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Rig Testing- anxious owners look on!

Apr 20
Enjoy the hobby of amateur radio (plus
any other hobbies you may have) but
most importantly of all stay safe and well.

Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

73 Dave, G0DEC

.First of all I hope you all are OK.

As most of you will know by now the
committee has suspended club
meetings and events due to the
pandemic.

Thought for the
Month
“Most people say that it is the intellect
that makes a great scientist.
They are wrong.! It is character”
-Albert Einstein

To keep the club in peoples minds, the
formal nets will continue as before.
On the nights that would be a club
meeting we will hold an informal net
more of a round robin on S15,
145.375MHz. We may even try other
bands as we have done in the past. In
addition to the Tuesday evening nets,
we are holding morning nets every
day on S15, 145.375MHz from 10am
local time for half an hour or so just as
a welfare net in case anyone needs
anything. Plus just to keep in touch
with other club members. Also
monitor our local repeater GB3BZ.

Next Meeting
On Air
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It has been noted by a number of
people on the air that the bands are
busy. More people at home playing
radio? Does this make amateur radio
the first social network medium?
With all the bad news about at the
moment lets try and find some
positives in these current times. So
dust of those projects that “I’ll get
round to that when I have time” well
we now have the time.
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Meeting Report
Mike, G8DJO
Our last meeting of March (which has
subsequently become our last
meeting pre-lock-down) was a
testing session for members rigs. A
variety of rigs were wheeled out for
Dave, chairman and resident
technical expert to put to the test.

Covid-19
From the Committee
As all our club meetings and activities
are now cancelled until better times
we are going to hold an informal net
on 145.375 on the Tuesdays where
we would have a club meeting. These
will commence at 20:00 local time, in
addition to this we also hold an
informal net/call in each weekday
morning on 145.375 at 10:00 local
time. This Welfare Net is just for a
quick check that all is OK and a natter
if the fancy takes you and is already
proving to be very popular with
members. BADARS Club Net will
also continue to operate at normal
scheduled times (see page 15)

Armed with his Marconi Instruments
communications service monitor the
lid was lifted on each patient in turn
as Dave worked his magic to ensure
each rig was performing to
specification.
A number of anxious owners looked
on, while awaiting Dave’s verdict on
their precious rigs and other members
present were able to have a good
natter to each other. Most of the
examinations went well and where
not a few expert tweaks sorted things
out.
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have a go in the restricted section from
my parent’s location in North
Fambridge. The restricted section only
allows the use of a single element
antenna and 100 watts. On the day
before the contest, I took some time off
work and installed my 15m Clark
pump up mast and a 270 foot doublet.
The operating position was set up in a
small store next to the horse stable. All
bands from 80 metres to 10 metres
were checked and all tuned up quite
nicely, so I packed up the radio and
went home for dinner.

2020 Commonwealth
Contest
Dean, G4WQI
The Commonwealth contest or BERU
as it used to be known is always held
on the first weekend in March. It is a
CW only contest and only U.K. and
Crown dependant countries can take
part, so it is a great opportunity to work
some good DX without competing
with the rest of Europe.

On the morning of the contest I
returned and set up my recently
acquired Elecraft K2 with 100 watt
amplifier and automatic ATU.

This year I had suffered antenna
damage at home from the various
storms over the winter, so I decided to
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On the morning of the contest I
returned and set up my recently
acquired Elecraft K2 with 100 watt
amplifier and automatic ATU.

After dark my attention concentrated
on the lower bands. 40 metres
produced a good stream of Canadians
again along with African and
Caribbean stations interspersed with
brief visits to 20 metres to pick up
some Caribbean stations and more
Canadians. 20 metres was open until
just past 2100 and 80 metres produced
some Australian stations at around
2200. By midnight things were starting
to get a bit slow, so I decided to get a
little sleep.
I was back in the chair at 0530, but
nothing new was found until just after
6.30 when I picked up my first New
Zealand station. That morning was
definitely slower as I was finding that
most of the signals I could hear I had
already worked. 20 metres started to
open up again at 0720 when I worked
Ghana again for another band slot,
then New Zealand again at 0910. At
the finish I had made 95 contacts in 17
Commonwealth areas.

Mum found a small fan heater and
everything was ready to go for a 1000
start. Using my short contest call M5D,
I decided to start using search and
pounce technique and tuned through
most of the bands trying to find
commonwealth stations. First ones
found were UK headquarter stations
GW6XX on 20 metres and G6XX on
10 metres which are worth good
multiplier points. I then found
Canadian stations on 40 metres and 20
metres, Ghana, Mauritius and Namibia
on 15 metres.
Dad provided regular cups of tea as I
worked a steady flow of Canadians,
Africans during the morning, then the
Australians popped up on 20 metres at
around 1400. I spent most of my time
on 20 metres until 1600 when I found
the Australians again on 40 metres.

The Commonwealth contest is a great
one to cut your teeth on as the pace is
quite slow. I’m not sure if I missed
anything between 0000 and 0530, but
I don’t think I could have sat in the
chair for the full 24 hours. By the time
I had packed down the station and got
back home all that was left to do was
sleep.
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Countries breakdown.
3B8 Mauritius
9G Ghana
9H Malta
9J Zambia
G England
GI Northern Ireland
GM Scotland
GW Wales
V3 Belize

40m, 20m & 15m
20m & 15m
20m
15m
80m, 40m, 20m, 15m, & 10m
80m
80m, 40m, 20m, & 15m
80m, 40m & 20m

Giving an Elbow the Elbow

See the white stuff? Thread locking
fluid. Good engineering practice, but a
terrible conductor. So this adapter is a
capacitor. I have removed this horror
from my box of adapters and it will go
in the metal recycling bin!

Howard, G6LXK
I was having a strange fault with my
HF antenna system. I was receiving
signals, but the antenna had failed to
tune up, unlike it used to. I tested each
cable section and switches with the
multimeter. After a while I found the
culprit: one of those nickel plated brass
PL259 elbows. This one was
completely open circuit inner to inner.
Sorry it’s blurry. I couldn’t see how
this could be. It only has four
components. Anyway, I decided to
crack it open to find out why. I
removed the nylon insulators with a
drill. Then I could see that the inner pin
pieces threaded together, extremely
tightly. I undid the pair and could
immediately see the problem.
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Mon 6th April 80 Mtr CC CW 19:00 –
20:30 U.T.C.

Contest Corner

Wed 15th April 80 Mtr CC SSB19:00
20:30 U.T.C.

Geoff, G1GNQ

Thur 23rd April 80 Mtr CC Data
19:00 – 20:30 U.T.C

Hi from an isolated contest corner!
With the lockdown and social
distancing most of us are finding we
have more time on our hands, with this
in mind the RSGB have introduced a
series of short contests to be held
during the day at different times. This
key objective of this is to entertain and
support RSGB members and any other
amateurs that are staying at home.

Mon 4th May 80 Mtr CC SSB 19:00 –
20:30 U.T.C.
RSGB Hope QSO Party
A series of 90 minute duration
daytime contests that has been
introduced on a temporary basis
to help and support radio
amateurs who are isolated at
home and would appreciate
contact with other people.

Below is the short extract from the
RSGB web page and for the full
information please visit :
https://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2020/r
hqp.shtml

This contest series is open to all
entrants and is not restricted to
RSGB members. This series is for
Single Operator Fixed Stations
only (please no Multi-Operator,
Portable or alternative address
operation entrants at this time).
A requirement of the series is
that participants must be in full
compliance with all measures in
respect of Covid-19, that are
currently
applied
by
the
authorities
at
their
station
location. This series does not
contribute
to
the
HF
Championship and is not linked

So if you would like a little distraction
why not have a go at some of these
short contests either just for fun or
keep a log and submit to RSGB. Any
logging programme that you can
export a Cabrillo file from will work,
N1MM is the preferred by myself
which is a free download and
reasonably easy to set up.

Added to this the 80 Meter CC is still
in full swing and the next dates for this
are:
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described below.

to any RSGB Affiliated Club
contests.

If you have any queries about
these
rules,
please
e-mail
hf.query@rsgbcc.org

Scoring is “Anyone works
Anyone” – a scoring QSO does
not need to include a UK
station.

For more information please check the
RSGB web pages or contact Geoff
G1GNQ.

QSOs are encouraged before
and after the contest periods.
We
include
recommended
frequencies for SSB discussion
after each event in these rules.

And finally, congratulations to Dean
M5D (G4WQI) for 11th place in his
section of the Commonwealth
Contest, 2020

Participants are encouraged to
call “CQ HQP” or “CQ Hope QSO
Party”. We would like to see the
number of participants growing
as the series runs. On SSB and
CW please be sure to ask if the
frequency is in use before
calling.
Please enter as many or as few
events as you wish - you may
wish to concentrate on one
mode or to try all four modes.

M5D

We suggest entrants use a CQ
WPX template in their contest
logging software for the SSB,
CW and RTTY events; this will
log correctly but will not score
correctly for this series - all logs
will
be
re-scored
during
adjudication. For FT4 the latest
WSJT-X
package
will
be
appropriate
and
this
is

Operated by G4WQI

achieved

11th in the Restricted Single Operator Unassisted
Section (24-HOURS) of the

Commonwealth Contest 2020
President of the RSGB
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
2020
DATE
Feb 11th
Feb 25th

Mar 10th
Mar 24th

MEETING TOPIC or
EVENT
Quiz Night / Canvey
feedback
Members equipment
Pat Testing /Natter
Night
Rig Clinic

DATE
Jun 27,28

MEETING TOPIC or
EVENT
Museum on the air

Jul 14th

Construction Contest

Jul 28th

Aerial Clinic

Aug 7-9th

Summer camp

Aug 11th

Meeting at Stisted
(operating evening)

Aug 25th

Apr 28th

M0ONH Demo 3D
printing
G0JMT Talk on Radio
at sea
Sausage and mash

May 8-10th

VE Day 75 Years

May 12th

VE Day GB5VED up
date
Dave Cutts RSGB Talk

Sept 26,27
Oct 13th

Members Patch Lead
Checking
Natter Night
Railways on the Air
Planning
ROTA
JOTA Planning

May 26th

The AGM

Oct 17,18

JOTA

Jun 6th

National Field day
(CW)

Oct 27th
Nov 10th

TBA **

Nov 24th

Jun 20,21

Satellite Tracking / sdr
dongle
Museum on the air

Dec 8th

Surplus Equipment
sale
Christmas social

Jun 23rd

Club BBQ at Stisted

Dec 22th

Maybe a natter night

Apr 14th

Jun 9th

Sep 8th
Sept 22nd
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Rallies

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
2-3 May 1400-1400 432MHz245GHz
5 May 1900-2130 144MHz
UKAC
5 May 1800-1855 144MHz
FMAC
5 May 1800-1855 144MHz
MGMAC

VHF
9 Apr 1800-1855 50MHz
MGMAC
9 Apr 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC
12 Apr 0900-1200 First 50MHz
14 Apr 1800-1855 432MHz
FMAC
14 Apr 1900-2130 432MHzUKAC

HF

16 Apr 1900-2130 70MHz UKAC

15 Apr 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
23 Apr 1900-2030 80m CC
DATA
27 Apr 1900-2030 RSGB FT4
Contest
4 May 1900-2030 80m CC SSB

18-19 Apr. 1400-1400 1st MGM
21 Apr 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
28 Apr 1830-2130 SHF UKAC
2 May 1400-2200 432MHz
Trophy
2 May 1400-2200 10GHz Trophy

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ

Colin, M6NCU
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month at St
Peters Church Hall, St Peters
Road,
off
The
Causeway
Braintree. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8.00pm to
10pm.

attachment, normally during the
first week of the month. Where
members do not have access to e
mail, they should discuss
alternatives with the Secretary.

Membership is £18.00 annually;
Senior Members (State Retirement
Age) and Junior members , under
18 pay £12.00. A door fee of £1.00
is also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

month and will use
145.375MHz starting
local time.
Where the month has
the 5th Tuesday net

The Club Net operates on 2 meters
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
V30 (S15)
at 20.00hrs
5 Tuesdays

will be on
GB3BZ
Input
438.450MHz
Output 430.850MHz
CTCSS
110.9

BARSCOM the clubs magazine is
sent to members as an e mail

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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