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Thought for the
month

Chairman’s Chat
John, M5AJB

"People are like stained glass
windows. They sparkle and shine
when the sun is out but, when
darkness sets in, their true beauty
is revealed only if there is light
within".

It was very satisfying to see so
many people turn out for the
AGM, well done to all who
attended. Our next meeting, 12th
June, we have a talk and
presentation form the Essex and
Herts Air Ambulance. It would be
great to see another good turn out
to support them and buy some of
their goodies. A great charity and
one I can be thankful for. Looking
ahead July 10th is our club

Next Meeting

construction contest, I hope you
have finished the winter projects
and look forward to some good
entries. Remember they don't have
to be radio related. June 26th is our
club BBQ, lets hope the weather
will be kind to us.The committee
are thinking about the evening
meetings for 2019, if you would
like to hear a talk on a particular
subject, get in touch with the
committee. If you could give a talk
on a particular subject, that would
be great.

Contents
Chairman’s Chat ……………
2
Meeting Report……………… 4
Stealth Antennas in the Windmill
Tower ………………..………. 8
Report of the AGM 2018…… 10
Club Calendar ..……….……. 12
Rallies ..…………..…………. 13
Contests...……………..……. 14
Committee Info ……..…….…. 14
Club Info …………………… 15

Well that’s all for this month.
Best 73’s John M5AJB
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tuner, managed to hear a Stateside
station.

Meeting Reports
Geoff G1WRH

QRP EVENING
We held an evening of QRP
activity one of the purposes of
which was to share information
about the transceivers and antenna
used. Members brought along a
selection of equipment and
attempted to operate on a variety
of modes. Edwin operated data
mode FT8 with club’s latest
addition of a Kenwood TS590
through an external using software
WSJT-XV v1.8.0 by K1JT, and
Grid Tracker 2018 by Stephen
Lumis N0TTL. The furthest
received station was from the
Asian continent on 7.074

On display were Melvin’s
combination of an FT817ND
coupled with LDG autotuner,
Mike’s MKARS80, a selection of
built kits including the Pixie 40M
and Frog Sounds transceivers and a
four bander kit built by Dean.

Edwin’s versatile and portable
Super Antenna was also set up.
Peter, working from his car using

Dave operating PSK mode with
his IC703 coupled to a WELZ
4
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his Elecraft KX3, panadapter and
key (mounted on a knee tray of his
own preference) contacted two
FOC (CW First class Operator’s
Club) stations GB80FOC and
DL80FOC. The antenna in this
case was a mag mounted hustler
with two vertical sections topped
by a loading coil and whip, the
whole thing being earth bonded to
his car.

hospitable with their tea and
cakes. In a diversion from HF and
2m only, this year saw the addition
of FT8 using WSJT-X software
through a Kenwood TS5909 via a
multi band dipole, along with
DMR through a Motorola
DM4600 through our local
repeater GB7HA.

Twenty-five stations were worked
on FT8 over nine countries across
Europe, and forty U. K. Wide on
DMR. Thirty stations were
worked on HF including after
much perseverance by Dave
GB1LL on the Island of Hoy and
also a handful on VHF including
hearing only satellite Oscar 7 in a
very brief pass. Around eighty
members of the public passed
through the mill, many of whom
showed interest in our station.
Andrew, who is studying for his
foundation and intermediate
exams at Chelmsford took the

Dean also made successful CW
contact with a Bulgarian station
from his car using his FT100.
The 18 members present took
great interest in others activities
and much useful knowledge was
shared.
MILLS ON THE AIR
The trustees of Alderford
Watermill welcomed Braintree
and District ARS to set up
GB2AWM in their working mill
over the weekend, and were most
5
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DM4600 Transceiver) and Geoff
(PSU for DMR) for the loan of
equipment.

time out to find us and spent a
couple of hours with us on the
Saturday. Good luck Andrew!
Fish and chips were enjoyed by
those present at lunchtime.

In all twenty mills stations were
worked, including Howard from
his new (mill) home QTH
operating as GB6GEM and we
thank Denby Dale ARS for
organising the event.

In digital mode 84 stations were
called, and 23 were worked;
Netherlands
Italy
European Russia
Hungary
Slovakia
Croatia
Germany
Spain
Poland

1
7
3
3
3
1
1
2
2

On DMR, 40 stations were
worked, using a 70 cm beam.
Initially this was orientated
horizontally, but subsequently this
was corrected to vertically, but no
apparent improvement was noted.
On the open day DMR
transmissions were temporarily
ceased when visitors ascended to
the floor level where the antenna
was mounted.
Thanks to members present Colin
J, Dave, Edwin, Geoff M, John,
Melvin, Mike, Neville and Owen,
with special thanks to Edwin
(laptops, etc), Melvin (70cm
antenna)
Owen
(Motorola

Next Month
What
items
contribute???

can

you

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.
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Stealth Antennas in
the Windmill Tower
Howard, G6LXK

Because this is located at 45’ feet
above ground level it works
extremely well. The top floor will
be the book room with reclining
chairs. You would be able to spot
any white vertical stick antennas
quite easily. What if I could make
them disappear? What if the white
sticks could be made to change
colour to blend in? Painting them
seems a little permanent, so I
Iooked into heat shrink sleeving
for the various diameters needed.
I found someone on Ebay who
sold cut lengths of brown colour,
various sizes, to trial this idea
before I sold it to the station
manager. I found my old heat gun
in the shed and used it to shrink it
over the rods until they were on
tightly. As you can see from the
photos they will blend in very
nicely. I can put a vertical in each
corner of the beam frame, running
the cables along the top of the
beams and down the cable
trunking.

I now live in a windmill. The radio
shack is located on the first floor.
As the victorian brick tower is
grade II listed I am not allowed to
fix aerials to the outside of it. It
was my initial plan to pass the
various cables through holes in the
the 60cm thick brick wall, tunnel
across the garden to a position at
the edge of the property for a 25’
mast. Quite a long cable distance
and creating a lot of disturbance!
In the end I made the HF antenna
use a cable going out of an
existing hole running down to a
9:1 balun on a ground peg next to
the brickwork (hidden under a
flowerpot) with an inverted L
antenna. This was made from 132’
of hard-drawn copper wire (thanks
to Edwin) hoisted up to a small
hook at the tower’s top and out to
the trees. For VHF in the short
term I positioned a 2m vertical
antenna in the rafters of the
wooden cap, which is above the
circular brick wall.
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The station manager is quite
happy with this compromise. So I
will have 2m X50N vertical, 2 x
D777 vertical for airbands, 1 x
J-Pole vertical for marine band
156MHz one in each corner.
I can also have 4m, 6m or 10m

vertical whip antenna, using a
magnetic mount stuck on the top of
the windmill’s vertical driveshaft.
It is possible I could swing a beam
inside the cap. Several people have
said I could also do radar...don’t
get me started!

Before

After

BADARS Club Library
We hold a collection of books and DVDs that feature electronic
construction, operation, the history of radio, shortwave listening and other
forms of technology to do with radio, including the ‘Secret’ work
carried-out by amateurs during the war years.
Most hires are 20p per session.
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Manager has been combined with
the Treasurer post.

REPORT OF THE AGM
OF
BRAINTREE AND
DISTRICT AMATEUR
RADIO SOCIETY

Chairman and Publicity overview for the year
The 2017 – 2018 year has been a
very successful year for the club.
We are now well established in our
new home here at the church hall.
The meetings have been well attended, with a good selection of
different topics. Outside events
have gone well, Mills on the air,
Summer camp, Railways on the air
and Jota. I would like to thank the
committee for all their hard work,
also Mike for taking on the editors
position. I know he would like
more input from members, so
please try to send in some articles.
Thanks to Colin for keeping the
web site up to date, and to Howard
for looking after our library. Finally I hope the club continues to
progress in the 2018 – 2019 year.

HELD ON THE 22nd MAY
2018
Edwin G0LPO
The meeting commenced at 8:00
pm with twenty two members in
attendance.
General Data Protection Regulations (2018)
Neville G8CDG has produced a
data protection policy which has
been circulated to members via e
mail. The policy is required to
meet the “General Data Protection
Regulations (2018)”.

Awards.

To ensure that personal data is not
misused. Two additional responsibilities lie within the committee. A
data processor and a data manager.
Data processor has been combined
with the Secretary post and Data

The Harold King Shield.
This award is given in recognition
of the articles placed in Barscom
over the past year.
This year it is awarded to Geoff
G1WRH for his continuous supply
of reports and articles to Barscom.
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The Founders shield.
This award is given to the member
who has made a considerable contribution to the club.
This year it is awarded to Edwin
G0LPO for all the assistance given
to the club and members. E.g.
Presentations, TX factor, Maintaining a supply of refreshments,
including the Sausage and Mash.

Treasurer / Data manager
Neville G8CDG offered to stand
for another year. Proposed by Geoff Nurse G1GNQ seconded by
Dave G0DEC
NonPost Members
Melvin G0EMK agreed to stay in
post Proposed Neville G8CDG
and seconded by Paul M6PAX
Colin M6NCU had offered to
stand and it was agreed that he
joined the committee to advise on
digital / data matters. Proposed by
Edwin G0LPO and seconded by
John M5AJB.
Publicity Geoff G1WRH agreed
to stay in post and continue supporting publicity. Proposed Colin
M6NCU seconded Dave G0DEC.
Editor
Mike G8DJO agreed to continue
as editor. Proposed by Ian
G8MKN
seconded
Martin
M0FAQ.
Library
Although not present it was agreed
the Howard be asked to continue
in this role. G0LPO to follow this
up Proposed Brian G3TGB seconded by Dave G0DEC.
Web Master
Colin M6NCU agreed to continue.
Proposed Neville G8CDG Seconded John White G6LJF.

Election of officers.
Chaired by the Secretary
Chairman / Publicity
There were no nominations for this
post, John M5AJB had agreed to
restand if this was the case.
Geoff Nurse proposed that John
M5AJB be appointed seconded by
Colin G3UGG.
Secretary
(Membership/Data
Processing)
Edwin G0LPO offered to stand
for another year. Proposed John
M5AJB and seconded by John
White G6LJF.

Meeting closed at 8:51 pm
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Jan 9th 2018
Ch
an night and TXF16
Natter
g

N.

Jul 10th
Construction Contest

B.

e
Jan
2018 d Su
mm
PAT / PAC Testing
Oc
e / Prep for
t 2 Canvey Rally r Ca
3 rd
mp
&
Da
Feb 13th &
2018
No
tes
v
TX
Factor
17
co
13 th
n
f
Feb 27th 2018irm Pr
ed og
ram
Datamodes
Demos
PSK,SSTV,Logging me
23rd

Jul 24th
Aerial Clinic
Aug 14th
Ridgewell Airfield meeting
Aug 25th-27th
Summer camp
Aug 28th
Natter Night TX Factor 18
Sep 11th
Railways on the Air Planning
Sept 25th
Natter Night
21st-23rd Sept
ROTA
Oct 9th
JOTA Planning
Oct 23rd
TX Factor 19
19th-21st

Mar 13th 2018
Rig Clinic, club equipment
checking for 2018 events
Mar 27th 2018
Dgital voice - G6WPJ
Apr 10th 2018
Talk/presentation from Essex
Fire and Rescue
Apr 24th 2018
Sausage and mash supper
May 8th
QRP Operating Evening/mota
update
May 11,12,13th
Mills on the Air
May 22nd
The AGM
Jun 12th
Air Ambulance Talk/
presentation
Jun 26th
Club BBQ

JOTA
Nov 13th
TX Factor 20
Nov 27th
Surplus Equipment sale
Dec 11th
Christmas social
Dec 25th
Maybe a natter night
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Rallies
17 JUNE 2018 (NEW DATE)

7 JULY 2018

15th WEST OF ENGLAND RADIO
RALLY

STOCKPORT RS RALLY
Walthew House, 112 Shaw Heath,
Stockport SK2 6SQ

Cheese & Grain venue, Market Yard,
Bridge St, Frome, Somerset BA11
1BE.

Contact Nigel Roscoe, G0RXA on
0750 690 4422 or by email to
info@g8srs.co.uk.

Details from Shaun G8VPG, tel.
01225 873 098
rallymanager@westrally.org.uk
www.westrally.org.uk

7 JULY 2018
BANGOR & DISTRICT ARS
ANNUAL RALLY

24 JUNE 2018 (NEW DATE)

Donaghadee Community Centre,
Parade, Donaghadee BT21 0HB
(100m from harbour).

31st NEWBURY RADIO RALLY
Newbury Showground, next to Jcn 13
of M4, Berkshire.

Harry, GI4JTF, 02890 422 762
[www.bdars.com].

Contact: email:
NewburyRally@nadars.org.uk
[www.nadars.org.uk]

15 JULY 2018
CORNISH RADIO AMATEUR
CLUB RALLY

1 JULY 2018
Barford Norfolk Radio Rally

Penair School, Truro, Cornwall, TR1
1TN

Barford Village Hall & Green,
Barford, Norwich NR9 4AB

Contact Mike, G1NRF on 01209 211
069, mike.g1nrf@hotmail.com for
more information

Contact
radio@dcpmicro.com[www.norfolkam
ateurradio.org]

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
VHF

HF

Sat 16-Sun 17 Jun. 1400-1400
50MHz Trophy Contest
VHF Championship

Wed 13 Jun. 1900-2030
80m CC CW
Thu 28 Jun. 1900-2030
80m CC SSB

24/06/18
1400-1600
70MHz Cumulatives #4

Mon 2 Jul.
1900-2030
80m CC CW

24/06/18
0900-1200
50MHz Contest CW
VHF CW Championship
Sat 7-Sun 8 Jul.
VHF NFD

Wed 11 Jul. 1900-2030
80m CC SSB

1400-1400*
Sun 22 Jul.
0900-1600
Low Power Contest
HF Championship

08/07/18
1100-1500
3rd 144MHz Backpackers

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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