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had requested it. Mark Sanderson
(region 12 manager) said he would
email leaflet files to me so that I
could print them myself, and this
would be done within a couple of
days. At the time of this going to
print I am still waiting.
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The second thing that Mark was
going to do was to sort out the
problem that Melvin was having
with the QSL bureau over the club's
QSL cards and empty envelopes
being returned. Mark said he would
bring the matter up at the RSGB
AGM. Melvin furnished the proof of
the problem and waited. During a
Phone call with Graham Coomber
(RSGB
General
Manager)I
mentioned the lack of feedback, and
was informed that Mark did not
attend the AGM. Graham has taken
the matter up and has sent
information to Melvin and also
organised a delivery of the latest
leaflets from the RSGB, good man!
The members present expressed their
gratitude for the efforts of Graham.

Club Activities
Tony GØIAG
Club meeting Monday 6th May
This meeting was a natter night, and
after normal reports, the subject of
the previous meeting, which hosted
the RSGB regional manager was
brought up. At that meeting the
regional manager promised to do
two things. After I had mentioned
that I was not receiving advertising
material from the RSGB, although I

The rest of the evening was spent
with Dave GØDEC demonstrating
the wonders of the G100RSGB
electronic logging system!!!!!!! As
we will have to upload the log every
day, we must have competent
loggers. Another practice session
5
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Club Meetings and Nets
Club Net - 08.00 pm local time
2 Metres (145.375 MHz)
70 cms (433.575 MHz)

3
10
17
24

June
Essex Air Ambulance
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Construction Contest
Club Net - 70 cms

2
9
16
23
30

September
Junk Sale
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Railway Planning & Natter
Club Net - 70 cms
Club Net - GB3BZ Repeater

7
14
21
28

October
JOTA Planning
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Air Nav Dongle - Richard
Club Net - 70 cms

July

November

1
8
15
22
29

Rig Clinic
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Club BBQ
Club Net - 70 cms
Club Net - GB3BZ Repeater

4
11
18
25

TBD
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Baluns - Melvin
Club Net - 70 cms

5
12
19
26

August
Evening DF Hunt
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Aerial Clinic
Club Net - 70 cms

2
9
16
23
30

December
TBD
Club Net - 2 Mtrs
Xmas Party
Club Net - 70 cms
Club Net - GB3BZ Repeater

PLEASE NOTE
Changes to meetings in July and August and additional/rescheduled events
for the end of the year.

Don’t forget!
G1ØØRSGB 16-7July
George Yard Shopping Centre - Your help will be needed on both days.
Please don't leave it to the usual few!
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was the turn of Dave GØDEC for his
unstinting service to the club for over
30 years, including a long stint as
chairman and providing technical
help and advice to just about every
one in the club. A worthy recipient
indeed.

will be required before the event.
The clubs new FT897 was fitted with
the new auto tuner and tested, a
lovely bit of kit, which will be one
of the radio's used at the centenary
station.

The Editors Award went to Geoff
G1WRH for his response to the
ongoing plea by Ian for more copy.
Geoff's articles have been an
interesting read. Well done Geoff.
Then came the election of the new
committee, which turned out to be
unchanged.
Geoff GØBYH agreed to carry on
looking after the web site. Thanks
Geoff.

Club meeting 20th May AGM.
Howard, G6LXK took the chair and
opened the meeting. After the minute
of last years AGM had been read,
signed and discussed,the meeting
moved on to reports. These having
been given, it was then time for the
awards. The Founders Trophy,
which is awarded to the member who
has done the most for the club, is the
decision of the three most senior
committee members. This year it

A vote of thanks went to Shane for
looking after our refreshments
throughout the year.
After the meeting closed we all had
a root round in Jim's, GØDCR glory
boxes. Thanks to Jim for his
donations to the club from his sales.

WARNING
Don't talk about going on holiday or holiday dates on the air, as any
"ear-wiggers" can soon work out whose house is empty and for how
long just by checking where you live by your call sign.
Just a thought.
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Flexible Membrane Button Repair
Geoff, G1WRH
Three of the buttons on my AR 8000
scanner (3, 6 & 9) were inoperative,
and I had researched two methods of
repair, either to stick pieces of
aluminium foil over the defective
buttons or to use a product called
CaiKote-silver particles in a lacquer
suspension. The former seemed to
me to be a last ditch option so I
decided to try the latter.

the front from
the rear of the
unit, five screws were removed to

Firstly I gathered together all that I
would need,
then I set
about gaining
access to the
keypad. The
two screws in
the battery
compartment
had to come

allow access to the keypad itself
which was gently eased out of its
position protruding through the front
of the receiver. I then cleaned the
defective
carbon pads
lightly with
meths on a
cotton wool
bud, and
allowed
them to dry
thoroughly.

out and also
the
two
holding the
front of the
case in place.
These were the tiny screws, one
above the function button on that
side of the unit and its counterpart
on the other side. Having separated

Through a glass I could clearly see
a chunk missing from the No.3 pad.
Whilst opened up I took the
opportunity to similarly clean the
opposing contacts on the pcb. I then
coated the affected carbon contacts
with the CaiKote using the lint free
6
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Those that were treated can be
clearly differentiated from their
original carbon black counterparts.
My estimate was that this would give
the
recommended
curing
temperature of 125 deg F for 10-15
minutes, and during this time, the
shining liquid silver turned to a dry
matt. Reportedly this has the
approximate hardness of an HB
applicator provided. It was quite
straightforw
ard, I simply
blobbed
a
m i n u t e
amount on
and spread it
about, so to
speak.

pencil. Reassembly of the radio was
simply a careful reversal of the
dismantling process. The test was to
see if the repaired buttons worked
and fortunately my efforts were not
wasted.
Time 90 minutes. Cost of 1g
CaiKote plus kit inc p&p £14.52.
Supplier, Probus Electronics Ltd.

To assist in curing the product I
rigged up a 21 Watt auto bulb at
about 10 mm above the treated pads.

Construction Contest - June 17
Just time to make that little project you’ve been meaning to start!
7
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visit the radio shack (building 177)
and were made to feel most
welcome, and after a natter we
decided to join the society. I am
training to be an explainer, giving
information and answering questions
about exhibits and Edwin is an
operator
of
GB2IWM,
the
permanent special even station at
Duxford.

Duxford Notebook.
Tony, GØIAG
This is the first of a series of articles
about Edwin GØLPO and I, as
volunteers with the Duxford Radio
Society. DRS for those of you who
don't know, comes under the
umbrella of the Duxford Aviation
Society, both of which are based at
the Imperial War Museum, Duxford
(IWM).

The exhibits are radio and radar
equipment from military services,
dating from just pre WW2 to 1st
Gulf War.
One of the members, Eddie, has a
large collection of working
Clansman equipment,which he and
a couple of others set up so that

DRS is located in buildings 177 and
178, adjacent to the American
Hanger. The society has about 200
members, of which about 40 are
actively involved in various ways as
conservators/restorers, explainers,
operators, or any combination of
these.

members of the public can use it. In
the pictures you can see some of the
gear being demonstrated at a recent
Car Show. You may notice Edwin
being "helpful", the Clansman kit is
great for engaging the public,young

Edwin and I decided to join DRS last
year after a visit to the IWM with
our good ladies. We happened to
8
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and old, in conversation about
military communications and its
development.
Another way we engage the public
is to get the young ones to send their
name in Morse code, and help them
to understand how electronic
communication started.
That's all for now folks, and I would
like to thank Richard G4HXH, the
chairman of DRS for his permission
to write these articles for you.

More soon!

Editor's Award
This year's Editor's Award was a tight 3-way contest between submissions
covering subjects from low tech newspapers to high tech calculators.
While acknowledging a number of interesting contributions from Trevor
(M5AKA) and Dave (G3PEN) the leading contribution was awarded to
Geoff (G1WRH) who had submitted, on average, an item every other

A backward problem
Where you’re given the answer and you pick the problem. Or something
like that. You figure it out!
The answer is 9
a. The dB equivalent of a power ratio of 4.
b. The number of wavelengths travelled by a 7 MHz signal in 1.29 µs.
c. Value of SWR if a 337.5 O load is connected to 75 O coaxial cable.
d. Maximum number of ARRL Directors that can fit into W1AW Studio 1
at one time.
Answer on Page 12
9
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exam and got my licence in
September of that year.

How did I start in Radio?

In 1985, I started work as a test
technician
for
Marconi
Communications, Waterhouse Lane,
Chelmsford, then moving to Philips
Radio
Communications
at
Cambridge in 1988. In 1989 I
transferred to be on the road as a
radio system service engineer for
Philips Telecom. With all of that the
last thing I wanted to do when I got
home was play with some more
radios, although I did have the odd
2m schedule with a few colleagues
in the department. At that time, the
pubs, girls and the local music scene
seemed much more appealing. I
always had a problem with amateur
radio in those days, as I yearned to
go on the HF bands, but felt it should
not be necessary to have to learn
morse code, just to get the class A
licence. I kept my B licence going
until 1991, but the XYL and
harmonics came along – and I lived
down in a valley – so I hung up my
licence and drifted away from
amateur radio for some 16 years.

Howard, G6LXK
It was seemingly inevitable that I
would become interested in radio
from an early age. I think it was in
my blood. My Great uncle Bert
worked at C&W’s Brentwood
receiving station during the 1920s,
and my uncle Ron, started work
there in the late 40s, after this he
travelled the world for Cable and
Wireless ( His call sign: G3EAQ,
then whilst posted in Sudan,
ST2RD).
However, it was other events that
really got me started in amateur
radio. A lad, the son of my father’s
colleague from Haverhill used to
visit. I think he was a ‘Jate’ (a G8)
and had a 2m rig clamped to his
bicycle. By about 1980, my father
had contacted the Braintree radio
club to see about me joining and
Cyril, G4ONH took me along to my
first meeting. I remember Danny
G3YXJ used to do some light
training for us youngsters during
these meetings.

I kept my interest in my collection
of Hallicrafter radio sets, scanning
and SWLing. Then, at the end of
2006, I bought something unrelated
from a GM ham on eBay, and
remarking that I used to be a G6 call

As it happened, there was an RAE
course starting at Braintree College
in 1981, run by G3ZXX, so I
enrolled. In 1982, I passed the RAE
10
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helped me to build my own rigs for
the VHF & UHF bands.

holder. He urged me that that I must
renew my licence - as I would now
be a full licence holder and future
renewals would be free of charge.
This was an opportunity that I
couldn’t resist, now that I lived at a
place called Purls Hill, a suburb of
the Maplesteads, actually in
G3PFH’s old house. My old FT290R
did not want to work out of the box,
so eBay and my experience at Philips

I find that I am not exactly full-on
with amateur radio as much as I used
to be. The behaviour of operators
and habits on the bands I still find
quite disappointing, and other
distractions do keep occuring. At the
moment it is metal detecting, also
having discovered off-road mountain
biking, and home brewing of Cider.

The IARU member-society for
Spain, has announced that Spanish
amateurs may now use 1810-1830

kHz in the 160-meter band on a
secondary basis. This is in addition
to the existing primary allocation of
1830-1850 kHz. The new 630meter band, 472-479 kHz, is also
available to Spanish amateurs now.
Both changes took effect on May 10,
2013.

Re-Use Before Recycling

make other products - using energy
in the process.

Spanish Allocation Change
ARRL

Re-using needs little energy and can
be repeated a number of times.

Ian, G8MKN
As amateurs we are used to passing
on equipment from one to another.
Years ago milk bottles were glass
and were given back to the milkman
to be washed and re-used;‘Pop’ and
beer bottles carried deposits to
encourage their return. Now,
generally, they are made of plastic
and metal cans that have to be
chopped-up or melted and used to

There are groups on the Internet that
puts those with something that is no
longer wanted with others who are
looking for that very object. The
main website can be found at:
http://uk.freecycle.org and there are
over 560 local groups in the country
where you can swap anything from
cardboard boxes to TV sets.
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Rallies
RSGB
2 June - SPALDING & DARS ANNUAL RALLY
The Sir John Gleed Technology School, Halmer Gardens, Spalding, Lincs
PE11 2EF. TI S22, free CP, OT 10 am. TS, C, CBS. John, G4NBR, 07946
302815. rally-secretary@sdars.org.uk [www.sdars.org.uk]
23 June - EAST SUFFOLK WIRELESS REVIVAL (Ipswich Radio Rally)
The Orwell Crossing Lorry Park A14 Eastbound, Nacton, Ipswich,IP10 0DD.
TI S22, CP, OT 9.30, £2, CBS, B&B, SIG, LRC,RSGB Bookstall,GB4SWR
HF station, Kevin, G8MXV, 07710 046846 [www.eswr.org.uk]
2 July- FRISKNEY & EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COMMUNICATIONS
CLUB DESKTOP SALE
Friskney village hall, Church Road, Friskney, Lincs. PE22 8RD. OT 7 pm
(traders 6 pm), £1.50, Tables £3.50. Free tea & coffee, raffle. Ian Donnelly,
2EØXOD, 07554 362020. [www.felcc.com]

G1ØØRSGB - A reminder
The station will be operational on 16th and 17th July. We will need
operators, loggers, gofers end greeters. Please don't leave it to the
USUAL FEW.
Let Melvin or Tony know how much time you can give so that we can
work out a rota.

Backward Problem
Answer
b. The number of wavelengths travelled by a 7 MHz signal in 1.29 µs.
Taking c as 3x10^8 m/s then any signal will travel 387 m in 1.29us.
the wavelength of a 7MHz signal is 3x10^8 / 7x10^6, giving 42.857 m
387/42.857 gives 9.03 wavelengths.
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Braintree and District Amateur Radio Society
A Club Net operates on the 2nd and
4th Mondays (excluding Bank
Holidays) under the callsigns
G6BRH and G3XG. The net
commences at 20.00 local time on
V30 (S15) - 145.375MHz and SU23
- 433.575MHz, unless QRM. In
months with 5th Monday the net
operates via GB3BZ 430.850Mhz.

Braintree and District A.R.S. meets
every 1st and 3rd Monday of the
month at The Clubhouse, Braintree
Hockey Club, Church Street,
Bocking. Doors open from 7.30 pm
for an 8 pm start to the meeting.
Prior to 8 pm, and during the
refreshments break, when a cup of
tea or coffee is available free of
charge, members have the
opportunity to sell or exchange
equipment etc. Meetings normally
finish at 10 pm.

BARSCOM is sent to members by
e-mail on the first of the month;
paper copies are available at the
first meeting of the month. Members
unable to attend club meetings may
lodge S.A.E.s with the Editor for
printed copies. Usual deadline for
copy is the 28th of each month.

The Club Membership fee is £16
annually; Senior members (State
Retirement age) and Junior members
(under 18) pay a reduced club
subscription of £10. Door fees are
payable per meeting. Rates are £1
for members and visitors.

Members
advertisements
published free of charge.

are

For more information and pictures of events and projects see our Web Site
at www.badars.co.uk
The next edition will be published on July 1

The deadline for submissions for the next edition is June 28

© Barscom Editor on behalf of BADARS 2013 - E.& O.E.
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4

Contests

6

VHF/UHF

0800-1200 432MHz Low
Power Contest
144MHz UKAC
HF

June
4 2000-2230 144MHz UKAC
9 0900-1300 2nd 144MHz
Backpackers
11 2000-2230 432MHz UKAC
15-16 1400-1400 50MHz Trophy
Contest
18 2000-2230 1.3GHz UKAC
23 1400-1600 70MHz
Cumulatives #4
23 0900-1200 50MHz Contest CW
25 2000-2230 50MHz UKAC
25 2000-2230 SHF UKAC ?

June
1-2 1500-1500 NFD Open
Restricted LowPower
3 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
LOW QRP
12 1900-2030 80m CC CW LOW
QRP
20 1900-2030 80m CC SSB LOW
QRP
July
1 1900-2030 80m CC CW LOW
QRP
10 1900-2030 80m CC SSB LOW
QRP
18 1900-2030 80m CC DATA
LOW QRP
21 0900-1600 Low Power Contest
ABCD
27-28 1200-1200 IOTA Contest
Single Operator Unassisted
Single Operator Assisted Multi
Operator
IOTA Points (M4)

July
2 1900-2130 144MHz UKAC
6-7 1400-1400 VHF NFD
7 1100-1500 3rd 144MHz
Backpackers
9 1900-2130 432MHz UKAC
16 1900-2130 1.3GHz UKAC
21 1000-1600 70MHz Trophy
Contest
23 1900-2130 50MHz UKAC
23 1900-2130 SHF UKAC
30 1900-2130 70MHz UKAC

August
4 0700-0830 RoPoCo CW ALL
14 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
CW LOW QRP
29 1900-2000 80m Club Sprint
SSB LOW QRP

August
3 1300-1700 4th 144MHz
Backpackers
3 1400-2000 144MHz Low
Power Contest
14

BADARS Club Library
Librarian, Howard G6LXK

Television Viewers Guide
Transistor Circuit Guidebook.

We hold a collection of about 70
books & DVDs featuring electronic
construction, the history of radio,
shortwave listening and other forms
of technology to do with radio.

Radio Listeners Guide

Some recent titles in the collection:

Technical Topics Scrapbook

VHF/UHF Manual.

Birth of the Box

Popular Electronic Circuits.

106 easy projects beyond the
Transistor

The Battle for Marconi’s Story
Most Secret War

Most hires are 20 p per session.
(It is hard to collect a weekly rate)
The latest acquisitions:
RSGB Technical Compendium - 300
pp, technical articles from Radcom
magazine in 1998 & 1999.
Radio Communication Handbook700 pp, many aspects of amateur
radio discussed in detail, 2005.
RSGB Operating Manual - 218 pp,
all the information that you need to
build and run a radio station. 2004
RADIO RADIO! - Jonathan Hill's
large book all about domestic radio
from the start. A signed and
numbered book!

The Setmakers - A fascinating book
about the beginnings of the Radio &
Television service and other
technologies.
HF Amateur Radio- Ian Poole's book
covering most parts of HF operation.
QRP books - A selection of books
with build projects to do with QRP
operation.
Low profile Amateur radio Operating an amateur radio station
almost anywhere. Stealth antennas
and the like, ideal for small gardens.

