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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the month

John, M5AJB

The power of imagination makes us
infinite.
-John Muir

Well here we are at the end of August, with Summer Camp now been
and gone. How lucky we were with
the weather, and great to see all the
members and friends who visited.
Everything was cleared up and in the
dry by the Tuesday.

Railways on the Air 2017

So now to September. 23rd and 24th
we have Railways On The Air at
Colne Valley Railway at Castle Hedingham. The same railway carriage
as before. This year without Thomas
the Tank Engine.
Looking forward to October, 21st
and 23rd we have Jota, this year at
Earls Colne scout hut.
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Some useful software for predicting
conditions can be found on the
following websites:

Meeting Reports
Geoff, G1WRH

www.solarham.com
www.solarham.net
www.ukssdc.ac.uk
www.voacap.com
www.predtest.uk

Fourteen club members were
present for the first August meeting
when TX Factor 14 was screened.
Steve Nichols G0KYA continued
the series on propagation,

Bob Mcreadie gave a presentation
from the 2016 National Hamfest:
the diversity and enthusiasm of
stallholders came across as did the
magnitude of the whole event.
Bob purchased a WW11 wireless set
No. 38AVF from one of the outside
stallholders. This vintage HF
portable was used by the British
Army. With five valves, it covers
7.3 to 8.9 MHz and has a range of 2
miles on 0.2 watts. Bob obtained
this for the not unreasonable price of
£125.

on this occasion looking at his own
area of expertise - space weather.
Whilst the effect of space weather
was not fully understood until later,
Marconi anticipated aspects of this
in his early transmissions.
From the 1930s onwards, the E, F1,
F2 and D layers had been examined
confirming that changes in
propagation were affected by such
factors as solar flares and the time
of year and time of day.

Mike Marsh, G1IAR, chatted to Phil
Willis, M0PHI and Cathy Clark,
G1GQ0, two enthusiastic amateurs
actively involved in the promotion
of amateur radio.
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The second meeting of the months
was a natter night.
Howard
brought in the library, which was
perused by members and Melvin
covered a table – in piles in date
order – with copies of “Practical
Wireless” going back to 1960.
The cover price of the 1960 edition
was 1/6!

BADARS
Summer Camp
2017
BADARS summer camp 2017
held at the QTH of John M5AJB
was blessed with glorious weather
from start to finish over the August
bank holiday weekend. On the
preceding Thursday the operations
tent was erected and the mast
trailers put in position, and on the
Friday the Clansman 8 metre and
5.4 m masts were guyed in place.
The trailer mast wound up easily,
but the Clark hydraulic mast
proved troublesome as although
protected, the pump chamber had
become full of a couple of pints of
rusty water since last season.

We celebrated Brian’s birthday
with a fine assortment of cakes
which he had generously brought
in, and welcomed Peter Onion
G0DZB as a new member. Groups
of members conversed about
matters both radio related and
otherwise.

Man vs
Hydraulics

Fortunately John had an effective
portable compressor which was
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put into use in the short term, and
then later the pump mechanism
and controls were overhauled and
other measures put into place to
prevent a repetition of the problem.

Clansman Dipole for 20 me
tres
Clansman vertical loaded
mast and whip
Home brew 4 metre vertical
ladder line
Modified 20 metre loop ex
tended to 40 metre
Duel band beam for satellite
tracking etc. with tripod

The main antenna in use over the
weekend were installed, these
being substituted from time to time
as members arrived with their own
to test and evaluate and
experiment. These were:-

Over the long weekend 15 members
attended and carried out numerous
experiments with antenna and radios
and over the period 18 contacts were
logged on the shared log book with
about the same number noted by
members in their personal logbooks

Trap Dipole for 40m /20m
Carolina Windom 80LP for
80 – 10 metres
Mini trap dipole for 80 – 10
metre configured as a Vee
Tri band vertical 6 and 2 me
tres, 70cm

John in QSO
Mode

BADARS Summer
Camp 2017
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“/A” with the following transceivers
being used;-

Derek brought along a homebrew 20
metre loop, and after setting up Edwin
made contacts on his behalf on that
band and also found that the antenna
tuned up easily for a contact on 40m.

Anytone AT588 for 4 metres
FT 897 and atu at897 for HF
and 2 metres
IC 746 HF and VHF
IC 7000 HF and VHF
Kenwood handheld for sat
tracking.

Geoff tested his 4m homebrew antenna fabricated from 450Ω ladder line
and in the absence of any activity on
the band, John obliged with a shout
from his shack … the shortest distance QSO of the weekend!

Previously the club had seen a
report on TX Factor of the
AMSAT Fox 1 satellite and
Dave made contact with this during
one of its passes overhead using a
dual band beam and a handheld . No
easy task and therefore one of the
most significant contacts of the weekend.

Martin had some hands on time on
Edwin’s ic7000 – the first time he had
used this transceiver and he was suitably impressed.
Tony set up the Clansman mast with
a Clansman whip on the top which
loaded easily on 20 and 40 metres. In
addition the Carolina Windom 80LP
for 80 through 10 metres was set up
and tested and used extensively thereafter.
Peter Onion travelling light on his
motorcycle with just his key gave
members a Morse masterclass when
he took to the bands.
Rosemary, Jenny and Chelsea (Rosemary & John’s granddaughter) were
not left out as they tracked a high
volume of holiday weekend passenger plane flights across the scarcely
cloud spotted skies with the
“flightradar24” phone App. In the end
they were able to identify the airlines
by their tail fin logos (and by their

Erecting Derek’s
Loopy - 40m version 1
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engine note as some would have us to
believe!)

Club Equipment
You can borrow the club’s Aerial
Analyser for only £1/day and the
Morse Tutor (Less Battery) for
50p/2-week session.
Ask one of the Committee for
information

All in all a very successful Summer
Camp with thanks to our hosts John
M5AJB and Rosemary for their hospitality, assistance and sustenance..

MORSE CLASSES STARTING AGAIN
=============================
"EVERYBODY CAN TALK BUT CW IS AN ART"
Morse classes will be starting again at Danbury Village Hall,
7pm, on Thursday, 7th September, 2017.
These classes are designed for the complete beginner or, if you have a little
experience, we can help to build up your speed and confidence on the key.
Instruction is also given on the use of the twin paddle key.
Within 8 weeks - if you do your homework - we can get you on the key.
Your instructors will be Andy, G0IBN, Oliver, M0WAG and Dean, G4WQI.
Just bring yourself, a pen and an A5 size note-book.
It is a fun night, you will be made very welcome.
REMEMBER - CW BOOT-CAMP ON SATURDAY, 21ST OCTOBER
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Essex Ham’s Event
Following on from previous years’ events, Essex Ham will once again be operating in
support of the Essex Air Ambulance. This year, we’ll be using the callsign GB4EAA,
and we’re planning to operate from the home of the Essex Air Ambulance – the Anglian
Flight Centres in Earls Colne, near Colchester. The provisional dates are as follows, and
we’ll be adding more detail a little closer to the event:
• Saturday the 9th of September
• Wednesday 13th of September
• Sunday 17th of September

Know your band plans!
Second instalment.
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Club Meetings, Activities and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS
Apr 11th
Talk/presentation from RNLI

Sep 22nd-24th

Sept 26th
Natter Night
Oct 10th
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)
Planning

th

Apr 25

Sausage and mash /
Mills on the air planning
May 9th
QRP Operating Evening/Mills
on the Air (MOTA)prep
May 12,13,14

ROTA

Oct 20th-22nd

JOTA

MOTA
Oct 24th
TX Factor 15
Nov 14th
Digital Radio
Nov 28th
Surplus Equipment sale
th
Dec 12

May 23rd
The AGM
th
Jun13
Construction Evening
th
Jun 27
Club BBQ
Jul 11th
Construction Contest
Jul 25th

Christmas social
Dec 26th
Natter Night

Aerial Clinic
Aug 8th
TX Factor 14
Aug 22nd
Natter Night
Aug 26th-28th

Don’t forget!

Summer Camp

New Club venue, new
Club nights, new Club
Net nights, new Barscom
dates

Sep 12th
Railways on the Air Planning
(ROTA)
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Rallies
29-30 SEPTEMBER 2017
NATIONAL HAMFEST
Newark & Nottinghamshire
Showground, Lincoln Road,
Winthorpe, Newark,
Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY.
Brought to you by the RSGB in as
[www.nationalhamfest.org.uk].

10 SEPTEMBER 2017
TORBAY ANNUAL
COMMUNICATIONS FAIR
Newton Abbot Racecourse, Devon
TQ12 3AF
17 SEPTEMBER 2017
WESTON-SUPER-MARE
RALLY
The Campus, Highlands Lane,
Weston-super-Mare BS24 7DX
Enquiries to
mjones129@btinternet.com or
01278 786 684.
[www.G4WSM.club]

1 OCTOBER 2017
HACK GREEN HANGAR SALE
Hack Green Secret Nuclear
Bunker, French Lane, Nantwich,
Cheshire CW5 8AL
More details from Lucy Siebert on
01270 623 353 or by email to
lucy@hackgreen.co.uk

22 to 24 SEPTEMBER 2017
WACRAL CONFERENCE AND
FELLOWSHIP WEEK-END
Elim International Conference
Centre, West Malvern,
Worcestershire WR14 4DF
Speaker, Nick Henwood, G3RWF,
the RSGB President

8 OCTOBER 2017 NEW DATE
44th BLACKWOOD ARS
RALLY
Rougemont School, Newport,
Gwent NP20 6QB
Contact Mike Rackham,
GW4JKV on 01495 226 149 or
email rackhamone@aol.com
[www. GW6GW.co.uk]

24 SEPTEMBER 2017
PENCOED ARC TABLE TOP
SALE
Pencoed Rugby Football Club,
The Verlands, Felindre Road.
Pencoed CF35 5PB
Bookings with Madeline Roberts
on 01639 767056 or 773 837
5775.

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
HF
Sep
2-3 1300-1300 SSB Field Day
13 1900-2000 Autumn contest
series
28 1900-2000 Autumn contest
series

VHF
Sep
12 1900-2000 432MHz FMAC
2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
14 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
17 0900-1200 Second 70MHz
Contest
19 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
21 1900-2000 70MHz FMAC
2000-2230 70MHz UKAC
26 2000-2230 SHF UKAC

Oct
8 1900-2000 Autumn DX
Contest HF Championship

Oct
3 1900-2000 144MHz FMAC
2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
7-8 1400-1400 Oct 432MHz245GHz Contest
7 1400-2200 1.2GHz Trophy /
2.3GHz Trophy

Next Month
What items can you contribute???

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO

01376 324031

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG

Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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