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Chairman’s Chat

Thought for the
month

John, M5AJB

Keep your fears to yourself, but
share your inspiration with others.

The Ridgewell talk was a very
good evening. Paul's information
on the airfield was well
researched. Topped off by Derek's
tales, made it a good eveining.

Robert Louis Balfour Stevenson

Summer Camp went off well, with
good attendance. It was nice to see
Keith, G4MIU and Ben visit us.

Next Meeting
Railways on the Air
Planning

Railways on the Air is on the 22nd
and 23rd Sept at Castle
Hedingham. Those who are going
to attend should let the secretary
know, so he can put your name on
the list for free entry.
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JOTA this year, we are not sure
where we will be as the scouts
have not let us know what they
have planned, so watch this space
for more information.

Well that's all for this month.
Best 73's M5AJB
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Meeting Reports
Geoff G1WRH

In its 75th anniversary year, Paul
Bingley gave an illustrated talk on
the subject of RAF Ridgewell. In
the early 1940s, the RAF
requisitioned 110 civil airfields,
but still more were needed for the
available bombers at the time - the
Short Sterling. Under cover of
darkness, potentially suitable sites
were surveyed - one of which
became RAF Ridgewell, home to
the RAF 90 Squadron. In 1942,
ground crew moved in, but the
RAF left in 1943 when in June of
that year the USAAF moved in
and increased the population of
Ridgewell from 400 to 3000 as the
USAAF 381st Bomb Group.

Paul explains this B17 was named
in honour of people of the East End
who
raised
£800,000
in
Bermondsey's Wings for Victory
Week

Tinkertoy, 'jinx ship' of the 381st BG,
after the October 8, 1943 mission to
Bremen, Germany.

With them came the B17 bombers.
Over the relatively few years of
occupation until the end of the
war, bombers flew 297 missions
and dropped 22,000 bombs, but
the losses to air crew were
horrendous - both on sorties and
tragically in the skies and on the
ground in North Essex, with 34%
of all WWII US Servicemen being
lost.

Members of 535 Bomber Squadron
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used as foundation for local trunk
roads, whilst the site was used as a
location for the collection and
storage of munitions across the
region before being transported
from Great Yeldham station to
ports for final disposal at sea.

By 1951 when club member
Derek Mayes worked at Ridgewell
as part of the RAF 94 & 95
Maintenance Units (Explosives),
the final bombers were being
returned to the U.S.
Paul’s talk was followed by a
short period film of the airfield's
history and then Derek took the
floor and spoke briefly about his
book;

Derek recounted anecdotes about a
Jewish
pilot
landing
a
Messerschmitt
following
the
discovery and persecution of his
parents in Germany. He also told of
the full train of ammunitions being
held in a siding at Yeldham station
overnight, only to be put at risk by
the fireman of a shunting engine
discharging its ashes and starting a
trackside fire on spent straw
packing from a previous delivery to
the station.
Finally, Derek told us of the
exploits of successive pilots from
USAAF Wethersfield skimming
the wingtips of their fighters over
the bombs stacked on either side of
the now narrowed runways at
Ridgewell.
BADARS will be operating special
event call sign GB2RID on 9th
September from Ridgewell Airfield
Museum on its last open day of the
year.

“The Airmen of Ridgewell – A
History of Ridgewell Airfield”, in
which the missions, successes and
tragic losses of the crews are told.
In his time there the runways were
beginning to be broken up and
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storage trailer and the wind-up
mast on the purpose-built trailer
were the Carolina Windom CW80,
the multiband trap dipole 40/20
and the X30 colinear.
Transceivers were an assortment
of handhelds, the club’s Icom 746,
Kenwood 5905 and Yaesu 897
with external tuner. Edwin
brought along his Trio 2m
multimode, and Dave his Icom
209 + ATU (10 W). Edwin tested
his KW 2000 antenna tuner, and
John his experimental magloop.

BADARS Summer
Camp 2018
Geoff, G1WRH

Hosted by John and Rosemary,
this took place over the three days
of the August Bank Holiday
weekend. During the preceding
days, Melvin dropped off the
trailer of hardware, and Edwin and
John with Jenny put in many hours
assembling the marquee, erecting
antennas and rolling out the power
lines & etc.

Conditions were far from brilliant,
but almost everyone present had
contact with the LEFARS nuclear
bunker field weekend. Peter
worked Paul on 20m ground
plane, and Dave worked Peru on
FT8 heard the Falklands on the
same mode, and also heard passes
of a couple of satellites on 2m .
There were numerous 2m repeater
contacts, and also with Melvin on
HF at Papermill Lock.
Antenna suspended between and
on the hydraulic mast on the

Cont.d on P8
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SSB Field Day
Practice Run
Geoff G1GNQ
Flushed with success after his
weekend with friends, playing
radio /P (see last months Barscom)
Geoff G1GNQ arranged for the
club to carry out a short practice
run of an SSB Field Day station.
The aims of the day were to assess
Geoff's Stisted /P site as a
potential SSB Field Day site, test
available equipment, and allow
interested but not necessarily
'contest hardened' club members
to familiarize themselves with
contest operating.

Those present at various times
were John M5AJB, Edwin, Geoff
G1WRH, Martin, Jim, Dave, John
G6LJF with Jane, Geoff G1GNQ,
former member Keith with Ben,
Peter, Neville, Paul, Jenny, and
last but by no means least Chelsea
with beagle Virtue.
Thanks to the generosity of John
and Rosemary, tea and coffee
flowed freely, biscuits and crisps
were in abundance, and a good
time was enjoyed by all. John,
Edwin, Geoff and Jenny broke
down the camp on the following
Tuesday, and no-one would have
been any the wiser as to what had

Around a dozen club members
attended at various times during
the day. Pre-contest testing
quickly
revealed
antenna
matching issues and after some
head scratching it was decided to
replace the existing antenna with a
40/20m trapped dipole. This
turned out to be a good move,
solving the issue just in time for
the start of the contest. The site
proved to have low background
noise, good clear take-off and a
very handy tall tree to support wire

Next Month
What
items
contribute???

can

you

Plus the usual …
New Events, Rallies, Contests, etc.
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Contest exchanges were made with
a good range of stations, best DX
being Japan (up to the time I left)
A short list of requirements built
up over the course of the day.
Test the complete contest set up in
situ before the start of the event
Obtain comfy chairs of the correct
height for the operating table
Use of hands free mic and
footswitch is essential so the
operator can also deal with the
logging software on a laptop. Most
of us resorted to co-opting a
'volunteer' to log which is not
recommended.

antennas. Members who were not
familiar with N1MM contest
logging software were given a
brief overview of it's use in
standalone mode before taking
turns to operate.

The day proved very popular and
confirmed the site to be very good
/P location (for which many thanks
to Geoff and his mother in law.
The free flow tea and coffee did
much to help not to mention the
delicious apple pie! I'm sure the
event has confirmed that the club
would be able to make a successful
contest entry in future.
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FT8 and MSK144 to
change with WSJT-X
Version 2.0
Just when you thought you’d got the measure of FT8, this from the latest
Affiliated Clubs Newsletter.

When did you last validate
your licence?

Validity / Revalidation
Although the current amateur radio licence is known as a “licence for life”,
all radio amateurs are required to revalidate their licence at least every five
years. This requires every licence holder to contact Ofcom to confirm or
update the details on the licence database.
The quickest way to revalidate is simply to access the licensing system and
(re)-confirm your details online via the Ofcom website, or by email to
spectrum.licensing@ofcom.org.uk.
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For Sale
Stereo Mixing
Console.

Realistic DX
394

Short Wave RX. AM/FM/SSB/CW
160 Prog Channels, Fine tune for
SSB/CW. £50 ono

Mix up to 5 sources at once input
for 3 mikes 2 turntables tape and
aux. £25 ono
Watson Hunter Freq. counter.
Off air counter 10Mhz to 3Ghz.
With charger. Battery pack needs
replacing. £10 ono

Pro 2004

For any of the items, please
contact Fred Haselden via the
club.

300 Channel RX. AM/FM RX
25 to 520 Mhz 760 to 1.3 Ghz
AM/NBFM/WBFM £50 ono

BADARS Club Library
We hold a collection of books and DVDs that feature electronic
construction, operation, the history of radio, shortwave listening and other
forms of technology to do with radio, including the ‘Secret’ work
carried-out by amateurs during the war years.
Most hires are 20p per session.
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Club Meetings,

Activities and Nets

Club Net - 08.00 pm local time, 2 Metres (S15) (145.375 MHz)
First, third & fifth TUESDAYS

N.
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Summer camp
Aug 28th
Natter Night TX Factor 18
Sep 9th
Ridgewell Air Museum
Sep 11th
Railways on the Air Planning
Sept 25th
Natter Night
21st-23rd Sept
ROTA
Oct 9th
JOTA Planning
Oct 23rd
TX Factor 19
th
19 -21st

Mar 27th 2018
Dgital voice - G6WPJ

Apr 10th 2018
Talk/presentation from Essex
Fire and Rescue
Apr 24th 2018
Sausage and mash supper
May 8th
QRP Operating Evening/mota
update
May 11,12,13th
Mills on the Air
May 22nd
The AGM
Jun 12th
Air Ambulance Talk/
presentation
Jun 26th
Club BBQ
Jul 10th
Construction Contest
Jul 24th

JOTA
Nov 13th
TX Factor 20
Nov 27th
Surplus Equipment sale
Dec 11th
Christmas social
Dec 25th
Maybe a natter night
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Rallies
8 SEPTEMBER 2018

28 & 29 SEPTEMBER 2018

CAISTER LIFEBOAT RADIO
RALLY

NATIONAL HAMFEST
Newark & Nottinghamshire
Showground, Lincoln Road,
Winthorpe, Newark, Nottinghamshire
NG24 2NY.

Tan Lane, Caister on Sea NR30 5DJ.
Zane, 0771 121 4790,
m1bfidx@ntlworld.com
[www.m1bfidx.wixsite.com/cl-radiorally].

[www.nationalhamfest.org.uk].
30 SEPTEMBER

15-16 SEPTEMBER
PENCOED ARC TABLE TOP SALE
BATC CONVENTION (CAT18)
30 SEPTEMBER
Midlands Air Museum.
BELGIUM AMATEUR RADIO &
COMPUTER RALLY

https://forum.batc.org.uk/viewforum.p
hp?f=115

7 OCTOBER 2018
15 SEPTEMBER (new date)
45th WELSH RADIO RALLY
FOG ON THE TYNE RALLY
7 OCTOBER 2018
Whitehall Road Methodist Church
Hall, Bensham, Gateshead NE8 4LH.

HACK GREEN BUNKER RALLY

Nancy Bone, G7UUR, 0799 076 0920,
nancybone2001@yahoo.co.uk.

Hack Green Secret Nuclear Bunker,
French Lane, Hack Green, Nantwich,
Cheshire, CW5 8AL.

16 SEPTEMBER 2018
e will be refreshments available onsite.
Contact 01270 623 353,
coldwar@hackgreen.co.uk
[www.hackgreen.co.uk].

WESTON-SUPER-MARE RALLY
(editorial note: no other details have
been received, please let us know
what’s happening via
radcom@rsgb.org.uk)

See RSGB website for full listing.
http://rsgb.org/main/news/rallies/
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Contests
HF

VHF
06/10/17
1400-2200
1.2GHz Trophy / 2.3GHz Trophy
VHF Championship

Mon 8 Oct. 1900-2030
Autumn Series CW
Wed 17 Oct. 1900-2030
Autumn Series DATA

21/10/17
0900-1300
50MHz AFS Contest
AFS Super League

Sun 21 Oct. 1900-2030
RoLo CW
HF Championship

Sat 3-Sun 4 Nov.
1400-1400
144MHz CW Marconi
VHF CW Championship

Thu 25 Oct. 1900-2030
Autumn Series SSB

02/12/17
1000-1600
144MHz AFS
AFS Super League
AFS Super League

Sat 10 Nov. 2000-2300
Club Calls (1.8MHz AFS)
http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/

http://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

Committee
Chairman:
John, M5AJB

01787 460947

Secretary/Membership Secretary:
Edwin, GØLPO 01376 324031
Treasurer:
Neville, G8CDG
Ordinary Members:
Geoff, G1WRH 01376 323223
Melvin, GØEMK
Colin, M6NCU
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1 Ross Cottage, Southey Green

42 Panfield Lane, Braintree,

07745 569564
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
first meeting of the month (plus
postage if appropriate).

The club meets every 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at St Peters
Church hall, St Peters Road, off
The Causeway Braintree. Doors
open at 7.30 pm, meetings run
from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Members may sell or exchange
equipment etc. before the start of
each meeting, during the tea/coffee
break and may advertise in
BARSCOM free of charge.

Membership is £16 annually;
Senior members (State Retirement
age) and Junior members, under
18, pay £10. A door fee of £1 is
also payable at each meeting by
members and visitors.

The Club Net operates on 2 metres
only. This should make it easier for
all members to remember the
frequency, and for non-members
to find the net. The net will use
V30 (S15) 145.375 MHz, starting
20.00 hrs local time on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the 7th of the month;
paper copies are available at the

Please send articles for publication to
mike.adcock@physics.org
The deadline for submissions for the next edition
is 1st of the month. Items will be published in the first
available edition subject to space availability.
For more information and pictures of events and projects see
our Web Site at www.badars.co.uk
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial
adverts.
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