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Sep 20
That is all for this all for this month.

Chairman’s Chat

73 Dave, G0DEC

Dave, G0DEC
I do hope you all are still safe and
well. Also that the recent bad
weather has not caused you any
problems.

Thought for the
Month
“To love oneself is the beginning of a
lifelong romance"

Since the lock down we have not
been able to hold meetings. After
talks with those looking after the
church hall it is unlikely we will be
back there this year. The
committee is looking at other
options. In the mean time do
please join in with or listen to the
nets. There will be a more detailed
update in this issue.

- Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

Next Meeting
On the Air

Contents

The club is still doing what it can
in the way of events which at the
moment are meetings on the air to
replace the meetings at the hall
where specific subjects are
discussed. If anyone has any
subjects that would work as a
meeting on the air, then please let
the committee know. Our other
activity is the special event stations
which due to the current OFCOM
changes allow for the use of GB
calls to be passed around the club
members.
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approx) for CW practice. Led by
Colin, G3UGG assisted by Jim,
G0DCR. I can vouch for the
usefulness of these sessions, having
made enough progress to be able to
hold a CW QSO or two, most recently
with an EA4 station (slowly and
hesitantly but still a QSO) All are
welcome to listen in for some CW
practice.

Meetings Report
Mike, G8DJO
The latest Meeting on the Air
(MOTA) held on 25th August
replaced Patch Lead Testing at the
Club QTH. Various members attested
to having patch lead issues from time
to time. John, M5AJB, previously
entered a Patch Lead Tester in the
Club Construction Contest and this
was suggested as a possible
construction project for interested
members in future. Dave, G0DEC
also pointed out the ready availability
of more sophisticated devices for
further lead testing, at resonable cost.
He stressed the need for flexible patch
leads (with stranded inner wire)
where frrequent connection and
disconnection is required, to ensure
long term reliability.

A Replacement for the
Annual Camp, 2020
Neil, M0NAS
Following the cancellation of the club
annual camp this year due to some
virus, it was suggested to Colin,
M6NCU and myself (Neil M0NAS)
may like to operate M0VZA from the
Stisted contest site instead. Colin and
I had been looking forward to the
camp, because, like last year we had
planned to operate late on Saturday
night to attempt some low band DX.

There was a good ‘turnout’ for the
most recent Club Net and as usual a
varied range of topics was raised. A
significant amount of interest was
shown in the topic of Fish & Chips
and where to source the freshest and
most tasty! The number and variety of
radio related topics discussed is
testament to the wide range of
interests among our membership.

An 80m ¼ wave vertical element and
14 ground radials were cut from
copper wire in preparation for the
event, I already had a 40m and 20m ¼
vertical antenna based around the DX
Commander design.

Wednesday evenings at 8:00pm local
time sees a small group of members
gathering on 2m (144.179MHz

On Friday, Colin, Geoff G1GNQ and
myself arrived at Stisted to setup our
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antennas and following a few
disastrous attempts we finally
managed to erect an 18m vertical mast
to which we hoisted the 80m vertical
antenna, the ground radials were laid
out and after a little adjustment the
antenna tuned well at approx. 1.2:1.

80m Vertical

stations were worked under the cover
of night which made the whole
exercise worthwhile.
Countries worked :20m Daytime – Germany, Spain,
Ukraine, Russia, USA (Maryland and
Michigan), Brazil, Italy, Croatia,
Hungary and Denmark.
20m Nightime – Serbia, USA (West
Virginia)
80m/40m Daytime – Republic of
Ireland, England, Denmark, Germany,
France, Italy, Portugal, Scotland,
Netherlands, Sweden and Wales
80m/40m
Nightime
–
USA
(Maryland, New York and Rhode
Island)

40m/20m Vertical

Signals started tailing off around
3.30am so we decided to call it a night
and went to bed utilising the different
rooms of the caravan.

The 40m/20m vertical was also erected
using a 10m fibre glass telescopic pole,
this was much easier to setup.
Saturday afternoon, we arrived on site
accompanied by my XYL Julia
M3JDS, we started operating at about
2pm and although 20m was lively on
the triband Yagi antenna, the low
bands were quiet due to the vertical
antennas
low
angle
of
reception/radiation.

Nightime Ops

Geoff visited us for a short time on
Saturday but left around teatime, Julia
left about 10pm which left Colin and I
to play radio in the dark with a hope of
some DX. As hoped a number of DX

We both got up about 9am and
following breakfast and an hour or so
of operating we decided to take the
antennas down and head home. Let us
hope next year’s annual camp will go
ahead.
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Derek Brades Key

practice evenings at their home. So
because of Derek’s interest in CW and
QRP, it was thought to be a fitting
tribute to buy a morse key with the
donation. The club has now bought a
Kent morse key to be used on club
stations.

Dave, G0DEC

GB5VJD
Brian, G3TGB

As you may remember the club was
asked by the family, to sell the
equipment of the late Derek Brades
G0IZW after the death of his XYL
Betty. The family gave the club a
donation from the money raised by the
sale.

Operating a special event station can be
a thankless task with long stretches of
calling CQ and no replies, but this event
proved to be rather worse than usual,
the reason being the weather. With
storm clouds circling the British Isles
from Thursday to Monday, everyone
was looking out to see if they should
ground their antennae.
I kept an eye on the storms on my
laptop and at one point three
simultaneous lightning strikes were
recorded along the A120 between
Braintree and Dunmow and another
strike sent my S meter to 9+30.
However, I did manage the “shifts” I
had been allocated, all on 80m
and all in the early evening which
normally is quite active but it was hard
going.
One evening after a long quiet stretch I
had a good QSO to a station who finally
said “Perhaps someone may be

Derek was a keen member of the club
and would be there at club events.
Derek was also a member of other clubs
such as FISTS and the G-QRP club.
Derek and Betty used to host morse
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needed. These nets are very well
supported and have been averaging
9 members each day. With the
easing of lockdown regulations at
the start of August and some of the
numbers on the net falling it was
decided to reduce these from every
day to just three times per week.
These nets will now be kept
running until the end of December
by when we hope to be able to
resume normal club meetings but
this will be reviewed nearer the
time.
The lockdown caused Ofcom to
relax the rules for special event
stations allowing club members to
operate the call from their home
stations. Taking advantage of this a
very successful event was held to
commemorate VE Day with some
17 members taking part over the
course of the four days. We have
also held a similar event to
commemorate VJ Day and have
planned for GB5BOB celebrating
the 80th anniversary of the Battle of

listening so I will let you get on” and
that was exactly what happened - I had
a mini pile up. The next evening the
same station heard me calling CQ and
after a reasonable chat I had yet
another mini pile up !
On the Monday I had free reign on
80m all day as there were no other
takers and surprisingly, at around
midday, the background static rapidly
disappeared and the operating was

pleasant until I closed down at
22:30 BST with stations still calling
but fading to R3 in the noise.
My total – 48 including a DL who
responded to a CQ call and had a
pleasant QSO.

Where are we now?
Geoff, G1GNQ

The advent of Covid 19 has
affected our club activities severely
this year not least of all our regular
meetings at St. Peters Church Hall.
The lockdown meant than the
majority of the members were
confined to home with maybe just
the odd foray to the food stores.
Early on in lockdown a daily
welfare net was organised to enable
everyone to keep in touch and have
a means to ask for assistance if

Britain to be active from 1st to 28th
September.
At the time of writing your
committee is talking to the museum
at Colne Valley Railway to
ascertain if it is possible to put on
an event at the museum this year
(see Contest Corner) Our other
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long and hard at membership
renewal for the year, after a great
deal of discussion it was thought fair
that renewal fees should be waived
until normal meetings can resume, at
that time normal fees will be
requested for the number of months
remaining in the MEMBERSHIP
year.
Going forward we have two events
that can take place at short notice
and continue to prepare an
interesting and engaging programme
of talks and activities for the future.
If anyone has a subject that they can
give a presentation on or a subject
that they would like to see discussed
/ demonstrated at a club meeting
your committee is always looking
for these new ideas to keep speakers/
demonstrators in house for the time
being.
Club Nets continue at 20:00 local
time on alternate Tuesdays on
145.375 chaired by Melvin G0EMK
and alternate Tuesdays see the club
Meetings on the Air. MOTA have
proven both entertaining and
informative with discussion on past
construction projects and an
“Antenna Clinic on the Air”
We all look forward to being able to
resume our meetings and renew the
social activities that make our club
what it is.

major event, Jamboree on the Air is
cancelled but hopefully we will be
able to re-establish our association
with the First Coggeshall Scouts in
the New Year.
Your committee resolved to
continue in office until such time as
an AGM can be safely held and
continue to promote the club and
maintain contact with the RSGB on
publicity and other matters. Before
lockdown began an amount of
money from Derek Brade's silent
key sale proceeds was donated to
the club by his family. See the
article in this issue. Further to this
and in anticipation of holding
events in the future it has been
decided to replace the large party
type tent that met with a disastrous
end due to the high winds and
storms at the Summer Camp 2019.
With the suspension of regular club
meetings and the use of the church
hall in question until January 2021,
we are looking at the possibility of
holding one or two open air
meetings at the contest site in
Stisted. This will have to have
numbers limited to enable safe
distancing to be maintained and
suitable precautions in place to
ensure safety.
Your committee has had to look
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The month of September sees us having
a special call GB5BOB to celebrate the
80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. With the rules still being relaxed on
the operation of special event stations
members will have the opportunity to
operate this call from their home stations. The call is valid from 1st to 28th
September and anyone that would like
to take part should contact Geoff
G1GNQ for further details and times
etc.

Contest Corner
Geoff, G1GNQ

Hot on the heels of SSB field day comes
the first in the autumn series of the 80
meter CC SSB commencing at 19:00 –
20:30 UTC Monday 7th September.
Our final position in the local club section for the spring/summer series was
40th place. If you would like to have a
go in this short duration contest please
contact Geoff G1GNQ for more details.

September would usually see us at
Colne Valley Railway for the annual
Railways on the Air. However with
the Covid restrictions and reduced
opening at the railway museum we
will not be putting on the station
there. However we have obtained
the novation for GB0CVR over the
weekend 26/27th September and
will be looking for any operators
that would like to activate the call
from their home station.

On the special events front we have
seen our call GB5VJD used for the
commemoration of VJ Day over the
weekend 13th to 17th August. The call
was operated by several members working from their home stations and despite
having to dodge thunder storms and
difficult conditions over 250 contacts
were made across the bands.

Important changes to the membership fee for 2020 / 2021
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions on normal club activities, it has been
agreed that no fees will be required until it is safe to resume normal club
meetings. When meetings return to normal, fees will be requested based
upon the number of months left in the current membership year.
The new membership form will be distributed via e mail within the next
few days. Please complete the form to register your continued membership, new membership cards will be issued on receipt of the completed

form.
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Please note all meetings on the air and nets on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month, will use 145.375MHz S15 commencing at
20.00hrs local time

September
Tue 1st
Tue 1st

GB5BOB Start Date Battle of Britain Special event Station

Tue 8th

Meeting on the Air Railways on the air planning

Tue 15th

Club Net

Tue 22nd
Sat 26th

Meeting on the Air Natter Night

Sun 27th
Mon 28th

Railways on the Air GB0CVR

Club Net

Railways on the Air GB0CVR
GB5BOB last day of Battle of Britain Special event
Station

October
Tue 6th
Tue 13th
Tue 20th
Tue 27th

Club Net
Meeting on the Air
Club Net
Meeting on the Air

Photographic Competition
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Rallies
47th WELSH RADIO RALLY

There are some rallies still listed on
the RSGB site for July/August as
going ahead. RSGB advice is :-

Rougemont School, Llantarnam
Hall, Malpas, Newport NP20 6QB
Contact: Rob Evans, MW0CVT,
01495 220 455, mw0cvt@sky.com.

The situation with the Covid-19
virus is changing rapidly. You
should check before travelling that
the activities announced here are
taking place.

4 OCTOBER 2020
CANCELLED

20 SEPTEMBER 2020

HAMZILLA RADIO RALLY

CANCELLED

Dover ARC striving to alter the
date for 2021 and are hopeful for
March 21st 2021.

WESTON-SUPER-MARE RADIO
RALLY

25-26 SEPTEMBER 2020
See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/

CANCELLED
NATIONAL HAMFEST
Newark & Nottinghamshire
Showground, Lincoln Road,
Winthorpe, Newark,
Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY.

4 OCTOBER 2020
CANCELLED
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Contests
6 Oct

VHF

6 Oct

8 Sep

1800-1855 432MHz
FMAC
8 Sep 1900-2130 432MHz
UKAC
10 Sep 1800-1855 50MHz
MGMAC
10 Sep 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC
15 Sep 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
17 Sep 1900-2130 70MHz UKAC
20 Sep 0900-1200 70MHz AFS
Contest AFS Super League
22 Sep 1830-2130* SHF UKAC
Sat 3-Sun 4 Oct.
1400-1400 Oct
432MHz-245GHz Contest
3 Oct 1400-2200 2.3GHz
Trophy VHF Championship
3 Oct 1400-2200 1.2GHz
Trophy VHF Championship
6 Oct 1900-2130 144MHz
UKAC

1800-1855 144MHz
FMAC
1800-1855 144MHz
MGMAC

HF
7 Sep 1900-2030
SSB
16 Sep 1900-2030
CW
24 Sep 1900-2030
DATA
28 Sep 1900-2030
Contest
4 Oct 0500-2300
Championship
5 Oct 1900-2030
CW

Autumn Series
Autumn Series
Autumn Series
RSGB FT4
DX Contest HF
Autumn Series

http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

Committee
Chairman:
Dave, G0DEC

07974267421 26 Falkland Court, Braintree

Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer and Membership Sec:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1GNQ

Colin, M6NCU
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
of the month using V30 (S15)
145.375 MHz starting at 20.00hrs
local time. Where the month has
5 Tuesdays the 5th Tuesday net

During the Covid-19 restrictions
the club meets on the air on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each
month, using V30 (S15) 145.375
MHz commencing at 20.00hrs
local time. The topic for each
meeting will be notified in
Barscom in the previous month.

will be on GB3BZ.
Input
438.450Mhz Output 430.850Mhz
CTCSS 110.9 commencing at
20.00hrs local time.

In addition the club operates a club
net on the 1st, and 3rd Tuesdays

(Issued Aug 2020)

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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