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Introducing a new member to an
old piece of gear (the radio that is)
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hailand’s 247,000 radio
amateurs will be getting new
Amateur Radio regulations
that provide significant new
privileges
The
National
Broadcasting
&
Telecoms
Commission (NBTC) has been
working on the new regulations for
nearly 3 years.
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They will permit operation on 6
meters, will expand the 2 meter band
by 500 kHz (to 146.5 MHz), and will
activate the Advanced class with
privileges permitting running up to
1 kW. Restrictions on HF radios that
include 6 meters will be removed
and type-approval restrictions eased,
so that Thai radio amateurs will be
able to purchase transceiver models.
Additional spectrum is being
authorized for 160 and 80 meters too.
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German authorities have approved
the use of 70.000 to 70.030 MHz by
Class A radio amateurs from July 2
until August 31, 2014. The DARC
report the restrictions are similar to
those for the 50 MHz band: 25 W
EIRP, all modes, maximum
bandwidth 12 kHz, horizontal
antenna polarization. This band has
not been available to radio amateurs
in Germany since 1957.

Among other changes, more club
stations and contest call signs will be
issued, those not holding a ham
ticket may operate under supervision
at a club station, and the entry-level
Basic (Novice) license now may run
60 W on 144 MHz and 100 W on 28
MHz. The NBTC has posted a new
allocation table.
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October
6 JOTA Planning
13 Club Net - 2 Meters
17-19 Jamboree OTA Weekend
20 TX Factor & Video Evening
27 Club Net - 70 cm

Club Meetings and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time
2 Meters (145.375 MHz)
70 cms (433.575 MHz)
August
4 Aerial Clinic GØDEC
11 Club Net - 2 Meters
18 Building a Successful Remote
Station - John Regnault G4SWX
23-24 Summer Camp
25 Club Net - 70 cm

24

November
Using Oscilloscopes GØDEC
Club Net - 2 Meters
Patch Lead Construction
(Bring your own cable & plugs)
Club Net - 70 cm

1
8
15
22
29

December
Natter Night
Club Net - 2 Meters
Xmas Party
Club Net - 70 cm
Club Net - GB3BZ Repeater

3
10
17

September
1 Junk Sale
8 Club Net - 2 Meters
15 Railways on the Air Planning
22 Club Net - 70 cm
27-28 Railways OTA
29 Club Net - GB3BZ Repeater

Can you give a talk one evening? It doesn’t have to be technical, or even
about radio. Contact the committee to make arrangements.

Special Event Station
On Sunday 7th September, GBØBIB will be on the air on VHF and HF
bands, from the village of Baston in Lincolnshire. The Special Event
station will be operated by a couple of Braintree Club members, at a 1940's
themed event called “Baston in the Blitz”, hence the suffix.
Check the website at www.bastonblitz.org
The event is 2 hours drive from Braintree and just north of Market Deeping
on the A15.
Any one wishing to turn up and operate the station will get free entry to
the event. Contact Tony GØIAG for further information.
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17 AUGUST
2nd SOUTH MANCHESTER
RADIO CLUB SUMMER RADIO
CAR BOOT SALE John, M6JII,
07892 890 902.

Rallies
3 AUGUST
25th KING’S LYNN ARC RALLY
& CAR BOOT - Ted, G4OZG,
01553 768701, g4ozg@raynetuk.net. [www.klarc.org.uk].

24 AUGUST
MILTON KEYNES ARS RALLY –
Longueville Hall, Hammond Park,
Whaddon Road, Newton Longville,
Milton Keynes MK17 0AT. Why not
combine a visit to our rally with
Bletchley Park and visit the National
Radio Centre (NRC) as well?
Modern venue with large indoor and
outdoor areas. CP, OT 10am, £3, TS,
TI, LB, C. Steve, G6KJU,
07866673192
[www.mkars.org.uk/mkars/rally].

LORN RADIO RALLY – Stewart,
MM1AVR, 07708 016 522,
gm0lra@freeuk.com.
8 AUGUST (Friday)
COCKENZIE & PORT SETON
ARC
21ST
MINI-RALLY
bob.gm4uyz@talktalk.net
[www.cpsarc.com].
17 AUGUST
RUGBY
AMATEUR
TRANSMITTING
SOCIETY
ANNUAL RADIO RALLY –
Princethorpe College, Princethorpe,
Rugby CV23 9PX. Stephen,
G8LYB, 01788 578 940,
stephen@tompsett.net.
[www.rugbyats.co.uk].

25 AUGUST
Bank Holiday Monday
HUNTINGDONSHIRE
ARS
RALLY – St Neots Community
College, Barford Rd, St Neots PE19
2SH. OT 10am, £2, TI S22 (V44),
CP, CBS, B&B, C, TS, DF. Clive
Burchell, G3NKQ, 01480 810 473,
clive.burchell@btinternet.com.

10 AUGUST
FLIGHT REFUELLING ARS
HAMFEST hamfest@frars.org.uk.
[www.frars.org.uk].

31 AUGUST
TELFORD HAMFEST Martyn,
G3UKV, 01952 255 416
[www.telfordhamfest.co.uk].
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members turned up for our meeting.
Edwin and I had been in earlier and
cleaned a bit so that it only
resembled a rubbish dump. Prior to
that, it resembled a bomb site. Not a
very nice environment to invite
guests or encourage new members.
And if, as we hope, we are able to
teach Foundation Licence courses,
the Hockey club premises would not
be sanctioned for use.

ello all. How many of you
notice the state of the
Hockey Club hall when you
are at a meeting?

Chairman’s Chat
Tony, GØIAG
For a long time many of us have
commented on the poor cleanliness
of the hall and kitchen; and the
appalling state of the toilets. Many
times, before Radio Club meetings,
we have spent time cleaning the
place before we can use it. I have
been told that more than one XYL
will not use the loo's because they
are disgusting. I agree with them.
Also the footballers peeing behind
the garage and against hedges in
public view is not on. The
interrupting of our meetings with
poorly aimed footballs or racing
their cars in the car park makes the
use of this hall difficult.

Now that we are paying a
competitive rent, I feel it is time that
we get value for our money. There
are several other halls in the locality
which comply with all the
requirements, off road parking, clean
inside toilets and within a couple of
miles of Braintree.
I for one am fed up with meeting in
a dirty hall and I would like you all
to voice your thoughts on this matter.
It is important for the future of our
club. We need new members, and a
clean and attractive environment
would help.

I have made written contact with the
Hockey club on this matter, but it
appears that there is no liaison within
their organisation. While one person
tells me that things will improve
others do not seem to care about our
regular booking of the hall. This was
proved by the state of the room on
Monday 21st July. When the

If you know of a suitable alternative
venue, please let a committee
member know.
Ed - This is your club, you must have
an opinion, so let’s hear it.
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amount of general transmission not
encoded.

n Monday July 7,
stage 3 of the Tour de
France was run from
Cambridge to London passing
through Finchingfield and
Rayne on its way.

On June 10 a letter from
Pamela
Westland
from
Wethersfield was printed in the
Telegraph “We have been sent
a map of the route the Tour will Tour Communication Throughout Essex?
take through this part of rural
Essex. We don’t need a map. We just There was widespread use of the UK
have to follow the route the roadGeneral channels, more on VHF
surfacers have taken, which is now
because of the open terrain, but also
pothole-free.”
on the UHF channels For the first
two northern stages of the Tour a
company called WRG Creative
Thoughts on the Tour
Communication Ltd managed the
installation of one of the most
de France
complex temporary radio systems to
be installed in the UK, ensuring a
Geoff, G1WRH
comprehensive communications
network across the route.
Ms Westland’s route itself was 5 to
As for me, I had considered
10 metres wide, but the corridor of
my
slightly
radio communication over this route resurrecting
temperamental, AOR 8000 and
varied from a few hundred metres to
several kilometres and that’s before Watson Super Searcher combination
the
commercial
broadcast with linking cable, which has served
me well in the past, for capturing
transmissions are even considered.
transmissions at field or marine
Many of the transmissions were events. An illustration of them
working in tandem, with the Watson
encoded, team cars to riders and
reverse, and the emergency services,
instantaneously triggered by a
but there was still a considerable handheld on a known frequency,
7
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then sharing the frequency with the
AOR (which incidentally then
receives the signal through its own
antenna), is shown below.

However, for this linear event the
action was due to just pass-by in a
flash, and as the Watson has a
capture range of less than 10m I
decided to just relish the visual
experience and associated sounds of
the Tour and later enjoy the Club
BBQ, whilst the litter pickers, road
sweepers
and
removers
of
paraphernalia were still busily
cleaning-up well into the evening.

anyone
familiar
with
BPL
technology, described as ‘painfully
slow’, and the company plans to
upgrade to an optical fibre system.

Power Line Broadband
ARRL
A Cincinnati, Ohio, broadband-overpowerline (BPL) Internet service
provider is throwing in the towel.
Cincinnati Communications was
due to pull the plug on its BPL
system as BARSCOM went to
press, according to a report on The
Enquirer newspaper’s website,
which also said Cincinnati
Communications customers had
endured “on-again, off-again
service” with the system, with some
service outages lasting for days.

The system was never a significant
source of interference to radio
amateurs, because the mediumvoltage lines used low-band VHF
frequencies and the drops to homes
used HF, but with the ham bands
notched.

ARRL CEO David Sumner,
K1ZZT said that the failure of the
system will come as no surprise to
8
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or five aerials linked to equipment
in four huts where the diversions
were transmitted, but there also had
to be a receiving station, one hut,
which had to be six miles away, so
for this site it was located in Great
Waltham. Information was passed
on to US as well as RAF bases.

he Friends of Braintree
Museum
publish
their
magazine Chronicles on a
regular basis with many interesting,
mainly local articles. A recent
edition (No.40) relates the story of
the WW2 wireless site off
Queenborough
Lane
(which
Maylands Drive and Oaklands Close
now occupy) as recalled by a
member of the Unit, Harry Cullum

There were 60 personnel attached to
the unit all billeted in private homes.
Shifts were maintained
around the clock, and for
WW2 Radio Jamming Station
entertainment
several
sports
teams
were
& Manor Street School/Museum. organised. The airmen
attended the United
Geoff, G1WRH
Services Club behind the
former
Crittall
and
Winterton store (now
in 2012 to Ben Joscelyne and Clive George Yard) and visited the YMCA
café at the old chapel in High
Copsey. Harry worked his way up
from the ATC (308 Squadron) Garrett, and also for refreshments,
the London Road Congregational
through the RAF where he trained as
Church. Before the masts and
a wireless mechanic, until in 1943
buildings were removed in the late
he was posted to 80 (signals) Wing
Bomber
Command
at
the 1940’s several Polish refugees took
up residence.
Queenborough Lane site constructed
in 1940.
Ben Joscelyne adds a technical note:
The German VHF blind bombing
There were many such stations
system was known as “Knickebein”
especially around East Anglia,
and was used to guide their bombers
administered from Radlett in
to UK based targets. After
Hertfordshire. The purpose was to
identifying the beams, initial
intercept and divert incoming
jamming was by transmitting a
German high frequency radio beams
for their bombers. Braintree had four “mush” noise, this system being
9
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his leads me nicely on to the
school itself. Just a shade
over quarter of a century ago
BADARS ran a special event station
GBØMCP to celebrate the 125th year
of its opening. The QSL
card for the

known as “headache”. However, this
was superseded by a higher powered
system codenamed “asprin” which
transmitted signals imitating the
Knickebein beam to cause
confusion. Another method was to
mask the transmissions and then
re-broadcast them, this being known
as “Meacon”.
The Friends of
Braintree Museum
is based at the
former Manor Street
School, and the
magazine containing
the full version of this
abridged article can be
obtained from them.
Also membership can be
applied for in person or
by using this link.
www.friendsofbraintreemuseum.co.
uk/membership/ at a very reasonable
cost.

event
gives a chronological
but concise history of the school
so I need not elaborate, save to say
that my wife attended, and my
mother in law taught there.
On a personal note,
after many years of
listening only, this was
as I recall almost
certainly my first
amateur radio contact.
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couple of the footballers ladies
drifted over to see if they could get
a cup of coffee and some food. Ann
answered them, I don't know what
she said but they went away.

ell, we managed to do it
again, an under water Bar
B Q. It seems no matter
what date we pick we manage to get
wet, but we carry on in the bulldog
British spirit.

With Edwin in charge of the Bar B
Q and John in charge of the onions,
it was not long before those present
were tucking in to their grub. 11
members and 2 visitors were present,
which was good considering the
weather, and we all enjoyed the
evening and had some fun. When it
came time to pack up, guess what?
the rain stopped, I forget which law
applies to that situation, you decide.
I look forward to next year, it might
be dry (or snowing).

Meeting Reports
Tony, GØIAG
Monday 7th July seemed to be a nice
day and having erected Melvin's
gazebo we were just setting up the
Bar B Q when the rain started; what
a surprise! But we carried on and
those wonderful smell were soon
wafting across the all weather
hockey pitch, which at the time was
being used for a 5 a side football
tournament. It was not long before a

Sorry no photo's

M

onday 21st July was the
date for Edwin, GØLPO,
and I, GØIAG, to get the
toys out. Not train sets, not fishing
tackle but loads of Clansman radios.
It may have become evident to some
of you that the two of us are very
keen on this equipment.
The presentation started with a talk
on how we were introduced to this
equipment through our volunteering
with the Duxford Radio Society,
based at the Imperial War Museum,

Duxford. We then gave a brief
history of the equipment and what
the different models were used for
by the British Military. The
radios on display were used
11
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"320" on the HF bands and using
only 3 Watts SSB and the Clansman
wire dipole have made contacts over
2000 miles. On full power (30
Watts) the 320 can work the world.
Combined with its built in AUTO
ATU and sensitive and well filtered
front end, the "320" is better than an
awful lot of Custom amateur rigs.
Edwin and I encouraged a hands on
question and answer session to round
off the evening.

from the late 1960s up to and
including the first Gulf war.

Those models were the PCR350 and
PCR 351, both VHF platoon radios
and the PCR 320 brigade multi mode
HF radio. All these radios can be
used as "man pack's" or base radios
and come complete with batteries,
antennas and headsets. They are very
rugged, but then they needed to be.
The most important thing is that
MOST of the Clansman radios can
be used on AMATEUR frequencies.
Both Edwin and I regularly use a

Finally, a word of caution - As this
equipment has almost certainly been
abused by military personnel, it
would be unwise to buy UNTRIED
on eBay. They are often on sale at
rallies where you can test them, or
failing that, speak to Edwin or me
and we may be able to source one for
you.

The West Kent Radio and Electronics Fair, is being held near
Tunbridge Wells on Sunday September 14.
Further details regarding the event can be found at
www.wkars.org.uk under the 'Rally' tab, which also has links
to trader booking forms should anyone want to join
those already signed up.
E-mail enquiries regarding the rally may be sent to
rally@wkars.org.uk .
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
A Club Net operates on the 2nd and
4th Mondays (excluding Bank
Holidays) under the callsigns
G6BRH and G3XG. The net
commences at 20.00 local time on
V30 (S15) - 145.375 MHz and SU23
- 433.575 MHz, unless QRM. In
months with 5th Monday the net
operates via GB3BZ 430.850 MHz.

Braintree and District ARS. meets
every 1st and 3rd Monday of the
month at The Clubhouse, Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open from 7.30 pm
for an 8 pm start to the meeting.
Prior to 8 pm, and during the
refreshments break, when a cup of
tea or coffee is available free of
charge, members have the
opportunity to sell or exchange
equipment etc. Meetings normally
finish at 10 pm.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month. Members
unable to attend club meetings may
lodge S.A.E.s with the Editor for
printed copies. Usual deadline for
copy is the 28 th of each month.

The Club Membership fee is £16
annually; Senior members (State
Retirement age) and Junior members
(under 18) pay a reduced club
subscription of £10. Door fees are
payable per meeting. Rates are £1
for members and visitors.

Members
advertisements
published free of charge.

are

For more information and pictures of events and projects see our Web Site
at www.badars.co.uk

The next edition will be published on September 1
The deadline for submissions for the next edition is August 28
Please contact our Chairman for details about commercial adverts.
BARSCOM Editor (Ian, G8MKN)
13
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Contests
VHF/UHF

HF

# Times are UTC

All times are UTC
August
3 0700-0830 RoPoCo CW HF
Championship
13 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW
28 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB

August
2 #1300-1700 4th 144 MHz
Backpackers
2 #1400-2000 144 MHz Low
Power Contest
3 #0800-1200 432 MHz Low
Power Contest
5 2000-2230 144 MHz UKAC
10 #1400-1600 70 MHz
Cumulatives #5
12 2000-2230 432 MHz UKAC
19 2000-2230 1.3 GHz UKAC
26 2000-2230 50 MHz UKAC

September
6-7 1300-1300 SSB Field Day
10 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB
25 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW

September
October
2 2000-2230 (Local) 144MHz
5 0700-1900 21/28 MHz Contest
UKAC
HF Championship
6-7 1400-1400 144MHz Trophy
8 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
Contest
CW
7 1100-1500 5th 144MHz
23 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
Backpackers
SSB
9 2000-2230 (Local) 432MHz
UKAC
16 2000-2230 (Local) 1.3GHz
For Sale or Wanted
UKAC
21 0900-1200 Second 70MHz
Is there something that you want , or
Contest
want to get rid of?
23 2000-2230 (Local) SHF UKAC
23 2000-2230 (Local) 50MHz
All members’ ads are FREE.
UKAC
Contact the editor to submit your ad.
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On September the 1st 2013, ML&S were appointed a direct factory distributor for Yaesu Musen Japan, a first for a
UK retailer. ML&S are now able to liaise direct with the manufacturer on new products, repairs, support and advice.
A proud moment in twenty-three years for the World’s Favourite Ham Store.
FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

The New FTdx3000
HF/6m Base
from Yaesu
Musen
•
•
•
•
•

•

TX Frequency Coverage:
160 - 6 meters
RX Frequency Coverage:
30kHz - 56MHz
Operating Modes: USB,
LSB, CW, AM, FM
Digital Noise Reduction
Large 4.3 inch (dia.)
colour TFT display

•
•
•
•

Power Output: 5 to 100
watts HF - 6m
IF DSP
Built-in Electronic Keyer
Built In Antenna Tuner
High Speed Spectrum
Scope

The successor to the FT-2000

As reviewed by Peter Hart in January RadCom
The new FTdx3000 HF+50MHz 100 Watt
Transceiver is another exciting new product
that is certain to capture the hearts of
determined DXers and Contesters as
well as casual operators looking for solid
communications. Using the newest down
conversion and sharp edged crystal roofing
filter technology, this fabulous radio attains

outstanding receiver performance
inherited from Amateur Radio’s leading
HF radio; our proud FTdx5000. The
market has been waiting for a reasonably
priced transceiver that takes a major
performance leap forward – the FTdx3000
is that feature filled compact radio
package.

The Yaesu FTDX3000
transceiver provides ultimate
weak signal receiver
performance in crowded,
strong signal environments.

NOW IN STOCK
ONLY
£2195.95
ML&S ONLY
£2195.95
For more information see: www.hamradio.co.uk/ftdx3000
ACCESSORIES

AMATEUR
RADIO

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

ANTENNAS

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
OPENING HOURS
Outline House, 73 Guildford Street, Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.30pm
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
AND FACEBOOK
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
HamRadioUK
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
Tel: 0345 2300 599
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599
E&OE
04/12/2013
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