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M

onday April 6th, being a
Bank Holiday, was a
more informal meeting.
We held a "table top" sale/natter
night. The remainder of the Rally
stock was on sale plus donated
gear, sales of which were all for
club funds. There was also a
selection of "gear" on sale as
commission sales. The result of the
sale was a boost for club funds of
£37.10.
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Meeting Reports
Tony, GØIAG
Cont.d P4

Special Notice Re:
AGM
The current Committee will step
down at the AGM and Tony, John
and Edwin have stated that they
will not be seeking re-election this
year.
If you are considering one of these
posts, but need to know what it
entails, contact the current post
holder for more information.
2
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W

e are now coming to the
end of my year as
Chairman, (stifle the
cheers) and 3 years as Publicity
Secretary,
the
two
posts
amalgamated in this last year. I have
enjoyed being on the committee and
being active within the "club".
Some have said that I have been a
bit too radical but my aims have
always to promote the hobby and
BARS.

During the evening there was
discussion about the 40th
anniversary celebrations and other
coming events. This discussion also
included an announcement by Tony
that the future of the Special Event
GBØCVR was in doubt. This is
because the site owner has given
Colne Valley Railway Preservation
Society notice to quit the site by the
end of 2015. We await further
information on this matter.

Chairman’s Chat

T

he meeting of Monday 20th
April was a rig clinic and
equipment testing evening.
Once again Dave GØDEC brought
along his test equipment and set too
with fault diagnosing and rig
testing. Edwin, Melvin, Howard and
I were amongst those who took
advantage of Dave's expertise.

Tony, GØIAG
But now Ann has retired we have
decided to move to EYE
Cambridgeshire to embark on a new
stage in our lives. the new QTH has
room for lots of aerials so I am
confident that radio contact with
some of you will be maintained. We
will also remain as BARS members
and will come to some meetings and
events.

Apart from the Rig Clinic activities,
there was general discussion about
the forthcoming AGM, with some
active lobbying by me, and others,
to see who would be willing to join
the new Committee.

With the coming AGM there will
also come a new committee. I hope
you will support the as you have
supported the current committee. I
also hope that the new and future
committee's will continue to
promote the hobby and BARS as I
have done.

Of course with the 40th anniversary
approaching we also spent some
time discussing that subject.
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Finally, We have a great asset,
BARSCOM. This is the organ of
the club and its members and a
great promotional journal. Support
it and help the Editor to keep it
going. Send him report and photos
of your projects and ideas, whether
they be technical or not. A full
BARSCOM creates
interest
wherever it's read. Watch out for
reports from the edge of the Fens.
73s all.
Tony GØIAG. and Ann (of course).

Continuing Dave’s experiences on
160m

rally. He eventually said that he was
in Indian country and being attacked
by redskins. Then over the air came
a series of loud explosions, very like
gun-fire, to make what he said quite
realistic. Len then went off the air.
Eventually, when we met up at the
rally, it transpired that the explosions
were created by Len turning the
ignition off and on several times,
creating massive back-fires in the
exhaust. Unfortunately, this also had
the effect of blowing his silencer
system to pieces, leaving it on the
road, and Len with a rather noisy car.
Len was not very pleased!

DF hunts on Top
Band were fairly
Odd Happenings On Top Band - III common - the
furthest away from
Dave, G3PEN
Essex that I took part
in was at Bridlington,
allies were a highlight of the as part of a rally, when G3PED took
several of us up for the weekend,
time, with numerous venues
throughout the summer. The staying with a local amateur that he
local favourite in mid-Essex was the knew. We found that the area round
Harlow Rally, held in a field and hut Bridlington was most peculiar, RFwise, with signals fading rapidly
in the wilds of the Essex Hundreds.
Even finding it was an adventure, but over very short distances travelled,
and swinging bearings when trying
talk-in was run on Top Band, and
helped many a lost amateur. The to DF a station from several points.
outstanding memory I have of one We didn't win the DF contest, but
Len did get a prize for the greatest
visit was of listening and chatting to
distance travelled by an attendee to
Len, G3PED (both of us /M), who
was trying to find his way to the the rally.
Cont.d P7
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W

ell there was trouble
brewing on the Frontier,
and so “A” flight was
left at Lahore, and my flight were
ordered to Quetta. A certain number
of aero fitters and riggers were
detailed to fly with the pilots. I wish
I could remember all the landing
grounds, as we could only take
enough petrol on board for 3 hours.

Memories of WW1 - Part
Life at Quetta Base

height we wanted. The heat was
terrible. I was in flying kit that time,
the next time just shorts and shirt.
My old BE2E stood it well, and I
was with a good pilot. We arrived
at Sibi the last stop before going
over and through the hills to Quetta.
We had to do a lot of climbing over
Sibi to get the height we wanted,
however we made it and landed
3 on a very small landing ground
at Quetta.
We took over the native police
barracks – all mud buildings. A
lot of it made from oxen dung
baked hard in the sun, but still we
were comfortable. We had to do
quite a bit of work on our planes
after the long flight to get ready for
the trouble on the Frontier.

Edwin, GØLPO
The advance party had been before
us and made the white circle on the
ground and the wind marker, always
near a station on the railway line so
that the petrol was there for us. I
know I used to take a funnel and a
piece of shammy leather with me so
if there was any water in the petrol
the leather would stop it getting into
the tank, also sand.

We had to fix a piece of plate down
the side of the pilots seat (outside)
and fix a Lewis gun on to it and I
can tell you it was rather primitive
those days. We aero fitters were
used as observers quite a lot. I know
I went on patrol on the Frontier in
my machine a good many times, It
was always in our minds to keep the
last bullet in your revolver for
yourself, rather than fall into the
hands of the Afghans.

Most of the route was over the
desert, we were on strange ground,
we landed at a place called Reti
where we stayed the night and then
on to Jacobabad. We lost one plane
so far on this first journey to Quetta.
After Jacobabad we had a awful job
getting off the ground and up to the
6
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room. I was charged with neglect of
duty in not inserting the pole
correctly, I was asked “what do you
have to say”. My reply was “Would
you ask the Sgt who put the pole
in”. He did not know what to say.
Any rate the charge was dismissed.
I understand the pilot afterwards
said it was his fault.

I remember working on my engine
together with the rigger and an NCO
in attendance, also the pilot was in
the hanger as well. We had a special
flight planned for early the next
morning.

We were not popular with the army
personnel. Take church parades…
We would be taken up to the
church in a Crossley tender or
Leyland lorry, then fall-in opposite
the church, where they used to have
to march up.
The hanger had got two poles in
front to allow the covering to come
down in front of the hanger, and
when you wanted to take the plane
out you removed the poles. After we
had completed the work we started
putting things tidy, the pilot helping,
he put the two poles in the sockets
and the Sgt pulled the front canvas
down and away we went to the
barracks for the night. The next
morning when we went to get the
plane out we found that one of the
poles had fallen out of the socket
and smashed the wing of the plane.
You can guess the air was a bit
unhealthy as far as words were
concerned. However I was put on a
charge, marched to the orderly

It was said that the local natives in
their shops put up the prices because
the RFC were paid more than the
Army.
Part 4 next month - Ed

If you should get the impression that
the occupants of Top Band in those
days were slightly mad, you would
be totally correct - there were many
other strange goings-on, especially
in the late evenings, and many were
probably not legal. However, it was
a great band, and a wonderful
experience, which I shall treasure for
ever.
7
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T

as far as I remember. was not all
that long His favourite after dark
demonstration of radiated power
was to switch on the 10 Watt
mobile AM TX on top band to give
a steady carrier and stand back
about 8 ft away holding a 6 ft
fluorescent tube by one end and
illuminating everyone standing
around. It was bright enough to
read by.

he article from David Penny
recalled
some
happy
memories of Ernie G3ERN.
My wife and I lived in Harlow New
Town from 1958 to 1968 and I
joined the local club before I had
my licence. The club house was a
large shed behind the sweet shop
that was run by Ernie in Old Harlow
high street. There was plenty of
room for everyone in the main body
of the shed and the far end was semi
closed-off and used for operating
which was nicely away from all the
usual chatter.

It was during this period at Harlow
that I managed to get my Morse test
and licence in 1964 having passed
the RAE in 1949 and, as soon as I
announced my suffix, a bright
young carpenter immediately
announced
Tongue and Groove
Boarding.

Feedback
Brian, G3TGB

Another young lad, a SWL, arrived
one evening and asked "what would
be the best antenna to put up??".
When asked how big was his
garden he replied "I live on a farm".
SO, what would you recommend ??

All the equipment was either ex-gov
or home built and Ernie made a
simple transistor CW TX of very
low power (possibly only a BC 109)
and with his ability at CW and his
knowledge of what makes a good
antenna he had regular contacts as
far as Birmingham. The seating in
the operating area was boxes to the
appropriate height covered with old
carpet and blankets and possibly
pillows. Getting back to David’s
reference regarding Ernie's mobile
set-up, yes it was a long, long coil
on top of his vehicle, not very large
diameter, and the whip at the end,
8
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Contests

Times are UTC except *
VHF/UHF

HF

May
2-3 1400-1400 May 432MHz248GHz Contest
2 1400-2200 432MHz Trophy
2 1400-2200 10GHz Trophy
5 2000-2230* 144MHz UKAC
10 0900-1200 70MHz CW VHF
Post Codes and Countries (M1)
12 2000-2230* 432MHz UKAC
16-17 1400-1400 144MHz VHF
Post Codes and Countries (M1)
17 1100-1500 1st 144MHz
Backpackers Post Codes,
Countries and Locators (M3)
19 2000-2230* 1.3GHz UKAC
24 1400-1600 70MHz
Cumulatives #3
26 2000-2230* SHF UKAC
50MHz UKAC

May
4 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
13 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
21 1900-2030 80m CC CW
June
1 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
6-7 1500-1500 NFD
10 1900-2030 80m CC CW
18 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
July
6 1900-2030 80m CC CW
15 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
19 0900-1600 Low Power Contest
23 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
25-26 1200-1200 IOTA Contest
Aug
2 0700-0830 RoPoCo CW HF
12 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW
27 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB
Sep
5-6 1300-1300 SSB Field Day
9 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB
24 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW

June
2 2000-2230* 144MHz UKAC
9 2000-2230* 432MHz UKAC
14 0900-1300 2nd 144MHz
Backpackers
16 2000-2230* 1.3GHz UKAC
20-21 1400-1400 50MHz Trophy
23 2000-2230* SHF UKAC
50MHz UKAC
28 0900-1200 50MHz Contest CW
28 1400-1600 70MHz Cumulatives
30 2000-2230* 70MHz UKAC
9
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M

the Museum, took our names and
telephoned the guard room. We
were asked to park at the guard
room and proceed inside where we
would be screened and issued with
temporary passes.

y IWM and DRS duties
at Duxford has prompted
me to explore in greater
depth some of the background to
military communications. One of
my colleagues at Duxford had
frequently visited the Royal Signals
Museum and suggested this was a
good place to start.

Royal Signals Museum - I
Edwin, GØLPO

The procedure took about 5 minutes
and left us with temporary passes
with photos and a car pass;
directions were given to the
Museum car park, which were clear
and precise.
Upon entering the museum we
were impressed at the attention to
detail, with every effort made by
staff to maximise the experience for
visitors.

The Museum is located in
Blandford, Dorset and is still an
operational and training base for the
Royal Signals.
As a keen
‘caravaner’ I saw the opportunity to
combine a holiday in the new forest
with a leisurely day visit to
Blandford. When raised with the
XYL there was no objection, indeed
her response was to ask if we could
also visit the Army Air Core at
Middle Wallop.

The mission statement for the
Museum states:
“The Royal Signals Museum
depicts the history of The Royal
Corps of Signals and the science
and technology of military
communications, from the Crimea
to the Gulf War.”

Having setup camp in the new
forest, we made our way to
Blandford and immediately realised
this was going to be something
special.

Now for a brief run through the time
line.
Signalling has been used by armies
from the very start of warfare, from
the earliest times, Greek runners, to
beacons between Plymouth-London
warning of the armada in 1588.

On arrival you are met at the gate
by a fully armed guard who having
ascertained that we wanted to visit
10
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wireless telegraph company’s were
formed based on Marconi’s work.

The Admiralty adopted a visual
telegraph system in 1796. This
system remained in use until the
introduction of the electric telegraph
service. By 1837 the single needle
telegraph were used to send
messages over wire. Samuel Morse
created a code which was used by
this system. The era of modern
communications had arrived.

The first
world war
1914-1918
– At the
outbreak of
war there
were fewer
than 6,000
men in the
R o y a l
Engineer
Signal Service. By the end of the
war there were 70,000. In 1914
communication was mainly by
telegraphic services, however by
1918 the voice telephone was
considered the first choice, and was
used as a major player on the
Western Front. The 500-mile
Western Front caused considerable
communication problems, being
vulnerable to damage from shall
fire. Some cables were buried in
trenches 6 ft deep.

The Crimean War 1854 – 1856 saw
the first use of the electric telegraph
in a theatre of war with the laying
of a 340 mile submarine cable
between Varna and Balaclava, when
linked into the overland telegraph it
gave direct access from London and
Paris to the battle front.
The Zulu
war 1879
– saw the
first issue
of
the
Heliogr
aph, which
allowed
Morse to
be sent by light. The heliograph last
recorded use by the army was 1941.

The heliograph, flags and pigeons,
were used by both sides. Wireless
was used but was intercepted by the
enemy. Dispatch riders using bikes
and motorcycles were used
extensively as they were able to
traverse routes unsuitable for other
forms of transport.

Following Alexander Graham Bells
invention of the telephone in 1876,
the telegraph was developed and
became the main form of
communication. From 1907 the first

To be concluded next month -Ed
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Rallies

34th LOUGH ERNE AMATEUR
RADIO CLUB ANNUAL RALLY
– 028 6862 1436, mi5mtc@learc.eu.
[www.learc.eu]

3 MAY
SCOTTISH HIGHLAND RADIO
RALLY – Roy, GM4VKI,
01563 850 976,
rkavampsev@btinternet.com.

15-17 MAY
DAYTON HAMVENTION® –
Hara Arena, Dayton, Ohio, USA.
[www.hamvention.org].

DAMBUSTERS HAMFEST –
Thorpe Camp Visitor Centre,
Coningsby, Lincs LN4 4PE. TI S22,
GB3FR, £3, RAF heritage centre on
site. Overnight camping by
appointment. C, OT 10am. Mainly
an outdoor rally but some limited
space is available indoors. Contact
tony.nightingale@yahoo.co.uk.
[www.thorpecamp.org].

17 MAY
32nd DUNSTABLE DOWNS RC
NATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO
CAR BOOT SALE – Stockwood
Park, Luton. All usual facilities.
[www.ddrcbootsale.org].
WESTON RADIO RALLY – Old
Pumping Station, Westonzoyland,
Somerset. Mike, MØVLN
01278 786684,
mjones129@btinternet.com
[www.wsmamateurradio.club]

4 MAY (Bank holiday Monday)
DARTMOOR RADIO RALLY –
Tavistock College, Crowndale Road,
Tavistock, Devon. PL19 8DD. OT
10.15/10.30, £2, Free CP, No TI, TS,
B&B, SIG, C, DF. Roger Hann,
2E0RPH,
01822
852
871,
2E0RPH@gmail.com.

23 MAY
ROCHDALE &DARS SUMMER
FLEA MARKET INDOOR SALE –
Dave, GØPUD 0161 285 1600,
dave.shaw1@sky.com
[www.radars.me.uk]

10 MAY
BRITISH VINTAGE WIRELESS
SOCIETY NATIONAL VINTAGE
COMMUNICATIONS FAIR –
Warwickshire Exhibition Centre,
The Fosse, Fosse Way, Leamington
Spa, Warwickshire, CV31 1XN.

31 MAY
BLACK COUNTRY RADIO
RALLY – West Midlands.
Martin, radio-circle@live.co.uk
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Club Net - 08.00 pm local time
2 Meters (S15) (145.375 MHz)

Club Meetings and Nets
May
4 Mills planning, / Natter night
9-10 Mills Activity Weekend
11 Club Net
18 AGM
23-24 40th Anniversary Special
Event Station Activity
25 Club Net
June
1 Construction Contest
8 Club Net
15 DF hunt
22 Club Net
25 Visit to Bletchley Park
29 Club Net
July
6 BBQ
13 Club Net
20 Aerial clinic
27 Club Net
August
3 TBA
10 Club Net
17 TBA
24 Club Net
31 Club Net

7
14
21
28
5
12
19
26
2
9
16
23
30
7
14
21
28

September
Understanding Propagation
RSGB/GØLPO
Club Net
Railway on the Air planning /
‘Tx factor’
Club Net
October
JOTA planning / ‘Tx factor’
Club Net
Surplus equipment sale
Club Net
November
TBA
Club Net
TBA
Club Net
Club Net
December
Christmas party with food
and entertainment
Club Net
TBA
Club Net

Submission Deadline Change
Due to printing difficulties the deadline for submissions
has been brought forward to the 25th of the month - Ed
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BADARS e-mail directory
This has been removed at the request of the committee.

OPERATORS REQUIRED.
The 40th anniversary Special Event station taking place on 23rd/24th
May, coincides with a RAYNET event. As a result we need extra help
with operating, logging and talking to the public. Please make an effort
to help the club at this Very special event.
Tony.

BLETCHLEY PARK TRIP. 25th June.
The pick up points for the trip are as follows:8.30 am. FlagFinders depot Coggeshall road, Braintree. NO car
parking.
8.45am Edwin's QTH Panfield Lane, Braintree. LIMITED parking
available.

Committee

Chairman:
Tony King GØIAG

01376 330853

07972 850232

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
John

M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Treasurer:
Edwin GØLPO 01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane CM7 2TL

Ordinary Members:
Dave
Geoff

GØDEC 01376 321619
G1WRH 01376 323223

07745 569564
14
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
deadline for copy is the 28th of each
month. Members may sell or
exchange equipment etc. before the
start of each meeting, during the
tea/coffee break and may advertise
in BARSCOM free of charge.

The club meets every 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month at Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8 pm to 10 pm.
Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

Some members have had problems
with UHF and BZ access, and as a
result the Club Net will now
operate on 2 metres only. This
should make it easier for all
members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 2nd, 4th,
and 5th Mondays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate). The usual

The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 25th of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
BARSCOM Editor (Ian, G8MKN)) © BADARS 2015
15
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Due to massive expansion we have now moved, lock stock & barrel, to Staines.
Come and visit our new Superstore at Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP.
CONTACT US
Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Wessex House, Drake
Avenue
Staines, Middlesex TW18
2AP

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599

FRIENDLY HELPFUL
ADVICE
We pride ourselves on our
customer service. We
believe
that it has been instrumental
in making us the number

SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING
Shopping online with ML&S is
safe
and secure. E&OE

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

The Only Way is Wessex

S

o we’ve moved. After ten years in Chertsey
we were bursting at the seams and couldn’t
get any more stock inside if we tried. Ditto
staff. Bar “ bunk-desks” (if there is such a thing),
there was nowhere for anyone else to go. Worse
than that, they are knocking
the building down later this year!
This is our 25th year of serving Radio Hams
throughout the world. It’s thanks to all the continual
support we get from loyal customers that we’ve
grown to be probably the largest dedicated Ham
Radio store in Europe – literally.
Tapping this out from my new little ofﬁce (I’ve got
used to having the smallest ofﬁce in the building
over the years), I can still hear tradesmen banging
away, still painting, electricians still wiring and even
plumbers ﬁnishing off in our new Superstore.
All the stock is ﬁnally at our new “home” here in
Staines upon Thames and whilst the tradesman aren’t
quite ﬁnished, they certainly should be by the time
you read this. Mail order is working at 100% and we
are still ﬁlling up our massive showroom. It’s been an
unbelievably hard slog, think of moving house then
magnify it at least ten times. Will I be moving again? I
very much doubt it.
So a BIG thank you to all my customers and suppliers
far and wide for helping to get ML&S this far. We are
certainly looking forward to the next 25 years. I’ll be in
my eighties by then so you might not see me quite as
often as you do now! Do pop in and see us and say
hello, remember we are just across the road from the
mainline Staines railway and Junction 13 of the M25.
Best 73
Martin G4HKS & the team.
Finally, thanks to all my staff for helping with the
move, setting up all over again and working through
general mayhem throughout the exercise. What a
team! If you want to join us as a part timer and live
locally, pop in for an informal chat.

The UK’s Biggest Ham Radio Dealer
Has Moved and is OPEN for Business
ML&S Mobile site now live! Just click www.hamradio.co.uk/mobile from any mobile

