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This months event is the railways on the
air. If you are able to help then please let
the committee know.

Chairman’s Chat
Dave, G0DEC

That is more than enough from me for this
month. 73 Dave, G0DEC

There was a good turn out for this years
summer camp despite the weather! So
well done to those who braved the
elements. Unfortunately the large club
tent did suffer due to the high winds.
Had it not been for the extra straps
holding it down we probably would be
collecting it from the other side of the
county!

Thought for the
month
“ It is much more comfortable to be
mad and know it, than to be sane and
have one's doubts. “
- G. B. Burgin

Over the years we have had a number of
aerial clinics which have gone well. But
we have not checked the bit between the
radio and the aerial, the coax; often
something we all probably overlook. So
we started off checking out the club
coaxes which have seen a lot of use
over the years. One did fail the testing a
few others do show signs of possible
minor damage but should be ok. Then
we went on to some club members
coaxes with a mix of good and bad
coaxes found.

Next Meeting
Railways on the Air
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Thanks to Andrew M0ONH for his talk
on computers in the shack. It was good
to see how easy some of the computing
products are to use and what they can
do. I hope it will encourage others to
have a go. Also thanks to Andrew for
his work in producing the new GB3BZ.
There are a few little adjustments to
make which we will continue to work
on. Please use the new repeater and let
me have any feedback.
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cables which have been in use for a
number of years, it was felt that these
needed checking before being used on
future events e.g. ROTH, ROTA, and
Contesting. Dave G0DEC agreed to
provide the necessary equipment to test
each lead. You will see from the list
that both PL259 and N type connectors
were catered for, of the 13 tested one
failed completely and 1 needed a new
connector.

Meeting Reports
Edwin, G0LPO

Twenty Two members and Guests
attended the first meeting in August
which was scheduled to be an operating
evening, however your committee felt
that the addition of coax checking
would be of interest to members for the
future.

Our thanks to
G0DEC for the
technical input.
This
checking
may be repeated
in the next years
programme with members being
invited to bring their own leads in for
checking.

For operating, the clubs FT897 and
TS590S were setup to provide HF,
VHF and UHF capability
The antennas were a trapped dipole for
20 and 40m and an X30 vertical for
VHF and UHF.
Members
were
able to make
contacts and fully
utilize the noise
reduction facilities
on the TS590S
using the dipole
suspended
between the two
fibreglass masts
anchored by drive on plates and a large
tree. This enabled a V configuration,
the centre mast having the X 30
mounted at the top.

The 2nd meeting held on the 27th
August saw Andrew M0ONH give us
a presentation called “All Things
Micro”.
The 22 attendees members and guests
were entertained with the background
to computers being explained with
examples of Input, Processing and
output laid before us.
Richard showed us what is achievable
with devices such as the Raspberry Pi
(RPI) , a small one board computer
which runs Linux, Uused in many
projects and the ARDUINO NANO a
microcontroller board.
He demonstrated a vast range of
applications and the simplicity of using

The FT879 was used for VHF and UHF.
COAX TESTING
The club has a large number of Coax
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a range of prepared applications.

between them. Dave installed an
inverted Vee dipole. Neil set up his
multi-band Roach Pole ¼ – wave
vertical, with radials.

I
have
asked
Andrew if we may
reprint some of his
presentation for a
future
article,
maybe later this
year. Our thanks go to Andrew for his
presentation.

Gusty winds and some heavy showers
highlighted the leaks in one tent and as
the weekend progressed several Velcro
fixings holding the sides to the frame
began to tear away. Some rugged
straps and substantial stakes held the
tent firmly on the ground. While the
second tent flapped around alarmingly
at times it remained intact. Sadly, one
of Dave's aerial supports did give way
but he was able to replace it. Of course
none of this deterred the many intrepid
members of BADARS who attended
summer camp over the course of the
long weekend. Thanks to generous
helpings of Dave's superb bread
pudding there was little chance of
some members taking off in the gales.

Summer Camp 2019
Mike, G8DJO
Bearing in mind the dire weather
warnings for Friday, BADARS
summer camp 2019 setup began early
on Thursday. Good progress was
made, both tents being put up and the
trailer mast with Carolina Windom
antenna too. Dave set up his
accommodation and brought along a
pump-up mast. Further work was done
on Friday, when the weather held
good. Two Clansman masts were
erected and a trapped dipole slung

Huge thanks must go to the Buttons
for again hosting BADARS summer
camp in their paddocks. They also
very kindly provided food and drinks
which was great.
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Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
2019
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ing their latest creation. A 10 band HF
transceiver with 10 watts of output. This
looks like a radio that will be put on my
want list and I was told it was still being
tested, but would be available within the
next couple of months, priced around
£150.

Dayton Road Trip
Part 3
Dean, G14WQI
Following some photographs that I
took of hamvention and posted on Facebook, my XYL Sandie commented
on the lack of women in the pictures.
Wayne made it his mission to find some
ladies for me to post on Facebook and
spotted a very nice blonde news report
and took chase.

New 10 band offering from QRP Labs.
After another long and hot day we returned to the hotel. Nothing had been
arranged for Saturday night, but we had
heard that there was a CW competition
being held at the Crown Plaza hotel and
hosted by the Kansas City DX club. So
following dinner at the hotel, we made
our way over to the Crown Plaza. The
CW competition, called the Kentucky
Derby, is apparently held every year and
attracts the top CW contesters. A file of
100 callsigns are generated contest pileup style and each competitor has to copy
as many calls as possible. Six competitors take part at each sitting and the copy
rate is shown in another room on large
screen TV’s, displaying the top six competitors and comparing the copy rate
against the current six competitors.
When we left the rooms the top score
was 65 and Wayne and myself were in
the top ten and Jack was in the top twen-

With the Fox News reporter (not yet a
ham).
Now, I’m very impressed with his agility and I hope that at his age I will be
able to take chase and catch a young
lady 50 years younger, although I think
once caught I would probably not remember why I had run after her in the
first place!
QRP labs who produced the QCX single band CW transceiver were display-
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Monday 20th May.
Jack suggested that before I flew back to
the UK we had time to do a SOTA activation. He had prepared the gear and
charged the batteries the previous night,
so following breakfast we headed towards
Buffalo Mountain, a summit at 3971 feet.
Parking the car, Jack explained the hazards of possible Rattlesnake or Copperhead sightings and we loaded up the
equipment and headed up the trail. After
a 30 minute climb (about 1000 feet) we
arrived at the summit. We slung a wire up
amongst the trees and tuned to 40m. Jack
made several calls, but no answers on 40,
so retuned to 20m. Our first caller offered
to spot us and then hell broke loose. It was
like the CW competition all over again.
After a mini pile-up, jack offered the key
to me. It was so much fun and after two
hours of operating we had amassed 50
QSO’s across North America and Europe.

ty. Although, none of the top contesters
had arrived. I guess we wouldn’t be winning any prizes!
Sunday 19th May.
Before heading back to Virginia, we were
to attend the FOC breakfast at the Crown
Plaza hotel.
Wayne
W4HG,
Chuck K4QS and
Art KZ5D at the
FOC breakfast.
This was a great chance to catch up with
members that I hadn’t managed to meet at
Hamvention. I’m not sure how many
members were there, I guess 30 -40, but
it was great to put a face to the key.
Our journey back to Virginia was again
very enjoyable apart from a heavy rain
storm we encountered in West Virginia.

SOTA operation
on Buffalo Mountain.

My flight out was at 10pm. Jack dropped
me off at Wayne’s house and he took me
to the airport.
I am grateful to Jack and Wayne for their
hospitality. They both went beyond
friendship which shows the true meaning
of being a member of our great hobby. I
look forward to returning the favour and
seeing them again at Hamvention.

Jack W4TJE and XYL Pam.
It was good to finally meet Pam, Jack’s
XYL, who was away from home when I
arrived. She was waiting for us when we
returned home from Dayton.
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SSB Field Day, 7/8th September

Contest Corner

The club is entering this 24 hour
contest, operating from the Stisted
contest site. Operators and Loggers
will be needed to cover the duration
of the contest (1300h to 1300h)
All available BADARS members
who wish to participate should
contact Geoff, G1GNQ as soon as
possible so that a schedule can be
put together.
(geoff.nurse@outlook.com)

Geoff, G1GNQ
Well September sees the start of the
RSGB Autumn Series of the 80Mtr CC.
The first round being SSB on Monday
evening September 9th. 19:00 – 20:30
U.T.C So now the evenings are closing
in why not retire to the shack and
frighten the spiders in the P.A’s on the
HF set.
We managed to finish 31st out of 48 in
the spring/summer series so we may be
able to do better in the autumn. All our
efforts were centered on SSB last time
so I for one will be trying out the data
modes section also this time.

If you wish to help in other ways or
just want to see what is going on,
you will be very welcome. This is
an exciting addition to club
activities - do come along if you can

There is a CW section also should
anyone wish to dust off the key!!!!

Below is the summary of the BADARS entries in the Spring/Summer 80m
Club Contest. Further breakdowns of these results are available on the RSGB
we website.
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Club Meetings,

Activities and Nets

Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Jan 8th 2019
Natter night / TX Factor 21

Jun 25th

Club BBQ

Jul 9th

Construction Contest

Jul 23rd

Aerial Clinic

22nd

Jan
PAT/PAC Testing / Prep for Canvey
Feb 12th

G3ZPS 999 Emergency

Feb 26th

CW presentation

Aug

10-11th

Aug 13th
Aug 27th

Mar 12th
Rig Clinic, club equipment
checking for 2019 events

Summer Camp
Operating Evening
& Coax Testing
Andrew
‘Computers in the
Shack’

Sep 10th
Railways on the Air Planning

Mar 26th
Talk ‘History of Braintree’

Sep 21 - 22nd ROTA

Apr 9th
Construction Evening DF
Equipment

Sept 24th

Natter Night

Oct 8th

JOTA Planning

Apr 23rd

Sausage and mash

Oct 19 - 20th

JOTA

May 11, 12

Mills on the Air

Oct 22nd

DF Beam Construction

May 14th

MOTA update

Nov 12th

Tx Factor 23

May 28th

The AGM

Nov 26th
Surplus Equipment sale

Jun 11th
The ins and outs of metal
detection
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Dec 10th

Christmas social

Dec 24th

Natter Night?

Sep 19

Rallies
The Campus Highlands Lane
Weston super Mare BS24 7DX (Jct
21 M5)

7 SEPTEMBER 2019
CAISTER LIFEBOAT RALLY
Caister Lifeboat station, Tan Lane,
Caister on Sea, Norfolk NR30 5DJ.

Enquiries to Dave Dyer by email
to G4CXQ@btinternet.com or on
07871 034206.

To book call Zane,
[www.m1bfidx.wixsite.com/clradio-rally]

27-28 SEPTEMBER 2019
NATIONAL HAMFEST

14 SEPTEMBER 2019 (new date)
Newark & Nottinghamshire
Showground, Lincoln Road,
Winthorpe, Newark,
Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY.

FOG ON THE TYNE RALLY
Whitehall Road Methodist Church
Hall, Bensham, Gateshead NE8
4LH (at the corner of Whitehall
Road and Coatsworth Road)

6 OCTOBER 2019
46th WELSH RADIO RALLY

Nancy Bone, G7UUR on 07990
760920 or Email
nancybone2001@yahoo.co.uk

Rougemont School, Llantarnam
Hall, Malpas, Newport NP20 6QB
Contact: Rob Evans, MW0CVT,
01495 220 455, mw0cvt@sky.com.

15 SEPTEMBER 2019
WEST TYRONE ARC RALLY

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/

Omagh Rugby Club, 7 Mellon Park
Drive, Omagh BT78 5NE
by email to info@wtarc.org.uk.
22 SEPTEMBER 2019
WESTON-SUPER-MARE RADIO
RALLY
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Contests
24 Sep 1830-2130 SHF UKAC
1 Oct 1900-2130 144MHz
UKAC
1 Oct 1800-1900 144MHz
FMAC
5 Oct 1400-2200 1.2GHz &
2.3GHz Trophy VHF
Championship
Sat 5-Sun 6 Oct. 1400-1400 Oct
432MHz-245GHz Contest

VHF
8 Sep 1100-1500 5th 144MHz
Backpackers
10 Sep 1800-1900 432MHz
FMAC
10 Sep 1900-2130 432MHz
UKAC
12 Sep 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC
12 Sep 1800-1900 50MHz FMAC

HF

Sat 7-Sun 8 Sep. 1300-1300 SSB
Field Day
9 Sep 1900-2030 Aut Series SSB
18 Sep 1900-2030 Aut Series CW
26 Sep 1900-2030 Aut Series
DATA
6 Oct 0500-2300 DX Contest HF
Championship

15 Sep 0900-1200 2nd 70MHz
Contest
17 Sep 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
19 Sep 1900-2130 70MHz UKAC
19 Sep 1800-1900 70MHz FMAC

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ

Colin, M6NCU
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month at St
Peters Church Hall, St Peters
Road,
off
The
Causeway
Braintree. Doors open at 7.30 pm,
meetings run from 8.00pm to
10pm.

attachment, normally during the
first week of the month. Where
members do not have access to e
mail, they should discuss
alternatives with the Secretary.

Membership is £18.00 annually;
Senior Members (State Retirement
Age) and Junior members , under
18 pay £12.00. A door fee of £1.00
is also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

month and will use
145.375MHz starting
local time.
Where the month has
the 5th Tuesday net

The Club Net operates on 2 meters
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
V30 (S15)
at 20.00hrs
5 Tuesdays

will be on
GB3BZ
Input
438.450MHz
Output 430.850MHz
CTCSS
110.9

BARSCOM the clubs magazine is
sent to members as an e mail

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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