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Braintree & District ARS Launches New Style Raffle
BADARS Committee
Your committee have agreed to revamp the traditional raffle to better
reflect the need of the club members
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From Our Own Correspondent
Derek, G3MMA/HSØZJH
in a complementary way to my
existing sloping dipole. It also offers
the chance to experiment with a
resonant parasitic reflector loop
(especially on the 14 and 21 MHz
bands) which can be adjusted in its
positional back-spacing to give
optimum results. For instance, on 20
metres the spacing would be
typically 8.25 feet. My wife hasn’t
yet been told, but there appears to be
a delay in the planned starting date
set for redecoration of the lounge.

I attended a recent Thai Radio
Amateur Society meeting and
bought the last raffle ticket, number
10, and promptly won a portable
‘loop-antenna’ valued at £180
donated by a company called the
Computer-Club. The loop is rated at
100 Watts and covers 4 to 18 MHz
and 5 to 22 MHz in two switchable
and variable tuning modes.

The loop is constructed using eight
aluminium
segments
secured
together by bolts which can be
released enabling the loop to be
compressed and transported in a
vehicle. On test at the meeting,
where a station was in operation, the
loop was operated just ten feet off
the ground and proved more than
adequate for contacts with stations
within a range of 2,000 miles.

The photographs show the basic loop
construction with me holding the
loop in the lake and garden area
where I intend to erect it.
Although I live only ten miles east
of Bangkok I encounter many
creepy-crawlies and snakes. The
cobra is very common
8

Although the loop is intended for
portable operation I intend to use it
3
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floating in the water after it was
killed. To give you some idea of its
girth and some point of reference the
leaves of the lily-pad weeds in the
foreground are some four inches
across. I have only previously seen
anything like this on David
Attenborough’s animal programs,
and I must confess that I will conduct
more rigorous visual checks for
dangerous creatures that might be
under my bed before retiring every
night.

around the house and at waters edge
and is of course a ‘feared’ killer if
one is bitten. This snake is best left
alone to go away in its own time
because it is one of the few snakes
that will speedily attack you with
repeated bites. The speed of this
snake is much faster than you can
‘back-step’ in trying to avoid its
attack. Recently people in the area
have been losing cats, chickens and
small dogs. This was thought to be
the work of the Iguana satisfying its
hunger. It grows to a length of some
five to six feet in length and inhabits
our large lake and the bordering
jungle. However, we are all now in
shock because two men fishing in
our lake with nets snared a very very
large Burmese Python with an
estimated length of 18 feet. We are
shocked because we have naive been
going about our business in and
around the lake, not realizing that
this monster was domiciled here and
could easily have attacked and
swallowed a child or small adult.
Where there is one, there must be
others and it has raised our
awareness.

The photograph shows the massive
size of the python ‘dead-in-the-

Club First
This edition sees an historic point
in BARSCOM's life-time - its first
paid advertisement. We welcome
Martin Lynch to our back page as
a friendly supporter and supplier to
amateurs.

In future, when I adjust my antennas
or feeders I shall make sure my two
dogs accompany me because they
always bark a special warning when
a snake is seen or sensed by them.
The photograph shows the snake

Please mention BARSCOM when
ordering equipment from our
advertiser(s).
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Club Meetings and Nets

6

Club Net - 08.00pm local time
2 Metres (145.375Mhz)
70 cms (433.575Mhz)

7
14
21
28

4
11
18
25

January **
Natter Night - Radio Xmas
Presents
Club Net - 2 Metres
Equipment Safety Testing - I
Club Net - 70 cms

25

1
8
15
22
29

April
Equipment Safety Testing - II
Club Net - 2 Metres
RSGB Regional Officer
Club Net - 70 cms
Club Net - GB3BZ Repeater

11
18

Don’t forget!
Equipment Safety Testing

February
Airfields I have visited - Tony
GØIAG
Club Net - 2 Metres
“How I’m going to win the next
construction contest”
Club Net - 70 cms
March
Morse Evening - Keys,
Programs, On-Air
Club Net - 2 Metres
Baluns & their construction GØEMK
Club Net - 70 cms

4

13
20
27

May
Mills w/e Planning - Natter
Night
Club Net - 2 Metres
AGM
Club Net - 70 cms

Dave GØDEC and his test gear
January 17th at 20.00 Bring your
working equipment for test.

Annual Dinner
Tony GØIAG
The re-introduced annual dinner will
take place at Timbers Restaurant,
Blake End,Braintree on Saturday
2nd March 2013. The menu is a-la
-carte and because we are booked as
party, the restaurant requires us to
order starters and main course 2
weeks in advance. Copies of the
menu are on the centre pages, and I
will organise it all. The closing date
for booking will be Monday 18th
February (club night). Anyone
ordering food and not showing up,
will still be responsible for the full
cost of their pre-ordered food.

** All 2013 dates are provisional
5
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I am not expecting to find very many
artefacts, coins, rings and the like.
Still considered good practise land.

Metal Detecting – part 2
Howard, G6LXK

About silver coins

I do hope that you enjoyed my talk
to you about my other hobby, metal
detecting. It was a difficult night as it was not very easy to view my
finds - with not much in the way of
lighting available in the Hockey
Clubhouse. The electricians were
rewiring the place as we met!

Silver has been used as the main
constituent for coins since Celtic
times. Indeed, before 1613 only
silver was used for coins, because
the monarchy thought base metals
(bronze, tin and copper) debased the
currency. However, silver & gold
has always been quite expensive to
use, so coins became thinner and/or
smaller. The coins were struck with
a hammer from a blank disc in a
two-piece stamp. It is common to
find a coin which is either poorly
stamped or has a double impression.
This is called Hammered coinage. I
have also found folded coins, which
are difficult to straighten again. You
have to use a blow lamp to anneal
them.

This year
It has been a difficult autumn for
metal detectorists. The weather has
been so wet that many arable fields
remain muddy. It is difficult for the
farmers as well – some sown seed
has been rotting in the soil even
before there is a chance to germinate.
The state of some fields has not
allowed the ploughing or sowing to
even take place. I do have a couple
of fields available to me which are
not at all muddy, eg. grassy
meadows or fallow land on the sides
of river valleys. These currently have
short grass, thank you rabbits, which
are ideal for searching. However,
this type of land is grassed over for
a reason – the soil is sandy and stony,
well drained; ideal for grasses, wild
flowers and rabbits. It is not good
land for growing crops, and never
has been - so human toil over the last
thousand years has been limited – so

Edward IV penny, 1471, missstruck and clipped

Some of the lower value coins are
tiny, much smaller than our 5p coins.
6
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arrive until 1860, during Victoria’s
Reign. These come out of the ground
in a less worn condition, although
the green bronze disease, called
patina or verdigris, can be a problem
sometimes.
Verdigris on a roman bronze coin.

Metal Detecting slang

Added to this, until the 14th century,
the royal mint was allowed to cut a
silver penny in half or a quarter to
represent a ha’penny or farthing.
This is the reason for the ‘long cross’
on the tail of the coin. It was a guide.
Cut farthings are quarter sized and
quite difficult to locate on a search,
because of their small size. Also,
wide scale clipping of silver coins
occurred, where the holder of the
coin would clip a small piece off, to
save up and sell as scrap. Despite
stiff penalties, most coins found of
a certain era show evidence of
clipping. Counterfeits were common
too, now being worth more than the
original. Non-silver coins were
widespread in Georgian times,
although these were made from
copper or tin and do not age very
well in our soil – usually found as
blank disks now. The first copper
penny did not appear until 1797
during the reign of George III. This
was called the cartwheel penny.
Good ones of these are hard to find
these days. Bronze pennies did not

A permission – a place to detect on,
with the owner’s consent.
A wish list – the long list of items
yet to find.
A hammie – a hammered coin.
Usually quite high on the wish list
and worthy of a dance when found.
A night hawker – someone who
trespasses on private land to detect
during the hours of darkness.
A loner – a detectorist who works
alone and doesn’t belong to a club.
Canslaw – ripped up drinks cans
found in a ploughed field.
A buddy – is your detecting pal,
with whom you can share your
permissions.
A grot – a Roman or Celtic coin, too
worn or corroded to identify.
A spill, or pocket spill – a handful
of coins found in the same area, lost
from the owner’s pocket.
A vicky – a Victorian coin.
Ghost signals, or falsing – metal
detector is ringing, even though
nothing is really there.
Surface find – a coin just lying there
on the top, or something found
which is non-metallic.
7
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linen poles in the back yard.
Forbidden territory now! – The five
Amp round pin plug into the socket,
and the “Clunk” of the Bakelite knob
into the on position. A hum as the
amazing internal workings came to
life, and a glow from a string of four
bulbs through the tuning scales.
Another “Clunk, clunk” of this time
the band selection knob, away from
the light programme into the
mystical set of columns marked
“S.W.”

A New Year’s Tale
Geoff G1WRH
T’was New Year’s Eve, London
1959, and I was just eight. One
ship’s hooter sounded out before all
the rest - the call for us to all go
outside. More steam hooters, horns
and whistles from the docks just
three streets away in short and long
bursts, responded to by us banging
together galvanized bin lids, and
generally being excited. “Happy new
year!” The cacophony reached its
peak, and I was told “Geoffrey, go
in now, it’s getting cold.” I was
partly jealous of the other kids still
outside, but as a childhood T.B.
survivor I was pleased to get into the
warm, and anyway I had other plans.
The women stayed outside chatting
in their head-scarves and belted
overcoats, and the men had long
since disappeared I don’t know
where!

Experimentation with the tuning
knob, the indicating bar rising up and
down on its sprung string, and
strange signals starting to be heard.
Secret codes, and foreign voices, but
tonight the operators sounding jolly
even in their exotic languages. What
I thought were ships in oceans far,
were probably only radio operators
in the docks around the corner, but
no matter, I was hooked on the
wonders of radio.

I went over to the scullery table
where the wireless stood, a rather
luxurious Pye39 J/H I later found
out. There was a green wire that
came out of the back of the set and I
gave the bare end an extra tightening
twist around the cold water pipe like
I had seen my dad do so many times
before. I hoped the other long wire
was still hooked up between the
8
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20 quid between us that's what you
call pushing the boat out. While we
were there we collected the clubs FT
757, which had been with Martin
Lynch for an insurance assessment
following accidental damage. Being
an opportunist I had taken a couple
of recent copies of BARSCOM with
me, and whilst in conversation with
Martin Lynch, I asked if he would
be interested in placing an advert in
our mag. He was very impressed
with our club mag and said he would
advertise and pay for it - a ‘result’.
We were then called out to the ‘hogroast’ which we thoroughly enjoyed,
and after another wander round the
shop and more conversation, we
made our way home, it a great day,
you should have been there.

Martin Lynch open day
Tony GØIAG
On Saturday 1st December Edwin
GØLPO and myself went to the
Martin Lynch & Sons' open day.
Having tried to interest others, we
were the sole representatives of the
Braintree club. We arrived there
about 11 am, and were immediately
greeted and offered refreshments,
which is normal for that emporium.
However, we were too late for
‘bacon butties’ and had to content
ourselves with tea and coffee for the
time being. The shop was very busy
and with up to 20% discount on the
day plus lots of 'freebies' some
serious spending was going on,
Edwin and I must have spent nearly

Reminiscences of Harry Heap G5HF
Trevor M5AKA
On Friday, January 11, there will be
an evening of reminiscences of the
life of former Voluntary Radio
Interceptor Harry Heap G5HF who
passed away on August 27, 2012
aged 95 at Chelmsford Amateur
Radio Society, Great Baddow Parish
Hall at 7:30pm Friday, January 11.

outstanding work on behalf of the
Society's Experimental section.
Following the outbreak of World
War II he moved to Chelmsford to
join Crompton Parkinson, where he
worked on devices to neutralise
magnetic mines. The evenings he
spent as a Voluntary Radio
Interceptor, his reports went to
Bletchley Park.

Harry was first licensed in 1932, at
the age of 16, as 2BZZ. In 1939 the
RSGB formally recognised his
9
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Dover Rally -20 January

Amateur Radio on BBC

http://www.doverradiorally.com/
Due to additional demand we will
use the second hall.

Trevor M5AKA
Amateur radio got a short mention
on BBC TV news recently, see

Please let your club members, and
people you work on the air, that there
is now room available if they require
a table or two.

http://www.southgatearc.org/news/d
ecember2012/laurie_margolis_g3um
l_on_bbc_tv.htm

There is limited room so please
contact
Peter
ASAP
peter.halloway@sky.comto save
disappointment.

Also the BBC have been filming a
segment about the STRaND-1
CubeSat (Packet radio 437.575) built
by volunteers in Guildford.

Table price is £12

The film should be broadcast as part
of the programme “Stargazing Live”
Jan 8-10.

For Sale or Wanted
Is there something that you want ,
or want to get rid of?

See
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/d
ecember2012/strand1_on_bbc_starg
azing_live.htm

All members’ ads are FREE.

coffee's - ‘good boy’. The food was
up to its usual high standard thanks
to Melvin's organisational and
culinary skills - thanks Melvin. The
tombola style raffle was a great
success, with all prizes donated by
the members, as far as I know only
one person won their own donated
prize back. The evening was
“finished-off” by some idiot getting
up, singing silly songs and playing
the guitar. After that we all went
home. (But not immediately-Ed)

Christmas Social
Tony GØIAG
December 3rd, once again, saw the
Christmas social take place. After set
up by Melvin, John and Eddy, the
masses arrived. There were 18 of us
present with members and xyls.
Dave's Wrinkly Disco provided
background festive tunes, and Edwin
set out a crossword for a bit of fun.
Shane as usual looked after teas and
12
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Historical Newspaper Records

What else?
Keywords:

[ ]

Geoff G1WRH
The input data used for the
above search was Last name:
[Goss] and County: [Essex].

Previously in BARSCOM I have
mentioned my interest in family
history research. A genealogy
website, Findmypast.co.uk has
recently added to its list of
searchable
records,
British
Newspapers 1710-1950. The images
copied below are for illustrative
purposes only and remain the
copyright of The British Library
Board. My wife’s great-grandfather
was a farmer in Rayne, and the
following article was one of many
found relating to him. I’ve included
it in the light of Howard’s (G6LXK)
recent talk on metal detecting in
particular relating to his finds of
Roman coins. If only Howard had
been around in 1844!

(My transcription)
Mr. Goss lately found on his
premises at Rayne the following
Roman coins:A Vespasian, small silver; A Trajan,
ditto; Ditto large brass; An
Antoninus, small silver; One, ditto
illegible; a Fragment, ditto, ditto; a
Julia, small plated; two others,
ditto, illegible; two others large
brass, ditto,-The most recent would
appear to be that of Antoninus, who
died A.D.202 so that probably these
coins have lain in the earth upwards
of 1,600 years.
Chelmsford Chronicle 03/05/1844

The Search Criteria for
the British Newspapers
1710-1950 are quite
simple;
Who?
First name(s): [ ] Last name: [ ]
When?
From year:
[ ] To year: [ ]
Where?
County: (drop-down list) [ ]

Out of curiosity I decided to now
input the County:[Essex] and
Keywords:[Amateur Radio], with
little
expectation
since
the
newspaper records only went to
1950.
13
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To my surprise there were
numerous records each with a brief
crudely
executed
partial
transcription. A random selection
of these reports relating to amateur
radio follows:

14
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The Essex Newsman Sat Nov 2nd 1937

CHELMSFORD TO DURBAN - According to a
message from Durban Mr Beardsley, a radio
amateur picked up transmissions on Tuesday
night from the new short-wave station at
Chelmsford with which the BBC is
carrying out ex- periments.
Reception was very clear indeed.

You don’t need to have a subscription to
this site, as the images can be looked at
on a pay per view basis (5p) but there is a
minimum payment of £5 and the “credits”
are time limited, so a good practice would
be to use the free index at
Findmypast.co.uk, and keep a list of
“lookups” to carry out all views on the one
occasion. If you do have a go, try to find
the interesting article, The Newsman
Herald, Tuesday April 22, 1947. Page 3,
“Radio Came First from Writtle” which is
too long to include in these pages.
15
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Rallies
13 JANUARY
RED ROSE WINTER RALLY - George H Carnall Leisure Centre,
Kingsway Park, M41 7FJ (easily accessible from M60 J9, opposite the
Trafford Centre). Free CP, B&B, C, OT 11am, TS, SIG, DF, RSGB book
stall. Details from Steve, 07502 295 141. Visit website: www.wmrc.org.uk
20 JANUARY
DOVER AMATEUR RADIO CLUB RALLY - Whitfield Village Hall,
Dover CT16 3LY. 10am - 1pm, £2, auction 12.30pm. Peter Halloway,
MØPKH, 07775 515 890, peter.hallowaysky.com.
Visit website: www.doverradiorally.com
PENCOED AMATEUR RADIO CLUB BRING & BUY SALE - Pencoed
Rugby Football Club, The Verlands, Felindre Road. Pencoed CF35 5PB.
Tables £5 each bookings to Gerry Day 01656 860 761. Doors open at
08:30 for sellers. OT 9.30, £2, C.
Visit website: www.mw0prg.co.uk/events.uk
3 FEBRUARY
28th CANVEY RADIO & ELECTRONICS RALLY - 'The Paddocks',
Long Road, Canvey Island, Essex SS8 0JA (southern end of A130). Free
CP, OT 10.30, C, DF, TS. Vic Rogers, G6BHE, 01702 308 562,
nvrblueyonder.co.uk. Visit website: www.southessex-ars.co.uk
RADIO-ACTIVE RALLY - Civic Hall, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5DG.
Organised by the MidCheshire Amateur Radio Society. CP, OT 10.30, TS,
B&B, C, DF. Simon, G8ATB, 01270 841 506, SimonG8ATB.co.uk.
Visit website: www.midcars.org
10 FEBRUARY
HARWELL RADIO AND ELECTRONICS RALLY - Didcot Leisure
Centre, Mereland Road, Didcot. TI S22, free CP. OT 10.15/10.30, £2.50
(under 12's free),.TS, FM, SIG, LB, C, DF. Ann, G8NVI, 01235 816 379,
ann.stevensbtinternet.com. Visit website: www.g3pia.org.uk
16
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Contests
HF

VHF/UHF
January
1 2000-2230
8 2000-2230
15 2000-2230
22 2000-2230
22 2000-2230
29 2000-2230

January
13 1400-1800 AFS Contest CW
All Affiliated Societies contest
(S1)
19 1400-1800 AFS Contest
PHONE ALL Affiliated
Societies contest (S1)

144MHz UKAC
432MHz UKAC
1.3GHz UKAC
SHF UKAC
50MHz UKAC
70MHz UKAC

February
4 2000-2130 80m CC SSB QRP
9-10 2100-0100 1st 1.8MHz
Contest UK Non-UK DXCC &
UK District Bonus (M3)
13 2000-2130 80m CC DATA
QRP
21 2000-2130 80m CC CW QRP

February
3 0900-1300 432MHz Affiliated
Societies O SF
Affil’d Societies (S3) O SF
Cumulative contest (S5)
5 2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
12 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
19 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
24 1000-1200 70MHz
Cumulatives #1
26 2000-2230 SHF UKAC
26 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC

March
4 2000-2130 80m CC DATA
LOW QRP
9-10 1000-1000 Commonwealth
Contest OPEN RESTRICTED
Multi-Op HQ Commonwealth
Contest (S2)
13 2000-2130 80m CC CW LOW
QRP
21 2000-2130 80m CC SSB LOW
QRP

March
2-3 1400-1400 March 144 432MHz
5 2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
10 1000-1200 70MHz
Cumulatives #2
12 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
19 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
26 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
26 2000-2230 SHF UKAC

Happy New Year to all our readers
17
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
A Club Net operates on the 2nd and
4th Mondays (excluding Bank
Holidays) under the callsigns
G6BRH and G3XG. The net
commences at 20.00 local time on
V30 (S15) - 145.375MHz and SU23
- 433.575MHz, unless QRM. In
months with 5th Monday the net
operates via GB3BZ 430.850Mhz.

Braintree and District A.R.S. meets
every 1st and 3rd Monday of the
month at The Clubhouse, Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open from 7.30 pm
for an 8 pm start to the meeting.
Prior to 8 pm, and during the
refreshments break, when a cup of
tea or coffee is available free of
charge, members have the
opportunity to sell or exchange
equipment etc. Meetings normally
finish at 10 pm.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month. Members
unable to attend club meetings may
lodge S.A.E.s with the Editor for
printed copies. Usual deadline for
copy is the 28th of each month.

The Club Membership fee is £16
annually; Senior members (State
Retirement age) and Junior members
(under 18) pay a reduced club
subscription of £10. Door fees are
payable per meeting. Rates are £1
for members and visitors.

Members
advertisements
published free of charge.

are

For more information and pictures of events and projects see our Web Site
at www.badars.co.uk
The next edition will be published on February 1

The deadline for submissions for the next edition is January 28

© Barscom Editor on behalf of BADARS 2013 - E.& O.E.
18
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Television Viewers Guide

BADARS Club Library

Transistor Circuit Guidebook.

Librarian, Howard G6LXK
We hold a collection of about 70
books & DVDs featuring electronic
construction, the history of radio,
shortwave listening and other forms
of technology to do with radio.

Radio Listeners Guide

Some recent titles in the collection:

Technical Topics Scrapbook

VHF/UHF Manual.

Birth of the Box

Popular Electronic Circuits.

106 easy projects beyond the
Transistor

The Battle for Marconi’s Story
Most Secret War

Most hires are 20 p per session.
(It is hard to collect a weekly rate)
The Setmakers - A fascinating book
about the beginnings of the Radio &
Television service and other
technologies.

The latest acquisitions:
RSGB Technical Compendium - 300
pp, technical articles from Radcom
magazine in 1998 & 1999.

HF Amateur Radio- Ian Poole's book
covering most parts of HF operation.

Radio Communication Handbook700 pp, many aspects of amateur
radio discussed in detail, 2005.

QRP books - A selection of books
with build projects to do with QRP
operation.

RSGB Operating Manual - 218 pp,
all the information that you need to
build and run a radio station. 2004

Low profile Amateur radio Operating an amateur radio station
almost anywhere. Stealth antennas
and the like, ideal for small gardens.

RADIO RADIO! - Jonathan Hill's
large book all about domestic radio
from the start. A signed and
numbered book!
19

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

New Yaesu
FTdx3000 HF/6m
Base

The new FTdx3000 HF+50MHz 100 Watt
Transceiver is another exciting new product that
is certain to capture the hearts of determined
DXers and Contesters as well as casual operators
looking for solid communications.

Available end Jan/Feb 2013
Officially Yaesu’s largest dealer for over Ten Years! Quite a record and
one that we are proud of. No other dealer comes close.
ACCESSORIES

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Outline House, 73 Guildford
Street,
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9.00am to
5.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

E&OE

HamRadioUK

