascinating illustrated talk on the
subject of “Braintree and Bocking,
History you can see”.
Throughout the evening we returned
to the theme of the rivalries and
differences between these two halves
of the town, bounded by Rayne Road
to the west and Coggeshall Road to
the east. Anything to the north of this
Roman Stane Street - formerly an
Iron Age road - falls into the parishes
of Bocking, and to the south into the
parishes of Braintree. The river Pant
to the N becomes the Blackwater in
Bocking before it continues on its
way to its estuary, and similarly Pods
Brook to the S becomes the River
Brain which eventually joins the
Blackwater just SW of Witham.
We were told that Roman remains
had been found, including Samian
ware off Marlborough Road on the
Fairview Estate, of re-used Roman
bricks in the E end walls of St
Michaels and of remains found at
College House. We were advised that
the end wall of the Swan in Bank St
had once included some shop
windows and a door as can be clearly
seen by looking at the beams, and by
looking up peg holes are visible
indicative of an early example of a
covered walkway. There used to be a
regal coat of arms on the wall of
Poulters, but it is thought his had been

Finally following on from our recent
Morse evening, Edwin brought in his
splendid HI-MOUND key here ably
displayed by Howard.
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destroyed in part by the Roundheads
who were in opposition to the
Royalists. Mike told us about the 1840
law which made it a requirement
amongst other things for streets to be
named and houses to be numbered.
One of the original wooden signs can
still be seen on a property in Bishops
Avenue. The last remaining cast iron
street sign determining the N or S
parishes is at John Ray Street Bocking.

water tower in 1858 but it was soon
deemed to be of insufficient capacity.
Brands builders built a second adjacent
to the first, but Bocking did not want to

share in this initiative, so Braintree
charged Bocking twice as much for
any supplies drawn. It was not until
1917 that Bocking arranged for its own
supply. Even so, the Braintree towers
were still insufficient and so a third
Iron and steel structure was built
adjacent making the Town one of only
three to have three towers on one site.
However, this third tower was
subsequently destroyed by wartime
bombing.
Many of Mike’s books and booklets
are available in print, and he currently
has a work available for view at
Braintree Museum. Additionally he
publishes articles on topics of local
interest every four weeks in the
Braintree and Witham Times. Mike
concluded his talk with an amusing
poem about Braintree folk by Essex
poet Martin Newell.

We touched upon the Crittall steel bus
shelters, and the preservation of at least
one of these in situ, and of the more
complex question as to why there are
so many dolphins depicted on
buildings in Bocking. All but one of
the dozen dolphin images are in
Bocking, e.g. Holmes and Hills,
Bocking Deanery etc. except for one
on the Braintree Town Hall. Mike has
written booklets on both these two
subjects. Mike spoke of much more
but my summary will end with the
introduction of the mains water supply
to the district. Braintree built their first
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The earth stake is
made from a 1m
long brass stake I
had
specially
made. Although
sited close by, the
antenna
never
tuned on all bands
with the stake. In
any case I needed
the stake to be the
station earth, with
another
ground
system needed for
the end-fed. So I
re-sited the earth peg. It is then I read
about counterpoise systems. It is not
possible at the moment to bury a
ground field so I looked for a path to
run the copper wire away from the
balun. The fence nearby would do, so
I tacked approximately a quarter length
of the same wire along the top rail.
However, there is gate halfway long
the fence, so how was the wire going
to traverse this? Noting that the gate’s
hinges and latch were galvanised steel
I wired them into the circuit!

End-fed Antennas &
Counterpoises
Howard G6LXK

Because my tower is grade II listed
we cannot put any visible antenna
systems on the outside. As there
happens to be a useable hole in the
600mm thick brickwork almost at
ground level, I decided to fit an endfed antenna with an inverted L
configuration. A small hook under
the guttering will do nicely, with the
remainder of the 122’ wire going out
to the trees.

An egg insulator with strong twine,
with a spring in-line, will provide
enough tension to allow the trees to
sway. I fed the end of the wire with
Mini8X coaxial cable, with a homemade 9:1 balun fixed to an earth
stake. I put the balun in a project box
hidden under an upturned pottery
plant pot, with the copper wire exiting
up through the drain hole.

The gate was now a switch! I
continued the wire along the fence a
bit further and along one side of the
shed, about 1m above ground - which
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is roughly underneath the aerial.
Careful trimming of the aerial length
allows most bands to tune with the
internal ATU, apart from 15m band.
What should I do? Open the gate
switch perhaps?

East Suffolk Boot Sale
Geoff, G1GNQ

Next Month
What items can you
contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.
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The club has booked a boot sale
pitch at the East Suffolk Wireless
Rally on 9th June. We have
several items left from Canvey and
will be taking these along, if
anyone has surplus equipment to
dispose of either on the usual
commission sale basis or donation
to club funds please contact Edwin
G0LPO or Geoff G1GNQ
Any heavy or cumbersome items
may be able to be collected if
required.

Apr19

Rainproofing a Coax
Connector

to the connector(s) so rain proofing
was required.
Using, in my case, a 35mm film
cassette (now very rare) ,though
any similar press on lid container
would do, picture 1 shows the home
made dipole insulator, cassette lid
with a (rough)15mm hole which
should fit tight on the SO259 and
the cassette case with the base cut
off. Pictures 2, 3 and 4 show the
final assembly. I have found this
keeps the rain off but does provide
shelter for spiders !!

Brian, G3TGB
When I only had one dipole
antenna for 20 m, (the low bands
antenna was a long wire,)
waterproofing by binding with
insulating tape was acceptable.
However ,when after many, many
years I changed to all round
dipoles I wanted frequent access
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Club Meetings,

Activities and Nets

Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Jan 8th 2019
Natter night / TX Factor 21

Jun 25th

Club BBQ

Jul 9th

Construction Contest

Jul 23rd

Aerial Clinic

22nd

Jan
PAT/PAC Testing / Prep for Canvey
Feb 12th

G3ZPS 999 Emergency

Feb 26th

CW presentation

Aug

Mar 12th
Rig Clinic, club equipment
checking for 2019 events

10-11th

Summer Camp

Aug 13th

Operating Evening

Aug 27th

Andrew
‘Computers in the
Shack’

Sep 10th
Railways on the Air Planning

Mar 26th
Talk ‘History of Braintree’

Sep 21 - 22nd ROTA

Apr 9th
Construction Evening DF
Equipment

Sept 24th

Natter Night

Oct 8th

JOTA Planning

Apr 23rd

Oct 19 - 20th

JOTA

May 11, 12, 13th Mills on the Air

Oct 22nd

TBA

May 14th

MOTA update

Nov 12th

TBA

May 28th

The AGM

Nov 26th
Surplus Equipment sale

Sausage and mash

Jun 11th
The ins and outs of metal
detection
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Dec 10th

Christmas social

Dec 24th

Natter Night?
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Rallies
14 APRIL 2019

28 APRIL 2019

WEST LONDON RADIO &
ELECTRONICS SHOW (Kempton
Rally)

NARSA – NORTHERN
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETIES
ASSOCIATION EXHIBITION
(Blackpool Rally) Norbreck Castle
Exhibition Centre, Blackpool FY2
9AA.

Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines
Road East, Sunbury on Thames,
TW16 5AQ.

Dave, M0OBW 01270 761 608
dwilson@btinternet.com
[www.narsa.org.uk]

More details from Paul, M0CJX on
08451 650 351,
info@radiofairs.co.uk.
[www.radiofairs.co.uk].

28 APRIL 2019
ANDOVER RAC SPRING CAR
BOOT SALE Wildhern Village
Hall, Nr Andover, SP11 0JE

14 APRIL 2019
HACK GREEN BUNKER
RALLY

Contact Paul G4KZY 07775 738
200, arac@arac.org.uk.
http://www.arac.org.uk

Hack Green Secret Nuclear
Bunker, French Lane, Hack Green,
Nr Nantwich, Baddington,
Cheshire CW5 8AL.

5 MAY 2019
THORPE CAMP HAMFEST More
information in the events page of
thorpecamp.org or Sylvia or Ant on
0795 665 4481.

Contact 01270 623 353,
coldwar@hackgreen.co.uk
[www.hackgreen.co.uk]
14 APRIL 2019

6 MAY 2019 (New Venue)
RIPON RADIO RALLY
35th DARTMOOR RADIO CLUB
RALLY

Hugh Ripley Hall, Ripon, HG4
2PT Contact rally@ripon.org.uk
for further information.

The Butchers Hall, Pannier Market,
Tavistock
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Contests
23 Apr 1830-2130 SHF UKAC
4-5 May 1400-1400
432MHz-245GHz Contest
4 May 1400-2200
432MHz Trophy Contest
4 May. 1400-2200
10GHz Trophy Contest
7 May 1900-2130
144MHz UKAC
7 May 1800-1900
144MHz FMAC

VHF
9 Apr 1800-1900 432MHz
FMAC
9 Apr 1900-2130 432MHz
UKAC
11 Apr 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC
11 Apr 1800-1900 50MHz FMAC
14 Apr 0900-1200 First 50MHz
Contest
16 Apr 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC

20-21 Apr. 1400-1400 1st MGM
Contest

HF
7 Apr 1900-2030
RoLo SSB HF Championship
10 Apr 1900-2030
80m CC SSB
25 Apr 1900-2030
80m CC DATA

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

18 Apr 1900-2130 70MHz UKAC
18 Apr 1800-1900 70MHz FMAC

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO 01376 324031
Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
Colin, M6NCU
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1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

07745 569564
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month at St
Peters Church Hall, St Peters
Road,
off
The
Causeway
Braintree. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8.00pm to
10pm.

attachment, normally during the
first week of the month. Where
members do not have access to e
mail, they should discuss
alternatives with the Secretary.

Membership is £16.00 annually;
Senior Members (State Retirement
Age) and Junior members , under
18 pay £10.00. A door fee of £1.00
is also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

month and will use
145.375MHz starting
local time.
Where the month has
the 5th Tuesday net

The Club Net operates on 2 meters
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
V30 (S15)
at 20.00hrs
5 Tuesdays

will be on
GB3BZ
Input
438.450MHz
Output 430.850MHz
CTCSS
110.9

BARSCOM the clubs magazine is
sent to members as an e mail

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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