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Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

I hope you all are OK.; not just
with the virus but with the heat
lately.

Thought for the
Month
Every day is a chance to get ready for
more of the same

As some of you may have already
heard we have called off this
year’s summer camp due to the
risks associated with Covid-19; it
would be difficult to provide a safe
environment.

Next Meeting

But this month the club will be
running another special event
station as we did for VE Day, with
members operating from their own
stations. This time GB5VJD for VJ
Day over the 13th to 15th August.
So members wishing to take part
please let the committee know.

On the Air
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The meetings on the air still
continue to go well with a good
attendance. The last club meeting
would have been the aerial clinic,
so we had a virtual aerial clinic
with members reporting on their
antennas.
That is all for this all for this month.
73 Dave, G0DEC
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work well for others. Indeed what
constitutes ‘ultimate performance’ is
not necessarily the same thing to all
people. Then there are all the other
variables that impinge on the
performance of your antenna farm.
Location, location, location is one,
geography and geology being
important. Planning restrictions, the
attitude of neighbours and that of the
Station Manager, the list is very long.

Meetings Report
Mike, G8DJO
Meetings on the Air continue to be a
popular alternative to our regular
BADARS club nights. Taking place
at 8pm on those Tuesdays when we
would normally meet at the club,
meetings on the air have been
attended by a wide variety of club
members. The ‘craic’ has proved very
enjoyable, with news, gossip, fun,
entertainment,
and
enjoyable
conversation. Why not pop along and
join in?

It’s all about team work
(IARU HF Championship 2020)

Dean, G4WQI
The club Welfare Net also continues,
recently reaching a milestone, 100
days of meetings.

I signed up to the RSGB Contest
Group a few years ago in order to use
RSGB contest and special event calls.
With the current Covid-19 lockdown
RSGB contests have been restricted to
single operators only, so when the
group was asked to help out in the
IARU HF Championship from our
own home stations using the RSGB
headquarters call of GR2HQ, so I put
my name down. Normally, everyone
would converge on the contest station
M6T at Saxmundham and operate the
station as multiple operators on
multiple bands, but a new plan had to
be made.
About two months before the contest I
was introduced to Wintest. This
logging software has been used
successfully by the group for several

The latest meeting on the air was the
virtual aerial clinic. A rather different
affair from normal, lacking Dave’s
test equipment and the usual selection
of members antennas for testing.
However, we still had Dave’s expert
advice and descriptions of a wide
range of antennae, ranging from the
odd bit of wire to expensive multiband commercial offerings.
Listening to others’ experiences it is
clear that antennae / aerials (you say
potato I say potarto) is an area for
endless experimentation in the quest
for the ultimate performance. What
works for one doesn’t necessarily
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the log, but we were told that it was
best to only make corrections. You
will also notice that there is a contest
recorder which will record the whole
contest at your station.
Two weeks before the actual contest
practise sessions were set up using
G6XX. I took part in one of the
sessions the week of the contest and
made a real hash of it, still thinking the
N1MM way. Nothing worked properly
and I finished the session with a real
panic that come Saturday I wouldn’t
know what to do. Luckily, Nick
G4FAL gave me a call the following
evening and pointed out the errors of
my ways. It was all now starting to
make sense!
I had been given a seat in the 40 metre
CW team as a run station along with
three other operators. There were a
total of ten people in our team, but
some were SSB only and others only
wanted to partner. I decided that my
multiband vertical could be ok, but I
wanted to experiment with another
antenna. I picked a 40 Metre Delta
Loop design of DJ0IP off the internet
and a couple of days before the contest,
put it together.
Apex at 50 feet, it just about squeezed
into the back garden. The multiband
vertical can be seen in the background.
After testing, I felt it was about two
S-points better than the vertical.
On the Saturday morning, everyone
logged on early to test the software
was working and the server could
handle the traffic. There were a few

years and allows for many computers
to link together and share the same
contest. For me it was just a case of
learning the key strokes and how to
navigate the windows. Training
sessions were arranged via several
online Zoom meetings and Chris
GM3WOJ went through what the
software could do. Having been an
N1MM+ user for many years it was a
bit like teaching an old dog new tricks.

As can be seen from this screen shot.
many of the windows are similar to
N1MM+ with exception of the Gab,
Status and Partner windows. The Gab
window allows a conversation
between all those that are online and
seen in the status window. A piece of
software called “Tunnel” allows
everyone to log on via the station
server. Once online, there are two
status options, “Run” station or
“Partner” station. The run station will
be working the band and mode and
logging the calls, while the partner
station will be assisting and entering
calls into the partner window for the
run operator to use. Both run and
partner can enter and amend calls in
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zone, most of the logging was
automatic. Only a few times did the
zone have to change. Being a
muti/multi station the calls going
through the log were rapid. We had
GR2HQ on each band and each
mode at the same time, so any
corrections had to be swift.
I really enjoyed the experience and
will probably do it again next year.
Best DX to my QTH, several West
Coast USA and New Zealand all
during the early morning session.
We are not going to beat the
German and French headquarter
stations, as they seem to encourage
their own amateurs to call them and
their totals are high. At the moment
we are looking at either fourth or
fifth.

teething problems, but these were
ironed out before the start. I had
been allocated three hours from
4pm and then another three hours
from 3am, so I started helping out
by partnering. Any calls I heard
were entered into the partner
window for the run station to use, if
he hadn’t heard them. When my
turn came around I was pleased to
have help from those listening, as
there were several instances when I
couldn’t even hear the caller and
relied on my partners to enter the
call and even acknowledge when
the station had received the report.
As the exchange was RST and ITU

Can Speaker
Dean, G4WQI
If like me you are a CW operator and
spend prolonged periods of time in
QSO or partaking in contests, you may
suffer the same affliction as I do. Wearing headphones for long periods can
become uncomfortable and in hot
weather can become very sticky around
the ears. I picked up on this idea from a
fellow FOC member who lives down
under in VK6 near Perth. He has made
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several different sized can speakers
and so I decided to give it a go.
All you need is a can and any cheap
computer speaker or whatever you
have in the junk box, as long as it fits
the can. As you can see, I used a baked
bean can, but any metal can will work
and apparently, the taller ones work
better. Set up is by trial and error to
find the correct resonance for the tone
I wished to listen for. Move the
speaker up and down the opening of
the can to find the “sweet spot” and
then fix it to the top. I cut strips of
metal from another bean can and
soldered in place. A small hole drilled
in the lower part of the can allowed for
the lead off to the radio.
In my tests I have found the response
to be really quite good. I can open up
the IF width and also turn of all the
DSP on my FT991 and the speaker
filters out all the noise, just
reproducing the CW tone I require.
A word of warning though. These
speakers are no good for SSB reception.

Our Dancing Years
Brian, G3TGB

My wife, Jean, and I were married in
1953 and decided we should take up a
hobby that we could both engage in.
As we had enjoyed dancing (though I
never went to a dance before our
meeting) we were lucky enough to find
a top professional ballroom dancing
couple living in the same road in
Walthamstow where we rented a flat,
our first marital home.
As Jean already had a bronze medal
from lessons in Newcastle Upon Tyne
before coming south we booked
lessons with the professionals and
started on my basics. All went well
until we moved to Tottenham and we
would often travel back to
Walthamstow to find they had another
engagement.
However, we found a dancing school
at a small room behind the public
house at High Cross, Tottenham run by
a very competent, non competing
dancer, Bruce Smith and his business
partner Olive Saltmarsh.
Exams were held every six months,
judged by a visiting member of the
Dance Examining Board, mostly a
professional dancer of the day and
within about three months I had gained
my Bronze medal dancing with Jean
whereas most pupils danced with one
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(no recording!!) and we were scheduled
for 10.15pm but did not go out until
after 10.30pm due to overrun of the
previous programme. The team also
entered competitions from London to
Southampton to Blackpool for the
International Dance Championships.
We also competed on our own as
novices with varied unexpected success
such as coming fourth at Clacton and
third in a heat when the first three went
to the finals at the Albert Hall in London.
We also entered a Trophy competition
at Cambridge Guild Hall with friends
and full dress was the order of the day
but we were in informal dress (the only
ones) As expected we were knocked out
first round but ended up winning the
consolation dance for all first round
losers! As with anything, getting to the
top costs and we were not in that league
and in any case, after nine years of
competition, the arrival of our daughter
put paid to that.

of the teachers. Six months on and we
both had our Silver medals. The school
had a thriving Formation Dancing
Team of eight couples and were about
to lose one couple so the captain
approached us to join. Bruce our
teacher said NO, not until we had our
gold medals so another six months and
we gained our GOLDs.
We initially turned down joining but,
after much pestering from everyone,
we said we would give it a go, and
never looked back. We had just two
months training before our first
demonstration and though the routine
only lasted just over five minutes it
covered four dances, Waltz, Foxtrot,
Tango and Quickstep with plenty of
variations and to our surprise after the
first waltz we found ourselves leading
the team and one of the last two
couples to leave the floor.
We were lucky enough to do our
training and rehearsal at the “Royal
Ballroom” in Tottenham High Road on
a Sunday morning (which, after the
bright lights of the night before, was
very dull and drab!)
Our demonstrations were mostly at
company dinners and Masonic Ladies
nights including at Masonic
Headquarters in Central London, a
Hospital Ward one Christmas Morning
and in 1958 a television appearance on
“Television Dancing Club” with
Victor Silvester at the Carlton Rooms
in Maida Vale, London. All
programmes were LIVE in those days

In the photo we are front of right row
in TV show 1958.
(See the front cover for this -Ed.)
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coming up that we will be able to
take part in from our home stations
again. On checking with Ofcom on
31st July it has been confirmed that
the rules regarding special event
calls will remain relaxed at the moment so we can operate in the same
manner as for our very successful
VE Day event. We have the call
GB5VJD that is active 13th to 15th
August inclusive and anyone who
would like to take part should contact Geoff G1GNQ.

Club Equipment
You can borrow the club’s Aerial
Analyser for only £1/day and the
Morse Tutor (Less Battery) for
50p/2-week session.
Ask one of the Committee for
information

Also in September we have secured
the call GB5BOB to celebrate the
80th Anniversary of the “Battle Of
Britain” This call is active from 1st
to 28th of September. The Novation
is for the contest site at Stisted
where it was planned to have the
event, however we will check with
Ofcom nearer the date to see if the
rules remain relaxed and make further plans from there. Should we
still be able to operate these special
calls from home addresses then we
could arrange for those interested to
use GB5BOB for a period to be arranged.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

Well it has been a little quiet on the
contest front as far as the club goes,
however several stations were
worked in the IARU contest at the
beginning of July by some of our
members giving away points and
chasing the DX.
Other notable contests in July have
been the IOTA contest where again
some stations were able to give
away points and also work some rare
locations.

That’s all for contest corner this
month
Stay safe and well all

On the subject of special event stations however; we have two events
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
2020
DATE
Feb 11th
Feb 25th

Mar 10th
Mar 24th

MEETING TOPIC or
EVENT
Quiz Night / Canvey
feedback
Members equipment
Pat Testing /Natter
Night
Rig Clinic

DATE
Jun 27,28

MEETING TOPIC or
EVENT
Museum on the air

Jul 14th

Construction Contest

Jul 28th

Aerial Clinic

Aug 7-9th

Summer camp

Aug 11th

Meeting at Stisted
(operating evening)

Aug 25th

Apr 28th

M0ONH Demo 3D
printing
G0JMT Talk on Radio
at sea
Sausage and mash

May 8-10th

VE Day 75 Years

May 12th

VE Day GB5VED up
date
Dave Cutts RSGB Talk

Sept 26,27
Oct 13th

Members Patch Lead
Checking
Natter Night
Railways on the Air
Planning
ROTA
JOTA Planning

May 26th

The AGM

Oct 17,18

JOTA

Jun 6th

National Field day
(CW)

Oct 27th
Nov 10th

TBA **

Nov 24th

Jun 20,21

Satellite Tracking / sdr
dongle
Museum on the air

Dec 8th

Surplus Equipment
sale
Christmas social

Jun 23rd

Club BBQ at Stisted

Dec 22th

Maybe a natter night

Apr 14th

Jun 9th

Sep 8th
Sept 22nd
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Rallies
There are some rallies still listed on
the RSGB site for July/August as
going ahead. RSGB advice is :-

30 AUGUST 2020

The situation with the Covid-19
virus is changing rapidly. You
should check before travelling that
the activities announced here are
taking place.

MILTON KEYNES ARS RALLY

9 AUGUST 2020
CANCELLED

TORBAY ANNUAL
COMMUNICATIONS FAIR

FLIGHT REFUELLING ARS
HAMFEST

Newton Abbot Racecourse, Devon
TQ12 3AF.

9 AUGUST 2020

Mike, G1TUU, 01803 557941 or
rally@tars.org.uk.

CANCELLED

30 AUGUST 2020
POSSIBLY CANCELLED check
TARS website

CANCELLED

31 AUGUST 2020

YORK RC RADIO RALLY

CANCELLED

14 AUGUST 2020

HARS ANNUAL RALLY

CANCELLED

Ernulf Academy, St Neots PE19
2SH

27th COCKENZIE & PORT
SETON MINI RALLY

We are planning to hold the rally
but only in line with government
advice and the permission of the
Academy. For latest information
check with hunts-hams.co.uk.

23 AUGUST 2020
CANCELLED
RUGBY ARS RALLY

email to events@huntshams.co.uk or call 01480 214 282.
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Contests
1 Sep 1800-1855 144MHz
MGMAC
Sat 5-Sun 6 Sep. 1400-1400
144MHz Trophy Contest
VHF Championship
6 Sep 1100-1500 5th 144MHz
Backpackers
HF

VHF
9 Aug 1400-1600 70MHz
Cumulatives #5
11 Aug1800-1855 432MHz
FMAC
11 Aug1900-2130 432MHz
UKAC
13 Aug1800-1855 50MHz
MGMAC
13 Aug1900-2130 50MHz UKAC

Sat 5-Sun 6 Sep. 1300-1300 SSB
Field Day
7 Sep 1900-2030 Autumn Series
SSB
16 Sep 1900-2030 Autumn Series
CW
24 Sep 1900-2030 Autumn Series
DATA
28 Sep 1900-2030 RSGB FT4
Contest

18 Aug1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
20 Aug1900-2130 70MHz UKAC
25 Aug1830-2130*

SHF UKAC

1 Sep 1900-2130 144MHz
UKAC
1 Sep 1800-1855 144MHz
FMAC

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ

Colin, M6NCU
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month at St
Peters Church Hall, St Peters
Road,
off
The
Causeway
Braintree. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8.00pm to
10pm.

attachment, normally during the
first week of the month. Where
members do not have access to e
mail, they should discuss
alternatives with the Secretary.

Membership is £18.00 annually;
Senior Members (State Retirement
Age) and Junior members , under
18 pay £12.00. A door fee of £1.00
is also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

month and will use
145.375MHz starting
local time.
Where the month has
the 5th Tuesday net

The Club Net operates on 2 meters
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
V30 (S15)
at 20.00hrs
5 Tuesdays

will be on
GB3BZ
Input
438.450MHz
Output 430.850MHz
CTCSS
110.9

BARSCOM the clubs magazine is
sent to members as an e mail

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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