BARSCOM
G3XG
DUNMOW

STEBBING

NOTLEY

GX3XG
RAYNE

WITHAM

G6BRH

HALSTEAD

BRAINTREE

COLCHESTER

COGGESHALL

Monthly Communication of the
Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society

Celebrating 40
Glorious Years

July
2015

...4

July 2015

Club Meetings and Nets
Contents

UPDATED

40 Years Special Event

July
6
13
20
27

3
10
17
24
31

BBQ
Club Net
Aerial clinic
TX factor and natter night
August
HF operating evening
Club Net
Talk by GØIAG on signalling
lamps used in WW1-2
Club Net
Club Net

28

September
Understanding Propagation
RSGB/GØLPO
Club Net
Railway on the Air planning/
‘Tx factor’
Club Net

5
12
19
26

October
JOTA planning /‘Tx factor’
Club Net
Surplus equipment sale
Club Net

7
14
21

Cover

Club Meetings and Nets

2

Special Event Station Report

4

WW I Memories

5

Meeting Reports

7

Contests

8

Rallies

9

Notices

10

Committee Info

10

Club Info

11

2
9
16
23
30

November
Construction evening and natter
night
Club Net
TX factor evening and natter
night
Club Net
Club Net

December
Christmas party with food
and entertainment
14 Club Net
21 Christmas natter night
28 Club Net
7

Club Net - 08.00 pm local time
2 Meters (S15) (145.375 MHz)

2

1

July 2015

O

hence the number of contacts. 15
club members turned up during
Saturday but a lot less on Sunday
due to an overnight RAYNET event
which pulled quite a few members
away.

n Thursday 22nd May we
met up at Rayne Scout Hall
to set up for the weekend of
radio. We used the club's box trailer
with the newly refurbished Clarke
pump up mast attatched. The mast
supported the HF dipole, a 2 metre
rotatable beam topped by a 2/70
co-linear. Radios were the club's
IC746 and FT 897, with a morse
testing station, maps and Edwin's
laptop set up on the other side of the
hall.

40th Anniversary Special
Event station - GB4OAY

The hall was a very good location
for our event, with every thing we
need for the comfort of the inner
man close to hand. This mainly
refers to the adjacent Rayne railway
station Cafe. We were looked after
by them very well with their "Bacon
Butty" delivery service plus their
excellent tea and cake. Also a fully
stocked in-house kitchen was useful.

Tony, GØIAG

We operated both stations over 2
days, 23rd and 24th May with
plenty of contacts, 101 on HF and
35 on VHF. the location was almost
interference free and geographically
suitable for VHF, a nice change to
some of our special event locations,

Edwin and Neville spent a lot of the
weekend discussing, planning and
then constructing on one of the
tables. Neville also brought along a
selection of his brilliant kits to show
the public and members. Now the
down side, where were the public?
I counted 8 in all, 2 of those were
the sons of Colin M6NCU and
4
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public did not appear. Apart from
that, it was a great weekend.

a very special and welcome visitor,
Peter West, one of the 4 founder
members of the Braintree club. The
promised Scouts never turned up
and despite local advertising, the

Add your own caption! - Ed.

I remember their used to be some when she opened it the silk shot up
into the air.
lovely Indian silk sold in the shops
and I thought I would buy some
and send it home to my
girlfriend in England. I had a Memories of WW1 - Part 5
good look round and got some
Life in Quetta
pieces together and was talking
Edwin, GØLPO
to one of the 21st Lancers who
was stationed at Quetta. He said
“let me buy that for you”. So off
we went and do you know, he Back to business, while we were at
bought it for half of what they had
Quetta there was some trouble with
asked me to pay – the reason, the the hill tribes and Lt Batling and I
shop owners called us “plenty piece were instructed to fly to Sibi then
Sahibs”. Well that silk when I got on to a landing ground in the hills,
home was made into a wedding
rather a hectic journey – mountains
dress and dresses for the on each side of us as we flew up the
valleys, no place for a forced
bridesmaids. My wife’s wedding
dress silk I sent home in a three landing. We flew in a BE2E. As
tablet soap box and my wife said
there was an extra petrol tank
5
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landing strip. I never knew why he
was there, I assume he was trying
to find out something through
careless talk amongst the natives at
the fort.

under the top wing which would
give us extra running time.
It appeared there had been trouble
with the natives coming out of their
hide outs and raiding the camel train
that was taking supplies to the
different Frontier forts but so far
they could not catch them.

Well one day the plane came over
and dropped the green flare and up
I jumped and ran out of the fort
gates to the landing strip. As I ran I
could hear the natives making awful
noises. I was told afterwards that my
shadow as I ran had gone over their
food, which cast a spell over it.
However I was pleased to leave that
place. The CO was picked up by a
plane, while I had a camel as my
transport. The Indian who was my
guide on his camel stopped as the
sun was setting, the camel went
down on his knees and mine
followed suit, nearly throwing me
off. I wondered what was wrong.
But it was alright, my guide had
stopped to say his prayers, praying
to Allah I expect, his nose touching
the ground. I shall never forget that
journey – on a camel in no-man’s
land. Just imagine it on a camel,
going along the rocky tracks with
just one Indian who could not talk
my language. I can tell you I was
very glad when I said farewell in
signs to my guide. However I
arrived a bit sore, at the airstrip at
Duki, and then on to Quetta by air.
I was supposed
Cont.d P7

Our job was to land and make out
we were in trouble, to stop the
engine. I had to get out and be
prepared to swing the prop. The idea
was to draw the tribes out of their
shelter in the hills and as soon as we
thought they were near enough I
was to start the engine by swinging
the prop and scramble into my seat
and away.
All the pilot and I hoped was that
they had not got good rifles.
However the plan worked - our
infantry had come up and hid in the
hills and ambushed them. On
another occasion our CO (by the
way, he won the George cross in the
last year) who could speak the lingo
was taken and left at a fort called
Gumbaz. Then a few days later I
was flown to join him at the fort.
My job was to service his plane
when it landed. The pilot used to
drop a green flare when he was
going to land and out of the fort I
used to go and meet the plane on the
6
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Construction Contest, June

Fox Hunt June 15th

1st

The annual Fox Hunt took place
with Melvin as the fox. Melvin
found his hiding place well before
the "hunters" left the club QTH and
gave his first transmission at 8pm
local time. Thereafter he gave
regular transmissions with ever
reducing power. He gave one or two
glaring clues as to his location but
despite this two of the four teams
were unable to find him. I will not
name them to spare them further
embarrassment, They know who
they are.

There were 6 entries in this years
contest. The entries were, a
component tester and 2 different 40
meter CW Transceivers from
Neville G8CDG, Mike G8DJO
entered 3 boards from a 10 meter
Transceiver. Howard G6LXK
entered a Lightning Detector and
Edwin GØLPO entered a new
design Morse Oscillator, called the
"did work earlier oscillator".
After judging, the result was
Howard's Lightning Detector by
one point. John M5AJB presented
the Trophy to Howard.

Howard G6LXK, accompanied by
Mike G8DJO and Neville G8CDG
were the first to find Melvin at
Penny pots. Second was Geoff
G1WRH accompanied by Jim
GØDCR. both teams found Melvin
fairly quickly. After the hunt was
called off, it was back to the club
house for tea and biscuits.

Meeting Reports
Tony, GØIAG
The rest of the evening was spent
looking at the construction project
kits that Neville has put together.
The idea being that the kits
including a voltmeter, component
tester, a medium wave radio, an
alarm clock, and others would be
used to encourage new members
and young people to become
involved in construction. The
members present were very
interested and several kits were
purchased on the night.

Memories of WW1
to have been mentioned in
dispatches for that trip, but nothing
came of it. It was not long after that
I was on my way back to Lahore as
there was trouble brewing up near
Tank, a location.
To be continued.
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Contests

Times marked with a * denote
times vary per band

VHF/UHF

HF

June
2 2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
9 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
14 0900-1300 2nd 144MHz
Backpackers
16 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
20-21 1400-1400 50MHz Trophy
23 2000-2230* SHF UKAC
50MHz UKAC
28 0900-1200 50MHz Contest CW
28 1400-1600 70MHz Cumulatives
30 2000-2230 70MHz UKAC

June
1 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
6-7 1500-1500 NFD
10 1900-2030 80m CC CW
18 1900-2030 80m CC SSB

July
4-5 1400-1400* VHF NFD
5 1100-1500 3rd 144MHz
Backpackers
7 2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
14 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
19 1000-1600 70MHz Trophy
21 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
28 2000-2230* SHF UKAC
50MHz UKAC

Aug
2 0700-0830 RoPoCo CW HF
12 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW
27 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB

July
6 1900-2030 80m CC CW
15 1900-2030 80m CC SSB
19 0900-1600 Low Power Contest
23 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
25-26 1200-1200 IOTA Contest

Sep
5-6 1300-1300 SSB Field Day
9 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB
24 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW

Aug
1 144MHz Low Power Contest
1 1300-1700 4th 144MHz
Backpackers
2 432MHz Low Power Contest
4 2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
9 70MHz Cumulatives #5
11 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC

Oct
4 0700-1900 21/28MHz Contest
HF Championship
14 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW
8
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14th JUNCTION 28 QRP RALLY
– Alfreton. 0115 930 7322,
adylawri@btinternet.com.
[www.snadarc.com].

Rallies
6 JUNE
SUSSEX ELECTRONICS &
RADIO FAIR (SERF 2015) –
Eastbourne, info@serf.org.uk
[www.serf.org.uk].

20 JUNE
SOUTH
LANCS
SUMMER
RALLY – Wigan. Jason, GØIZR
01942 735 828.
[www.slarc.co.uk/rally].

7 JUNE
CENTRAL SCOTLAND MINI
HAM RADIO CONVENTION –
Livingston. John, MMØJRR,
01506 437 908,
johnrayne@gmail.com.
~~
SPALDING & DARS ANNUAL
RALLY – The Sir John Gleed
Technology
School,
Halmer
Gardens, Spalding, Lincs PE11 2EF.
TI S22, free CP, OT 10am. TS, C,
CBS. John, G4NBR, 07946 302 815,
rally-secretary@sdars.org.uk.
[www.sdars.org.uk].

21 JUNE
28th NEWBURY RADIO RALLY
– Newbury Phill Morris, G6EES,
07771 504 738,
rally@nadars.org.uk.
[www.nadars.org.uk].
~~
BARNSLEY LAMFEST RADIO
RALLY – Claire Marsh, 01226 361
700, sales@hamradio-shop.com.
26 – 28 JUNE
HAMTRONIC
SHOW,
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, Germany.
[ w w w . h a m r a d i o friedrichshafen.de].

14 JUNE
EAST SUFFOLK WIRELESS
REVIVAL (Ipswich Radio Rally) –
The Orwell Crossing Lorry Park,
A14 Eastbound, Nacton, Ipswich,
IP10 0DD. TI S22, CP, OT 9.30, £2,
CBS, B&B, SIG, LRC, RSGB book
stall, GB4SWR HF station, C, LB.
Kevin, G8MXV, 07710 046 846.
[www.eswr.org.uk].

28 JUNE
WEST OF ENGLAND RADIO
RALLY – Somerset.
Shaun, G8VPG, 01225 873 098
rallymanager@westrally.org.uk.
[www.westrally.org.uk].

http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
9

1

July 2015

BADARS e-mail directory
This has been removed at the request of the committee.
The Webmaster, Colin
M6NCU, has now created a
Twitter account @G6BRH
for the club.
A link to it is on the club's
website, www.badars.co.uk.

BADARS Club Library
We hold a collection of books and DVDs that feature electronic
construction, operation, the history of radio, shortwave listening and other
forms of technology to do with radio, including the ‘Secret’ work
carried-out by amateurs during the war years.
Most hires are 20p per session.

Committee

Chairman:
Tony King GØIAG

07972 850232

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
John

M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Treasurer:
Neville

G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff
Melvin

G1WRH 01376 323223
GØEMK
10
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
deadline for copy is the 28th of each
month. Members may sell or
exchange equipment etc. before the
start of each meeting, during the
tea/coffee break and may advertise
in BARSCOM free of charge.

The club meets every 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month at Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8 pm to 10 pm.
Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

Some members have had problems
with UHF and BZ access, and as a
result the Club Net will now
operate on 2 metres only. This
should make it easier for all
members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 2nd, 4th,
and 5th Mondays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate). The usual

The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 25th of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
BARSCOM Editor (Ian, G8MKN)) © BADARS 2015
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Due to massive expansion we have now moved, lock stock & barrel, to Staines.
Come and visit our new Superstore at Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP.
CONTACT US
Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Wessex House, Drake
Avenue
Staines, Middlesex TW18
2AP

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599

FRIENDLY HELPFUL
ADVICE
We pride ourselves on our
customer service. We
believe
that it has been instrumental
in making us the number

SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING
Shopping online with ML&S is
safe
and secure. E&OE

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

The Only Way is Wessex

S

o we’ve moved. After ten years in Chertsey
we were bursting at the seams and couldn’t
get any more stock inside if we tried. Ditto
staff. Bar “ bunk-desks” (if there is such a thing),
there was nowhere for anyone else to go. Worse
than that, they are knocking
the building down later this year!
This is our 25th year of serving Radio Hams
throughout the world. It’s thanks to all the continual
support we get from loyal customers that we’ve
grown to be probably the largest dedicated Ham
Radio store in Europe – literally.
Tapping this out from my new little ofﬁce (I’ve got
used to having the smallest ofﬁce in the building
over the years), I can still hear tradesmen banging
away, still painting, electricians still wiring and even
plumbers ﬁnishing off in our new Superstore.
All the stock is ﬁnally at our new “home” here in
Staines upon Thames and whilst the tradesman aren’t
quite ﬁnished, they certainly should be by the time
you read this. Mail order is working at 100% and we
are still ﬁlling up our massive showroom. It’s been an
unbelievably hard slog, think of moving house then
magnify it at least ten times. Will I be moving again? I
very much doubt it.
So a BIG thank you to all my customers and suppliers
far and wide for helping to get ML&S this far. We are
certainly looking forward to the next 25 years. I’ll be in
my eighties by then so you might not see me quite as
often as you do now! Do pop in and see us and say
hello, remember we are just across the road from the
mainline Staines railway and Junction 13 of the M25.
Best 73
Martin G4HKS & the team.
Finally, thanks to all my staff for helping with the
move, setting up all over again and working through
general mayhem throughout the exercise. What a
team! If you want to join us as a part timer and live
locally, pop in for an informal chat.

The UK’s Biggest Ham Radio Dealer
Has Moved and is OPEN for Business
ML&S Mobile site now live! Just click www.hamradio.co.uk/mobile from any mobile

